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’g.ti'": stout old Glamorgan Cattle, uith studding* 
Rills on cither side, \rn.s njuniog kforo the 
trado-iiind on her course to Indi-v Tlio pas- 
sengors i\crc lounging nWiit on tho poop, 
shcUerc<l l»y an awning fn'm the hiiming rays of the 
fiun, ivliich struck «lown with no ineonxiileraMe force, 
ranking CMjj the wcl]w.i?oned Indians gnmil le anti 
incline to !« <juarrcl~oinc Of pa-sscngi rs lh> •'Inphnd 
her full complement, for all the cnhm< wire AilJ Them 
wire among them giiuraK and judgiN ami ofllcera of 
all ranks ; as well n.s cjvmol tlamm ntuming their 
husKnnds, and joung Ivlics comnuttetl to Ihiir care; 

I ut few of tlu m luv-^l 1.0 noticnk Tliin’ wi r»' Colon* 1 
Ihtss. with his Kwot IhKumng dvighUr Vi.d't, anl 
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Major Molony and Ins proU> httic round wife to 
wliom he had hlclj hccu lunmcd, mid Capt-iui Haw kcs 
ford goiUj^ out to rcjom liis regiment, — a handsome 
looking man but with a countenance not nltogetlier 
prcpo'^scsRing for it betokened ficlfislmc'ia and \\ ant of 
feeling or the lines about hw firm set mouth, and large 
graj cj os bthed him 

The commander Captain Lj ford, was n fine Bpeennon 
of a sailor lie made himself agreeable to his pas 
sengers and kept lus ship’s companj in good order 
■\Vhen nothing occurred to excite Inro, his face was 
calm and unimpassioned , but it lighted up m a moment, 
and his clear ringing voice when issuing an onler to 
the crew showed that there was no lack of courage 
and determination m hts compositioa 

TJicre were the usual disputes and misunderstandings 
on board which gave the good skipper, who alwajs 
acted as peacemaker no little trouble to settle The 
ladies not infrequently fell out , and their quarrels he 
confessed were the hardest matters to put to rights, 
especially when jealousy set them by the ears ”1118. 
Bngadier Bomanjoy considered that she did not receive 
the same attention winch was paid to Mrs Lexicon, 
the wife of the judge , and Miss l^Iartha Pelican who 
was making her second expedition to the East com 
plained that the officers neglected her, while they dc 
voted themselves to siltj Miss PiettjToan who had no 
other quahfications than her pink cheeks and blue 
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ejes to recommend her Tbe “griftins” not infre- 
quently bad Nvxii-m disputes, but the captain quickly 
managed to settk tlieir more nois> quartch^ and restore 
them to good humoui 

"Come, come, lads,” he «sc<l to saj, "lets hear 
what it’s all about, and then we will get the whole 
matter into a nut shell It can be stowed away in 
less space than that, Fie no doubt, and when it’s 
there, wo’U hCaie it overboard. Now then, shake 
hands, and foiget all about it” 

Ho did not, howcNer, venture to interfere wlien 
husband and wife fell out, considenag that a third 
person would only make matters noreo, and more 
especially did ho avoid mlctfcnng m th® cNerlasting 
squabbles of Major and Mrs Slolonj — whicli were indeed 
rather amusing than othmvj«e, tlic object of the htUo 
ladj being apparently to bring her lord and tnaater 
under the complete subjection of her imperious will, to 
I’lliich he, good tempered as he ^vas, had no intention 
of jielding 

There were scNeial veij mco girls of whom Miss 
Violet Ross was uni\crsaUy considered the mo«t cliami 
ing Sho was joung, and veij prettj , f<jjr as a lily, 
with blue CJC3 and ncli auburn liair But she had a 
gofxl deal more than her btiutj to rccominond her 
Sho was sweet teinpcred, gentle and high pnncipIciL 
Mrs. Brigadier Bomanjoj declared that sljo was pun- 
tanical and prudish, lot she wjvs in ryjalitj trul. 
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religious and modest, mthout a particle of nonsenso in 
lier composition. Captain Hawkesford, generally sup- 
posed to be indifierenl to female charms, — at least, to 
those of his own countrywomen, — paid her more atten-^ 
tion than he did to any one else, although she evidently 
offered him no encouragement 

There was another person on board who must now 
be mentioned. Many inquiries bad been made of the 
captain who he was, but no satisfactory answer had 
been given His costume was that of a seaman, but 
"no one could suppose that be was a common sailor. 
His manner was distinguished, his good looks remark- 
nblo, and the tone of his voice and language refined. 
Ho was still very young, being scarcely more than 
eighteen or nineteen years of age. He was on familiar 
terms with the ofHcors of the ship, and mingled with 
the passengers without any ■objection being made by 
the captain He spoke Hindostaneo fluently, and ad- 
dicssed tbe^ Lascars in Uieir own tongue ; while he 
showed an intimate acquaintance with Indian mannem 
and customs, as well as with those of CTuna and the 
East generally The hot giins of Eastern seas had 
tanned his checks and given him almost the appearance 
of an Oriental The only account the captain gave of 
him was that his name was* Hcginald Hamerton, and that 
he had come home with him from India on liis last 
\oynge, and had, during a lieas'j' gale, exhibited mucli 
courage and nautical knowledge. Atany thought, from 
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his dark skin classieat fciturc* and flashing cjo 
that there was Indian blood in hts veins, and it wan 
whispered that he was the v>n of a resident at t e 
court of some native pnnec and tliat his mother was 
the rajahs daughter but of tlus the captain said he 
knew nothing lie spoke English peifcctly was well 
educated and had the manners of a young man accus 
tomcd to the best society He conversed freelj uith 
every one hut it was obsorvcl that lie was cvtrcnielj 
reticent about luraself never alluding to his past life 
or bis future prospects. Still lie sceme 1 pcrftctlj at 
Ills ease about them , nor did he speak like a person 
who had any doubts as to what ho should do on his 
arrival in India. 

Altogether there was a perfect mysterj about hiin 
which increased the interest his personal aj pearanco 
was calculated to excite — at all events among the fairer 
portion of the passengers. He was courteous and at 
tentne to all the ladies, but it was rt.loarkod at 
lengtli thai lie was more ficqucntly seen m conv er^tion 
with Violet Ross than witlx any one else. If her ejo 
biigUtened when he camcaxear that was but natural 
as also that she should j refer talking to him to listen 
ing to the remarks made to 1 ei b3 tbe cynijhl Captain 
Hawkesford — who evidently legarded y oiiiig Hamerton 
with a feeling of^chslikc which 1 e c'vhibitecl whenever 
ho had an oj portunitj bj a hang] tj and contemptuous 
manner towards him Colonel Itoss on the contrarv 
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lroaWRog,„aId.„„Ua„„dr„,„j|, , 

PMrcd to I,a,o no objection to b ! 

Violet on deck, or to any of the all , 

Tlio lind officer be.n„ ’'“P™! 1 -cr 

ecncrallj called took h« place” “^f ’ “ 

faded to remark the officer like shh" ““1“ 
earned on duty, or the clear 

1 - -ued h/^rdemld. ■""hid. 

a'-ell knit figure aa lie iralk^Tird *'« 

under his arm or with h« hmd to T 

head thrown back, shoui.n. ^th “ 

aras wont to watch him as” ho jnoveT^ '‘■f“ 

and a gentle flush moimled on her eheet°“l‘ 

aame near and heat down to epeak 

Captain Hawkesfoid scarce^ cone f , 
and expressed it m mmarks which I 
should reach Regmaldo ear -a., 
waa to aU appearance workuie hia n " 
not veutinn to make himself 0^ famihaTwnh « 
weia above him in mnk aud position. Ch 
was suipnsed that Captain Lyford all™ Tr 
m the cabin, when he on»ht to m 
jumo, oflioem.' ° “'*■ ‘ha other 

If Regmald did hear what was said 1, , 
notwe of Captain Hawkesford s remarks but an" “ 
to be quite as much at hm ease a, at lima 

One day while he was attending in 
vard. Captain Hawkesford took „ Teat 0^11. ff 

' lojet, and 
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entlcai ouTcd to make Jiimself agrteaUe to the best of 
his power She listened for without rudeness she 
could not avoid doing so , but no smile plaj ed around 
her mouth while her answers were mostly in mono- 
sjltables. Colonel Ross at length coming near sle 
jumpeil up and took his arm saying that sho shoul 1 
like to enjoj a walk for a ftw ininntea Captain 
Hawkesford looked excessively annojed hut did not 
attempt to accoinpanj her After a short time Re- 
ginald came aft when Uie gong sounded for dinner 
Sho said a few words to him as she went below , upon 
which he followed with a haste he seldom exhibited 
and as the passengers look their seats slipped into 
a cliair on one side of ^lo]et, while her father sat 
on the other Captain Hawkesford on retunnng from 
his cabin found the place he had intended to occupy 
already filled and with on angry fromi on his brow 
he went to the further end of the table Most of the 
passengers had collected wl cn some one remarked that 
the chairs of Alajor and Mrs. Molonv were \acanl 

■RTiy did they not come down ? asked Mrs, 
Bngadier Bomanjoy 

The little la ly IS in one of her tantnim'^ answered 
iliss Pelican. The gallant major la endeai curing to 
bring her round but •she won t because she won t 
Just then the voice of the little lady was heard 
mingled with the expostulations of her hege lord 
comm" down the open skj light on the coomings of 
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treated Reginald in ft kind and friendly -wfty, and njw 
peared to kavo no objection to bis convening willi 
Yiolct on deck, or to any of Ibc attentions ho paid Ijcr 
The third officer being ill, 3 *ou«g Uftmerlon, ns ho irn- 
gcncrally called, took hia placO; and few could. hav 
failed to remark the officer*liko st^dc in which h 
carried on duty, or tlio clear, ringing voice in wliic 
ho issued his orders,*— displaying to ad^Tintagc h 
well-knit figure as he walked Iho deck with telosco* 
under his arm, or ^7itl^ his hc4id to Iris mouth, Iris fi 
head thrown hack, shouting to tho crew. Violet's e 
wa.s wont to watch him as ho moved about tho dc« 
and a gentle flush mounted on her cheek whenever 
came near and bent down to speak to her. 

Captain Hawkesford scarcely concealed his jealoi 
and expressed it in remarks which ho seemed to \ 
should reach Regitiald’>s ear, "As the young si 
was to all appearance working Iiis passage, ho sh • 
not veutme to make himself so familiar with those 
were above him in rank and p<Kifcion. For his pai 
was surprised that Captain Lyfoid allowed him to >■ 
in the cabin, when ho ought to mess with the . ' 
junior officers” , 

If Reginald did hear what was said, he to , ^ 
notice of Captain Hawkesford’s lemarks, but ap \ 

, to bo quite as much at his ease as at first ' 

One day while he was attending to some du ^ 

^\ard, Captain Hawkesford took a seat near Viol 
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endeavoured to make himself agreeable to the best of 
his power She hstened, for without rudeness she 
could not a^ oid doing so , hut no smile played around 
her mouth, while her answers were mostly in mono 
syllables Colonel Ross at length coming near, she 
jumped up and took his arm saying that she should 
like to enjoy a walk for a few minutes Captain 
Hawkesford looked excessively annoyed, bat did not 
attempt to accompany her After a short time Ee- 
gmald came aft, when the gong sounded for dinner 
She said a few words to him as she went below , upon 
which ha followed with a baste he seldom exlubitcd, 
end, as the passengers took their seats, slipped into 
a chair on one side of Violet while her father sat 
on the other Captain Hawkesford, on returning from 
his cabin, found tlio place he had intended to occupy 
already filled and with an angiy frown on Ins brow 
he went to the further end of the table Most of the 
passengers had collected when some one remarked that 
the chairs of llajor and Mis. Molonj were \acaut 

‘^Vhy did thej not come down* asked Mrs. 
Bngnxlier Bomanjoj 

' The little ladj is in one of her tantnims answered 
Miss Pelican Tlic gallant major is endeavouring to 
bring her round but sho won t because she won L 
Just then the voice of the little ladj was heard, 
mmgled with the expostulations of her liege lord' 
coming doiin tlio op^n ajligM. on Ihe coommgs of. 

/ 
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vrhich she “was seated, directly over the head of the 
table 

“ Gome, ladies and gentlemen, we must commence 
operations or the meat will get cold,” observed the 
captain ; and having said gracc,,he was about to begin 
carving a leg of mutton swimming in giavy placed 
before him, when there came a wild scream and a shout 
from the major, — Arrah, my daxUng, where are you 
after going to * ” though, befoie the words were well 
out of the speaker’s mouth, down came flop on the top 
of the leg of mutton the rotund form of Mi-s Major 
Molony, fortunately head uppermost, in a semi-sit- 
ting posture, — the joint of meat serving os a cushion 
to Uiat part of her body which is usually thus accom- 
modated, wliilo one of her feet stuck into a dish of 
potatoes and the other into one of curry and rice, the 
gTa^'y flying on all sides like the contents of a bureting 
bomb. 

“Oh, whcio have I got to?” cried the little lady, 
panting and screaming 171111 terror, though she was 
sufficiently aware of what had happened to make nn 
endeavour to cover up her little round legs, which were 
more exposed than her modesty would liai o allowed. 

Captain Ljfonl, ivdtlj all the delicacy iiiinginnblc, 
though his sides were splitting with laughtci, placed 
liis arms under the little lad3’, and lifted her up re.adj* 
to present to the major, who camo rushing donn wild 
» with alarm, under the belief that she must ha\e either 
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brokea bcr nock, or lia>e been spitted on the carving 
knife and fork, 

“ ^tVrrab nov, my darling, is it killed } ou are entirely? ” 
he exclaimed, as he caught sight of her 

The shouts of laughter proceeding from all sides, 
and in ■which e-^cn Tiolct and Reginald could not help 
joining proi cnlod her answer from being heard, as the 
major, taking her m his arms, boro her off to her 
cabin tint she might put a fresh skirt on m lien of 
her gravj bespattered dress. 

TIio steward had m the moantimo picked up the leg 
of mutton, w hicb Ind been sent spinning out of the 
dish , and its tenderness was accounted for bj tho 
unusual prcssuie to wluch it had been subjected by tbe 
fair httle dame 

It nppeareil, from tho conaersation of the major, who 
soon returned to the table, that at tho moment his 
wife ivas kicking at him pettishly with her foot the 
ship gai e a roll and she losing her balance, the catas* 
trophe Jatelj witnessed had occurred , a lesson, as he 
obsen ed with a wink, which he piously hoped she 
would m future profit. 

“I congratulate jou my dear that it did not hap- 
pen to jou observed the bngadier to his better half 
I never kick at my bn^^band answered the lady 

Tor the «ake of the ftclmgs of ilr=s ilolony the 
conversation was changed when she at length ap- 
pcaraf, eonsmeridiy cres&^ea onci' toof Her seat" 
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meekly by her husband’s side. Dinner was yirocecdcd 
with ; but cverj’’ now and tlicn sonio of the young 
ensigns burst out into uncontrollable fits of laughter, 
joined in by the rest like the fire of Bkinnishers, as one 
of them happened to recall the incident to mind, — the 
only one hitherto* worth noting during the voyage, 
which promised to tenninato without the occurrence of 
any of greater importance. 

Some days had jwLssed after tins event, when, as the 
ship was still running before the wind, making eight 
or nine knots an hour, with a somewhat heavy sea on, 
a fine young lad — going out to join Ins father and 
mother, who liad obtained some employment for him 
in the uncovenauted ■service — was sky-larking aloft 
with some other youngsters, when, losing his hold, he 
fell into the foaming sea. 

“Jlan overboard 1” was the cry. 

Captiun Lj*ford was on deck in a moment, issuing 
Orders to shorten sail and bring the ship to, that a 
boat might be losvered. The lad could swim, but 
suddenly finding himself plunged amid the foaming 
seas, he lost his presence of mind, and it appeared 
doubtful whether he would keep afloat. A couple of 
chairs and a hencoop had been hove to him, but not 
till ho had been left some way astern. Reginald, on 
healing the cry, ran aft^ and without waiting to take 
off even his liat, lowered himself into the water and 
struck out towards tlie wdl-nigb drowning lad It 
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was evening, and darkness was rapidly coming on. 
Intense was the escitcincnt of all on hoard. Violet 
Boss did not ezhibifc her feebngs as some of the other 
ladies did, by ahnekuig and crying out, but she was 
seen standing on the poop, her gaze fixed on the two 
young swimmers 

Running at the rate the ship was going, they were 
soon lost to sight ; for though the crew were under 
good discipline, it was not to be expected that sail 
could 1)0 shortenf'd as rapidly as on board a man of- 
war 

Opuijcws of all sorts were l-emg Jiazarded. Soros 
ga\o them up for lost, dcclanog tlmt (ho best of 

immers could not keep afloat m such a sea. 

“Tlio young ftUon may dronn, for what I care," 
muttered Captain Ilawkesford, as he turned fonrard, 
away from the rest of tlic lookers on. The captain and 
ofliccrs were too bu'-j to ans'wer the questions put to 
llicm on the subject 

At length the ship was hoaC'to, and a boat witli 
the first mate and a crew of aolunteers was lo^scrcd. 
Xv, av she pulled in tbo direction m which the wimmers 
liod been last seen, (he tliick gathenng gloom an<l the 
foaming sens surrounding her and quickly hiding her 
from sight The cxcitcm*.nt <.n loan! uas intoii<io, 
c\en the captain could wamlj ntam lun coinprsura 
It would hn\o gnat liad Jack Andreim, llic Ia<l 
v.ho bad fallen o\trlioanl, U.<-n olunc , but aoung 
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Jivl t veil* <1 ilio inUn'nl rf rll, nn'l rvvn 4 J 10 
ciM liri|^'lirr drf hrril Uml lu* Wfnil<l !><' I’ftly 
j;^\( vip tiW tlict V>rft liC hvl ftl Ui‘' inViJiR <*f 

MfKiltnn for tlif fjko r f rocoTcnnj; lh« la 1 , nn'l {ln»^ 
wlm kn(\r tli<‘ oM witlMr K'-l, win* nmvrt) tliftt Ills 
nui^l lift\o IwMi cxt-ilKl to nnliici l»»«n 

to fcn) M> r*X)r lutlo\iol<tl TI(‘r fntlji'r could iKt 
fni! to n.in’vrk h r ngilfttion. 1 ul WlHNi-*! tlial «Ijc 
would liiNo ftlt tko faniA if nu) oilier fiitionjr li^r 
fi.llft« matures liad l«rn |»lm4 m Hip fearful jxnl to 
vlucli jouuK llauitrton was tTf»e»sp<l 

Tlic. inoiopnts seemed minute •, the minutes liours, 
03 tlioso on iKjird M'atclipd onxiou'iK f>r th« n turn of 
lilt At Icn^tli tlic captom l»f-gnn to fear for Iicr 

safety, as well as for tlwil of tlic sw mimciv 

"feilenco on dock” lie cried "Does anj one kip 
licrt’ 

No reply was made The ship Imd for some time 
been hose to The ^s^nd winstled through her rigging, 
and the stos washed up her aides ns sho surged slow ly 
forward 

" iJum a blue light, Mr Tiiamins," lio shouted to 
the boatswain who liad got quo nil ready , and ns tlio 
bngbt fire biu'st forth it cast a lurid glare on tlio masts 
anil ngging and the countenances of tho lookers on, 
giving them the hue of death 

Colonel Ross forgetting for a moment tho cfilet 
always produced the light^thouglit that his daughter 
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Tvas going ofi‘ into a swoon. But her trembling voice 
reassured him 

“ I am tliankful to see that signal," she observed. 
" It -will surely enable them to find their way to the 
ship ’’ ' — - 

" I hope that they will bring back our young friend, 
and the lad ho haS bo gallantly hazarded his ovrn life 
to Save," said the colonel; “but tlie difficulty of find- 
ing tbcm in the dark must l>e very groat, unless they 
retain strength gufficieul to make their position known 
by their voices,” " 

“They will come* they wjU come*” exclaimed 
Violet “ Oil, father, it is vciy dreadful * ” She could 
Bay no more. 

The tune went on iloro blue lights wero burned 
Again and again the captain shouted, "Docs any one 
sec the boat^ ” 

At length a seaman e.vclaimccj, "There she isj 
there she is * ” and others declared that they saw her. 
A cheer aroso^ joined m b^' most on board, but it rras 
silenced by the captain. Ho now hiiuself observed tbe 
boat approaching slowly, tossing'up and dorvTi on tbe 
hearing seas Oh, tbe bomblc saspeose to be endured 
till it could be got alongside, for ic «as impossible to 
see w ho vras m her l 

"Ifaro }ou got them s^ft >” asLod the captaiif, im- 
ftble loug<r to rcvtniin bi-. nnvicty ISo nnrwer c^aiae 
I’oasibJy Ibo d-wbiug of the seas drowned lua voice 
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Tlie boat came nearer and nearer, and willing hands 
stood read} to lift on board those she brought back 
On she came Tlie oars were thrown in. Tlic bou- 
nian caugbt the rope hoao to him Eager faces peered 
down into her to ascertain if the lads had been saved. 

' All nght , wo liavo them Safe 1' at length cned a 
voice from the boat. 

Thej are saved I they arc saved ! as echoed 
along the deck, and o\^^n Iho most phlegmatic of the 
passengers shook each others hhnds and expressed 
their satisfaction , while several of tho ladies burst 
into tears --as did ono of the officers as gallant a 
joung fJlow as ocr lived \iolot darted forwanl 
followed bj tho colonel, os lleginald was hoisted 
on deck. Though caidently cvlianstcd ht was able 
to Bland leaning on tho ‘.heuldcr of honest Dick Tluid* 
dichuni ft seaman who had gone ofl m the boat and 
had nsai'tcd him up tho aide. (Dick ought before to 
hast) boon introduced lie wa.** n fine spociiiien of n 
Milor with bn broad shoulders and big buehj beard 
an I whihkcrsL lie boil enmo on Imnl with the young 
cfTcer anl judj,mgbj Uiecagtr wa\ i« wliicli he had 
I-ap<Nl into tie IwM going off to his rricuo was at 
tachfal to him with no onlinniy nllachincnt) ^lokt 
rtopp-il shf rt ra she got clo«e to Ih,.iria! 1 fur ftlnal^ 
he waa ftUrrounl'<l ly tno** of ihf ofiic«n anl |'as- 
f n •> m ra~»T ti rthakt lam 1% ih lian 1 mil entn 
j>Iic ..t ! ua on 1 la uUapdit^ IhgmalJ »-aw 1 tr 
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and TTOuId have “pning forward, when, just as she 
had famtij murmured an csprcssion of thmlJulnef^, 
her father carao up in time to ‘»\o her, osorcorae bj 
her feelings, iitm sinking on tho deck. Ho then, after 
bearidy congrotuJaling Re^nald, led his daughter into 
the cahm 

*' Though I am thanliol that tho young man has 
bten saved, I may have cause to regret that we haic 
met him, if you allow too great an admiration of his 
gallantry and pereonal qualifies to taka possession of 
jour heart ’ remarked* the colonvb " Be cautious m 
future "We know nothing of his birth or position , 
and, attractive as arc his znancers, be maj be merclj 
an unprincipled adventurer— thoogh I hope I should 
wrong him by fhmkTiig so Kow lie down and rest, 
foi it may be better not to appear at the tea table " 

Violet promised to do as her father adsised, but 
before throwing herself on her bed she knelt down 
and poured out her grateful thanks to Heaven for 
Reginald s preservation. 

Tho latter, meanwhile, nearly overwhelmed wiUi 
compbments and congratnlatioos had been led by tlie 
doctor to his berth. 

' Come, come, 2klt Hamerton =aid the ‘ medico 
" I have looked after young Andrews and I must now 
see to you. Ton may think youreelf made of iron, 
but the human frame cannot endure the stram you 
hav e put on it without reaction , and we shall have 
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and ■would hare sprang forward, when, just as she 
bad faintly murmured an expression of thanUulness, 
ber father came up in time to save her, overcome by 
her feelmgs, &t>m sinking on the deck Ho then, after 
heartily congratulating Reginald, led lus daughter into 
the cabin 

" Though I am thankful that the young man has 
been saved, I may have cause to regret that 'we have 
met him, if 3 on allow too great an admiration of his 
gallantry and pei-sonal'qaaUficQ to takb possession of 
your heart,” remarkedHho colonel " Be cautious in 
future We know nothing of ius birth or position , 
and, attmctivo as aic his manners, he may be merely 
an imprmciplcd adventurer — though 1 hope I should 
■wrong him bj thinking so Now ho down and rest, 
foi it may be better not to appear at the tea table ” 

Violet promised to do av her fatber advised , but 
before throwing herself on her bed, slie knelt down 
and poured out her grateful thanks to Heaven for 
Reginalds preservation. 

The latter, meanwhde, nearly overwhelmed with 
compliments and congratulations, had been led by the 
doctor to his berth 

" CJome, come, Mr Hamerton,’ said the " medico , 

“ I have looked after j oung Andrews, and I must now 
see to you. Fou may think yourself made of iron, 
hut the human frame cannot endure the strain you 
have put on it without reaction, and we shall have 
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you on the sick-list to-morrow, unlcsn you lake <luo 
precautions.” 

An unwonted sensation of treakness warned Kegi- 
naW that the doctor wan right; aticl' following his 
advice, he turned in-— inclined to ol;o<licnt also for 
the sake of avoiding Uio further compliments ho felt 
sure the ladies would Ibc .ilisf>osed to pay him Tho 
only gontloinan who .had not sjwkcn to him was Cn]>- 
taiu Ilawkc-sford, who had .turned an ay wlicn ho saw 
that ho na-s .sjife, uttering an expres-sion of bitter ill- 
feeling. ^ ^ 

" She will think nioro of the fellow than c\*cr," ho 
mullered " ^Yould that he were fathoms deep beneath 
the water!” 

Thanks to the docUir's caro, Kcginald by tho next 
morning was quite himself again ; and as soon ns he 
appeared on deck, yonng Andrews, who had also re- 
covcroil, came to him and thanked him with hearty 
expressions of gratitude for saving his life. 

“If it had not been fox you, I should very soon 
have gone down. My gicol wish now is to servo you 
as long as I live , and I only Impo that I may have tho 
oppoiLunitj' of doing so," ho exclaimed. 

"I only did foi you what 1 would have done for 
any other man or hoy,” said Begtnald ; " but at the 
same time I shall be glad of your fuendslup, for, wliat- 
ever our icspectivc ixisitions, we may be able to help 
each other.” 
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Reginald, it mnst be confessed, looked vdih more 
than usual cagemes for the appearance of Violet, who 
had not yet come -on deck — ‘Scarcely heedmg the 
compliments he received from the other ladies, or being 
able to give any \ery clear answers to the numerous 
questions put to him hboht his gallant exploit, as 
they were pleased to call it ",’He did Ins best, how- 
ever, to explain how,'' after having succeeded in I'each 
ing 3’oung Andrews, bo' Imd towed Inm to tho hen- 
coop, to which he held httu. fast till the nmtal of the 
boat ’ — ^ » 

“ Yes, it u<xs tcj’ing," he added , * hut I never lost 
hope. My great fear was that the lad would sink 
firom exhaustion, though I felt capable of holding on 
till the morning I was sure, too, that the captam 
would not leave the spot till he had searched for us by 
daylight” 

Violet at length came on deck. A blush rose to her 
cheek as she put out her liand to welcome Reginald 
She said hut little, however, her eyes speaking more 
eloquently than words Her hitlicr remained by her 
side, imd look an opportiimtj , as soon as he could do so 
without making his object too evident, of leading her 
to the otlier side among the lathes on deck. The 
gallant young ofiiccr was naturally the subject of con- 
versation, and she heard with inward satisfaction his 
praises repealed by all around her Much as Colonel 
Ross liked Reginald he could not help regretting that 
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Violet had ever met lum He could not Ikj blind to 
bis person'll appearance and mannere, but bo naturally 
disliked tbo tliougbt of his datiglitcr manying a man 
of whose birth and fortune he knew nothing ; and ho 
icsolved to break off all ipunection with the youi»g 
stranger ns soon as they landed at Calcutta. Hcginald, 
ho supposed, was not likely to remain long in that city, 
and would bo either again going to sea, or pi'ocecding 
up the country j at least ho fancied, from some rc^ 
marks the young man let drop, such would Ix) the ease. 
Vjolct, too, was not likely to remain long without re* 
ceiving an eligible offer, which ho trusted she would 
have the sense to accept — olthough ho was not iho 
maa to force her to do so against her inclination 
During the remainder of the voyage Reginald en* 
joyed frequent opportumlics of conversing with Violet, 
though, by the colonel’s management, they were but 
seldom left alone. They perfectly Understood each 
other, however ; and the day before the ship was off the 
Sunderbunds, Reginald told Violet that ho loved hei 
better than- life ; and although he confessed there was 
a mystery about his birth, ho said he lioped ere long to 
dear it up, and to be in a position to offer her his 
hand 

" If I, succeed, as 1 have every reason to hope I 
oif>.y, yoiir father will have no causo to refuse mo on 
aecoimt qf my birth and fortune Slore I may not 
tell you , but you will confide in my honour, dearest 
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Violet I know you ! ’ Ho took her h-^nd, which 
she did not ■willidi'aw 

‘ I trust you implicitly I know iny kind fatlicr 
has a sincere regard for you, and he is onl^ at present 
unwilbng to sanction our engagement because ho be- 
he\csthat it would not conduce to mj happiness' she 
nnswci’ed 

Tlie following day the Glamorgan Cas*U dropped 
her anchor in the Hooghjy Shortly aTteriTards a man 
of war steamer hove in sight nnd brought to at a short 
distance fiom the ship A boat from her came along 
side, >vhcn Reginald came up to Colonel and 
Ross. 

*'I most bid you farewell, but I hope that I may 
bo allowed to coll on you m Calcutta ’ ho said with 
tolerable calmness. 

The colonil lusitatcd m his rc,>ly 

* I c&nnot aay siherc my duly will call me, but 
you nnv be assured Mr Ilaraerton that I shall not 
forget you he at length nnswtred eaasiich Fare 
wclf! I SCO your atUnlant at the gangway waiting 
fur y oil 

Viukt pamal at her fathers manner sail liit littK 
Reginald howoMr iin Icr-tooil 1 cr lool mil manner 
and paying a humed nlit.u to U« rest tf the jtfLS 
F ngers he went lowanl^ tit gangwas jus ing as Ic 
did to Caj tain Hawkrsf nl who cn- t at him n sujxr 
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Ci\low% jvni^ without icluminj; his nalulo. 

roilowetl hy Bick TUuiWithuro, he tksccniied to the 
boat, which puilcfl lowarils the Bto.atncr 
' Violet unlclif (1 Iho vessel as i.ho glideJ up the river, 
and oWr\o<l ItoginaW, after Jinncls uilh tlio 

oflicers, standing on tliO pnddlc-ltox, with li syes fixed 
on tlio Ghtmot'tjan Catltc She Httlo though t tho tinio 
how long it nouUl he iKjfore they would again meet I 
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» SGIKiVLD liaving ascertained -where Colonel 
nnd iDss Ross were living, was inahing his 
-way through the broad streets of the " city of 
palaces,” intending to pay his respects to them, 
wlien be met a military-looking man in an undress 
suit, -who, regarding him earnestly, advanced towards 
him with his hand extended 

- My dear hoy, I am delighted to see joul” ex- 
claimed the stranger “Have you l«en successful 1 


I long to hear ” 

•• I am in a fan way. I trust, of succeeding, although 
there may be not a few difficulties in my path,” an- 
Ewered Ee-inali " I ‘'"'J' 1''™''“. Wcv«. t„ 
find you here, as I thought that you wore far away 
-eithoT iu Pegu or at Delhi Are you at Lherty, r„y 
dear Burnett, or can you get leave of absenee 1 If y^. 
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could accompany me, you •would tc of* the greatest 
possible assistance.” ^ ’ 

“Most fortunately, I, obtained leave of absence for 
six months, only yesterday, and •was contemplating 
maVing a shooting ^excursion wth Knox and Jones j 
but they nTust^xcuso me, and I will devote myself to 
your service,” ans'wered Captain Burnett , j 

“ Thank you, my dear fellow , thank you,” exclaimed 
Eeginald, “ Your experience and knowledge of the 
people will smooth away many difficulties which beset 
my path, and X gladly accept your kind ofier.^ I feel 
somewhat selfish, as I know you sacrifice your own 
convenience for my sake” 

“Don't' talk about that, Reginald,” said Captain 
Burnett “ If you have nothing better to do, come 
to my 'quarters and inspect my sporting gear. ^Ye 
may get some shooting on the way ; I always try to 
combine amusement with business ” 

“ I will join you befoie long; but I ha\o a visit, to 
pay first to some friends who came out in the ship 
with me, and unless they detain me I shall soon be at 
liberty " 

“You can easily excuse yourself, and X shall ex- 
pect you at dinner, at all events,” eaid Captain Bur- 
nett 

“ But I would, I confess, rather dmo with them, if 
they ask me,” answered Reginald. “ You would ex- 
cuse me if you knew bow I am circumstanced.’’ 
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“Is a fw lady m llic case?” asked Captam Bur 
nett “ You need not say so , I am auro of it Take 
care, Reginald, don’t gcE entangled. Young fellows 
are apt to do so, and to l>o tony for it nflerMards. 
Come, let me advise jou to lca?o joiir card at your 
friends’, n illi a message tkat y ou are bound up coinitiy , 
and that mil settle the matter The lady vnU bo 
married By tho time you como back again 

“ That I am sure she will not,” esclaitnctl Reginald 
“feho is^otally unlike the ordinary run^oCgirk” 

“ Well, well ! Take my adneo m this mailer, un 
you arc ready to do in others, and retain your fVeedom 
of action,' fiajd Captam Burnett, in a serious tona 
Reginald parting from Ins fnend burned on, hoping 
to find Violet alone. A dark skinned porter, m white 
dress and with turban on head, opened the door, and 
inquired his name The sahib was nob at home, and 
Miss Ross could receive no visitors said the servant. 

1 Take up my card, and say that I am waitmg'' 
replied Regmald 

The porter, after carefully esamining the card, gave 
it to another servant. The man gave a pecubar look 
as he obeyed the order He was some time absent, 
and when, he returned he debvered a note addres-sed to 
Reginald in Violet s handwriting He did not venture 
to open it in the presence of the servants , but as soon 
as he got outside the house he eagerly scanned the 
few lines it contained. 
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could ftccoin|nny me, you would l>c of*ilic greatest 
possible assistance.” ^ ^ 

“Jlost fortunately, I,obtainetl leave of absence for 
ftlx \nonths, only yesterday, and was contemplating 
making a shooting , excursion with Knox and Jones; 
hut thej nrust jyxeuso me, and I will devote myself to 
your service,” answered Captain Burnett . ♦ 

'* Thank you, my de.sr fellow ; thank you,” cvclaiincd 
Beginald, "Your experience and knowledge of the 
people will smooth away many diQicuUics w’ljich beset 
my path, and J gladly accept your kind offer. I feel 
somewhat sclfiab, as I know you sacTifice your own 
convenience for my sake ” 

” Don’t talk about that, Ueginald," said Captain 
Burnett " If you have nothing better to do, come 
to my 'quarters and insjtcct my sporting gear. IVe 
may get some shooting on the wa)' ; I always try to 
combine amusement with business.” 

“ I will join you before long, but I have a visit to 
pay first to some fnends who came out in the ship 
with me, and unless they detain me I shall soon be at 
liberty ” 

“ You can easily excuse yourself ; and I shall ex- 
pect you at dinner, at all events,” said Captain Bur- 
nett 

“ But I would, I confess, rather dine with, them, if 
they ask me,” answered Be^nald " You would ex- 
‘yi&a vsA '£ y-wa know Wn I am. c.wa’awfiteiT/i'w'u” 
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Tluddichum nnd fout nNti\e servants vvero on their 
roid to the north west. 

Ihej bad to proceed for » considerable distance, up 
the riv-er Ganges infthudgeoon Though rudel} built 
she skimnieil memlj over tliQ%atcr when the breezo 
n as favounbla She was deched all oter u ith bamboo , 
and on tiie after part was erected a cottago of bamboo 
■Rhieh sened as a cabin and \ iggage-rooux In tho 
fon. pait were two small ranges of brick work niisctl 
a few inches above the deck with small round holes 
shape Hike a limo-l iln for holding chaicpal on which 
provisions were dressed. Above the cabin and sup 
ported ou upnght bamboos was a grating on which 
tho crew sot or stood to work the vessel A long 
bamboo with a circular board at tho end lived astcin 
served as a rudder the oars also Ixiing long lamboos 
of the ‘«irao descriptioiL The luosl was a stout bamboo 
carrj ing a square Sail and top sail of a coorso and 
fltms} canvas 

Id this clumsy looking craft tho travellers made them 
selves comfoitable however They had also a small 
canoe towing astern in which when the wind was 
contrary and the budgerow had to bring up alongside 
the bank thej made excursions to the other side of 
the river or up one of its affluents. 

Bumttt who was realty a keen sportsman never 
filled to take Ins gun ^nd generally came back wjth 
a gooi supplj ot game. Ono day howcTcr' lie WM 
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” My father has positively forbiilden me to see you,” 
she vrrotc. " He hopes that tUne vriU obliterate your 
image ; but that is impossible Trust to me, as I do 
to you.— Tours, Tiolet.” 

Reginald \ra*i"’nti[tmally bitterly disappointed ; but 
yet- he had ihitli in ^voman’s constancy, ancThe rvcnt 
his way with hopes unabated, feeling sure, from what 
he knew of Colonel Ross, that he would use no liarsh 
measures to compel his daughter to act contrary to 
hex own inclinations Still, he could not feel other- 
wise than pained and anxious By the time, however, 
that ho reached his friend’s quarters, he had somewhat 
recovered his serenity of mind. He kept his own 
counsel, simply observing that Colonel Ross, on whom 
he had called, was not at homo ; and Captain Burnett 
forboio to ask further questions. 

He had plenty of amusement in examining the 
iiflcs and various articles which Captain Burnett had 
prepaicd for his intended shooting expedition. 

“ Yon must accept this rifle fiom me, Reginald,” ho 
s.VkI, pivsenting a first-ratc weapon; "and this brace of 
pistols You may depend on their never missing fii-o, 
if properly attended to And let me advise you always 
to load them jourself, never trust to o servant I 
alnaja do ns I atlvise , one’s life may be sacrificed 
from c.arele'^nesa '* 

Tlio following day tho fnends, attended by Dick 
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Ttiuldiclmm and four native servants, vpcrc on their 
roid to tlie north-ivesL t 

They had to pioceed, fora considerable distance, up 
the liver Ganges inabudgetott. Though rudely built, 
she skimnicd mcmly over tlic'Vkatcr ^vhen the breeze 
V as favounblo. Slie w is decked all oi;cr i\ ith bamboo , 
and on tiie after-part was cncted a cottage of bamboo, 
Tvluch icrNcd as a cabin and biggago-rooin. In the 
fore part were t«o small ranges of bnck nork, raised 
a few inclkcs above the deck, vnlli small round holes, 
fihaiH.d'hke a hotc kiln, for holding charcoal, ejn which 
pioMsions wero dresacik Above the cabin, and sup- 
ported on upright bamboos, was a grating, on nhich 
Iho crew sat or stood to work the ve»«scL A long 
bamboo, with a circular board at the end fi\ed astern, 
served ns a rudder, tbo oars also bemg long bamboos 
of the same doscnjition 1 ho mast v\ as a stout bamboo, 
carrying a sfpiarc Sail and lop-saii of a coarse and 
(limsy canvas 

In this chini'<j looking craft the tni ellerj made them 
selves comfottabk, however Ihe^ had also a small 
canoe towing aslcni, m which, when the wind was 
contnviy, and the budgtrow Ind to bring up alongside 
the Isink, the) made cvcuimohs to tin. other side of 
the nver or up one of lU afilucuts 

Bnrnitt, wlio was nail) a hciii sjiortstnan never 
fulcil to take Ins j^un^ and A'iiurall> mivii* fr.vkV 
a good suppl) of gawt One dav, however' he was 
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unwell, aud Reginald started by himself to visit eotat ^ 
interesting ruins a short distance ahead, the canoe being 
paddled by two of tho ciewi* 'They had got some tKs- 
tance when he found that tie had hiought neither his 
rifle noY pistols : however, ho did not think it woith 
while to return' for’them They were at some little 
distance fiom {he hank, when one of the crew cried 
out, — “ See/ sahib, see ! Here comes a tiger ! ’* ' 

On looking in the dlicctlon in which the man 
pointed, he caught sight, not of a tiger, but of a liug© 
panUiev, and. a native about a hundred yaids before 
liitn mshiug at headlong speed, hounding and spring- 
ing towards tho river, while the panther with rapid 
leaps pursued its hoped-for prey. Regiuald ordered 
tho men to paddle In towards the shore, In the hope 
of rescuing tho panting wretch from tho jaws of the 
panther. Just before Uiey reached the bank, tlie 
native bounded into the water, which loso up to his 
neck; but he was appmenlly too osdiausted to swim 
towards tbe canoe, though with imploring accents he 
entreated tho sahib to come to his rescue 

At that instant the dark snout of an enormous croco- 
dile rose above the surface — tho saurian, to Reginald’s 
horror, making its way towards tho stru^Vmg native. 
" Crocodile ' crocodile I” shouted Reginald to the 
native; who, hearing him, after a moment’s hesitation 
rushed back towards tho bank, thus again facing the 
panther. Tlic creature for a moment appeared discon- 
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ccrtcd at tlio suddca mo\cuent of its expected victim 
and the approach of the cat»oe» towards which the man 
made a desperate sprihg, but the savage panther, 
eager for its prey, at the sartie moment leaped forward 
and seized the unhappj man by Jho leg, while Kegi- 
nnld grasped Ins arm. At that instant the crocodile, 
which had retreated a short distance, dashed up, ami 
catching the mis/'rablo being — who gave vent to the 
laosi fearful ‘ihrieks— by the other leg, with one snap 
of it^ jaws bit it oft ^ . 

In vain Hcginald sbouted to the crevr to attack tho 
oreiturcs with their oara. The cowardly wretches in- 
stead of moving, shrank down at the further end of 
the canoe, while the panther, peeling oJT tho flesh of 
tho ieg, readied at length the ankle, wliere with a 
horrid crunch it severed llie bone, and galloped avnj 
With the fearful mouthful 

Eeginald drew the poor man — now quite senseless — 
into tho canoe, and endeavoured to stanch tho blood 
floTfing fiom his wounds by tourniquets, formed of 
pieces of wood, round the upper parts of bis logs , hut 
bis efforts were in vain, and before tho cauoe reached 
the budgerow the man was dead 

Conlmumg their couree up tho Ganges visiting on 
their \v<vy sev eral of the numerous towns temples, and 
•rmwe f mivfuij Amisr mhvat «»djwr Atr ifeantf; Aiuy 

length landed, and contmued their route by land. 
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unwell, and Reginald started by liiniself to visit eome ^ 
interesting ruins a short distance abdnd, the canoe being 
paddled by two of tbo crow^'^Tbey bad got some dis' 
tauco when lie found thcit bo luul brought neither Vis 
riQo nor pistols : however, he did not think it woilh 
while to return' for*tliom. They were nt some little 
distance from ^he hank, when one of the crew cried 
out, — ** Sec, sahib, seel Hero comes a tiger r‘ 

On looking in the direction in which the man 
pointed, ho caught sight, not of a tiger, but of a huge 
panther, and. a native about a lumdied yaids before 
him lushing at headlong 6|>ccd, bounding and spring- 
ing towm-ds the river, witile the pantber witii mini 
leaps pui-sucd its liopcd-for prey. Rogiuald oideicd 
the men to paddle in towards the shore, in the hopo 
of rescuing the panting -wretch from tbo jaws of the 
panther. Just before they reached tho bank, the 
native bounded into the water, which loso up to his 
neck ; but he was cppaicntly too eshausted to swim 
towards tho canoe, though with imploring accents ho 
entreated the sahib to com© to his rescue. 

At that instant the daik snout of an cnoi-mous eroco- 
dilo rose above the soiface — the saurian, to Reginald’s 
horror, making its way towards the struggling native 
" Crocodile ' crocodile ’ ” shouted Reginald to the 
native *, who, hearing him, oiler a moment’s hesitation 
rushed back towaids the bank, thus again facing the 
panther. The creature for a moment appeared discon- 
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certed at Ibe sudden movement of its expected victim 
and tlje approach of the canoe, towards which the man 
made a desperate spritig ; .Imt the savage panther, 
eager for its prey* at the same moment leaped forward 
and seized 'the unhappy man by the leg, while Eegi- 
nald grasped his arm. At that instant the crocodile, 
which bad retreated a short distance, dashed up, and 
catching the miserable being — who gave vent to the 
most fearful shrieks — by the other leg, witli one snap 
of its Jaws bit it off ^ ^ _ 

In vain. Reginald shouted to the crew to attack the 
creatmes with their oara The cowardly wretches, in- 
stead of mo>ing, shrank down at the further end of 
the canoe ; while the panther, peeling off the flesh of 
the leg, reached at length the ankle, where with a 
horrid crunch it sei ered the bone, and galloped away 
'with the fearful mouthful 

Reginald drew the poor man — now quite senseless — 
into the canoe, and endeavoured to stanch the blood 
flowing from his wounds by tourniquets, formed of 
pieces of wood, round the upper parts of his legs , but 
Ins efforts were in vsun, and before the canoe reached 
the budgerow the man was dead 

Continuing their course up the Ganges, visitin" on 
their way se% eral of the numerous towns, temples, and 
ruins of various sorts which adorn its hanks, they at 
length landed, and conUnued their route by land. 
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Tliey "were now in a woodj distnct bordering the banl^ 
of a river, when Captain Burnett’s " shikaree wallah,” 
or huntsman, informed them that it abounded in tigers 
and that if they wished to kill a few they would have 
an opportunity of doing so Although Begjnald would 
gladly ha\e pushed on he saciificed lus own wishes 
for the sake of allowing his friend to enjoy a few days’ 
sport 

Bnmelt Ind a fnend (itajor Sandford) living at a 
Milage not far off who, hearing of their arrival, in- 
vited them to take up their abode at his bungalow 
Ho confirmed the report of the abundance of tigers, 
which the BupcrstiUous Hindoos took no pains to 
destroy, observing — “Tliey believe that tho souls of 
men pass after their death into tho bodies of animals, 
and that it must bo tho sou! of some great personage 
alone which is allowed to inhabit tho ferocious tiger 
Thej tUerefoTo allow tho creatures to range about as 
they please , and when any pooi fellow is seized hj 
one of the brutes — as is fixjquenlly tho case — ho will 
humbly beg tho ligcr ealiib to sot him free or to finish 
Imn mercifully The natives however liavc no ob- 
jection to mj killing any of their lordships , and wo 
will this evening go to a fort on the banks of tlic 
tivuges mar vshich they are wont to jvisa on thtir 
unv to dnnk at the n>ir will cijiy provihions 

and lifjuor so that wt may pass our time agreeably 
till one of tho brutes apjienni 
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TJjc party acconJmgly, acconjpamed by several 
natives of rank, with their servants, set out, and were 
not long jn reaching thetr destination Tlie top of 
tlio fort offered a safi-^spot whence any number of 
Wild beasts could be shot down without the slightest 
risk to the Bportamen of being attacked m return. A 
table and chairs wero placed on the roof of the fori, 
and the English gentlemen and Hindoos sat in the 
cool of the evening quaffing their claint and convers- 
ing on various topics, with iheir rifles ready loaded 
placed against the parapet, while a Jook-oirt kept 
watch for the approach of a tiger, panther, or any 
other denizen of the forest. 

*' Few men have more narrowly escaped becoming 
tiger's meat than I have, ' said Major SaniUbrcL "I 
carry some ugly marks about me to bear witness 
to the fact , besides having the slight ' halt ' in my 
walk which you may have observed. I was, some 
eight years ago, out shooting with several companions, 
and being somewhat tired, I sat down on the side of 
the bank, having left my gun a few feet from me 
The rest of Uie party had gone to a little distance, 
when, suddenly looking op I •'aw a h«go tiger spring 
out of the jungle and before I had time to reach my 
gun the brute bad suzed me by the leg — which I 
tliought, by the fearfal way he held it he would hav e 
bitten off Tlie rest of the iKiity, seeing my fearful 
condition, begnn to sliont at the top of their voices. 
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lioping to drive off Ibe l}easi. They 'were afiaid to 
fire, for fear of killing me. But tlio tiger was not to 
he disappointed of his expected dinner j so, tlnowing 
me o\er his back with one jerk, off he trotted. I 
did not, however, lo^*toy presence of mind ; but recol- 
lecting that I Kail a brace of pistols in my belt, I 
drew one ‘and pulled the trigger. To my boiror, it 
missed fire I I hod etUl another. I mannged.to get 
hold of it, well knowing that if that missed my fate 
was scaled. Pointing the muzzlo at the brute’s head, 
I fired. The tiger gavo a leap, and opening its mouth, 
let me drop, while it fell down dead by my side, 
I sa'amblod away as fast as I could, scamely believing 
that 1 was safe, till my friends coming up assurctbino 
of the fact, and congratulated mo on my merciful 
escape ” 

The subject of the power of the human eye " over 
the most savage animals was touched on. 

" There can bo no doubt about U,” oliaorved Captain 
Bumett. “ I was one© a abort distanco from a villngc, 
accompanied iiy my sbikareo wallal), %rhen we licard 
the cry of 'Help! hclpl — n ligert a tigorl’ resound- 
ing through the forest IIa\ing londcil our guns with 
btdiets, and Rf'cn that our pistols wore primed, wo 
hurried towards the spot, when we came in -sight of a 
native who stood facing a huge tiger rrom our 
Tc'is.'tivw "fct* WEeftrwVirA 

without running the risk of bitting tbo man ; wo 
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thercfoTO slioulecl logeUier to tty ond maVc the tiger 
move. Ho did so, Rod I at length got a shot at lum 
\ ufc though ho \\ 'VS hit, gK he went without his ex 
pected ipeal IJio n'iti\e then told «s that wlulo in 
ihc jnnglo he had suddenly caugKt sight of a heist 
about to spring on him when nith adpilrihlo pre'^ence 
of mind, instead of running lie stood wHh his ejo 
steadily fixed on the savigo monster Tl\e tigci 
navciuig lofore the Imimn cjo slunk hehind a hu'^h, 
hut c\ erj now and then he jiccred forth to see trhether 
the mans glance was still fixed on him The brute 
continued moi mg from bush to bush as if cudeavow 
mg to aioid the undaunted gaze of his odrersarj, that 
ho might hire an opportunity of springing out and 
apizing hmi Each time the tiger nioicd thcnitiie 
turned facing hxs cunning foe and shouting at the top 
of his Noice m the liopc that as'^isUince miglit come to 
lum 

I cm narrate n still luorc wondciful instince o! 
the same power ohsened one of the native gentlemen 
But as ho spoke the look out tummg round ^iid 
in ft low whisjKr— Hero comes the tiger saliib’ 
and the sjiortsnien spnn^jing from tl cir scats seized 
their guns, rcadj to fire at the inonst r as =ooa as it 
should come within range. At a leisurely \aco the 
tiger troltiHl on the oulhne of its form been clearly 
iw ^iVr rBoonA-gAiJ li bsti jusd gud mVro. die wirtirr 
when Burnett firmg the monstrous bnite rolled over 
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caitiiig a glance of dcrtancc at tlie foo it lia<l onlj 
then discovered A Bccond shot Jaid it lifeless bu 
the ground Both gentlemen reloaded , and Reginald 
proposed Tiuri-jing domi to secure the slvin. ^ 

We may very likelj if we do so, lose our own ’ 
ohseivcd the majox * Lot us wait and beforo long 
we may add a few more tigfers to our bag 

Thej were not disappointed Another tiger and two 

panthcin were shot » This being the most accessible 
part of the bank for tome distance it was ev identic the 
watering place of numerous wild animals. They had 
just killed their thud tigei and weie agieeing that it 
was time to secure the skins and return homo when a 
fourth tiger appeared stalking leisurely out of the 
jungle towards the water coming much nearer the 
fort than any of the others had done It stopped foi 
a moment and looked up ol its foes without exhibit- 
ing the alarm which the others liad displayed Rcgi 
nald declared that lie caught the gleam of gold on its 
neck. 

It may be an enchanted prince then said Bur- 
nett or ns our friends here believe, the habitat of 
the Boul of some great maharajah who has not laid 
aside all the trappings of royalty , — but wc shall soon 
Icam 

As he spoke he raised his rifle to fire The tiger at 
that moment however gave a sudden bound and 
esewf/cA \Vftj WA Wmvng TtmTid f-n^Aenefi by 
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tho no\SG, spring back quick as lightning into the 
jungle, before any of the rest of the partj could tal c 
steady atm , 

Ko otiicr ardd beast appoanng the party descended , 
and ivlnlc some kept wateb to shoot anj which might 
como out of the jungle, the others “scenred the skins of 
the beasts which Inl been sKm Packing them up 
on the backs of the elephants tliey retuined to Majoi 
Sandfords bungalow well satisfied nith their nights 
sport 

The nc'^t day they set out to visit the more distant 
part of tho forest, Tho part) had four elephants. 
Reginald and Burnett with their fnend and sea oral 
native gentlemen weic seated m liowdabs on the 
backs of tho elephants. Ihe howdah is «!omotliing 
like tho lx)dj of a carriage, oi ith an awning to shield 
the occupants from the Jical of tho sun. Gorgcouslj 
ornanicntoil cloths covered the backs of the huge 
animals while the tnahouLs sat on their necks to 
direct them ■where to go and what to do Reginald 
not accustomed to that stylo of *!hooting tl ought it 
verj dull work and longed to bo on foot whei-o ho 
could encounter the savage monsters face to face 
On reaching the jungle the ckphants moved alon" 
tho bonlcrs to some distance while beaters with loud 
shouts endeavoured to dislodge anj tiger which mmht 
hfc 'Askwig aVjtrc KV Vagi'll up went the trunks of 
the elephants _Q sure -sign that t! cv 1ml discovered 
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a tiger at no great distance. The bnite, seeing so 
many enemies, Imd jip^rcntly no stomacli for the 
fight, and was Qbscrs’cd fitcaling olT amid the jungle. 
Three or four shots were fired at it, but ‘so rapid 
and eccentric were its movements that it escaped 
them alL As no other tiger appeared, Reginald at 
last proposed to Burnett that they should seek the 
savTigo brutes in their lain Bunielt agreed, but 
cautioned him to be on the alert, and to keep his 
attendants close to him, with their rifles loaded, that 
he might have another weapon at hand should he fail 
to kill the animal at the first shot 

“ Remember, your life may depend on it ; for, be- 
UcTC me, a wounded tiger is the most dangerous of 
antagonists ” 

Dismounting from the elephants which had carried 
them to the borders of the jungle, each gentleman, 
attended by a native canying an additional gun, ap- 
proached the jangle, into which the beaters fearlessly 
threw themseU es. Tlio forest was tolerably thick, so 
that tliey soon by some chance became separated. 
Reginald, hearing the beaters, and believing that they 
were driving a tiger towards liim, made bis way 
onwai-d to a spot from whence he believed that he 
should have an opportnmty of filing to advantage. It 
was near the river, with a small open space in front of 
him, through which there was every probability that 
the tiger would make ita way Ho took his post 
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behind a thick tree, \7Inch would afford him sheltei 
should ho fail to hnng down the animal at the first 
shot, nlulc he chained his attendants to keep n 
^vatchful ejQ around lest the creature might como out 
behind him Scarcely had he taken up Ins post when 
he lieard a loud dialtcmig and looking up sau tliat 
the trees were aUve with monkcj s, which were peering 
down upon him wondering what had brought so 
stniige-looking an animal mlo their domam As he 
did not move they grew bolder, and began frolicking 
about, swinging backwards and forwards, some with 
both paws others with one turning 80incr«aults and 
performing all sorts of stringe antics. 

'Sec, sahib I what is that? said the shikaiue 
wallah in a low v oicc pointing to a suiinj spot at no 
great distance ofi where Reginald caught sight of the 
huge head of a crocodile vrjth its jaws open The 
crcatuie was apparently fast asleep basking m the 
sun Reginald laiscd his nfie intending to shoot the 
■yiunan when at that moment thcic was a lustlic" in 
the bush and a magnificent young tigress w ilked out 
on hev way to dnnk at the nver The creature Lad 
not advanced far when her eye fell on the crocodile 
towards winch she stealthily crept her soft padded 
feet makuig not the slightest noise as thej tiod the 
ground. Reginald was tliankful that he had not fhed 
at the crocodile as it ptohably would have brought 
tho tigress upon liimscif it the veiy moment that ho 



CAUGHT IN A TRAP. 


S4 

was unarmed Ho coQsidcied whether he should 
shoot the magnificent creature, but he "was curious to 
see what she would do with the crocodile On she 
went, till she got within a little distance of the saurian, 
when, making a spring, she seized the creature’s 
tongue, c\idently with the intention of dragging it 
out Tim attempt was a dangerous one. The instant 
the crocodile felt her paw in its mouth, it closed its 
huge jaws, and holding her foot fast, began to craul 
towards the water. So great was the agony she suf- 
fered that she was unable to make any resistance, or 
to seize the head of the erocodUe in her mouth. While 
she shrieked with pain, the crocodile slowly drew her 
on towards the river, into which, her instinct told her, 
should the saurian once dive, her fate would be sealed 
In vain the tigrcas struggled to free herself, and drag 
back the crocodile. The monkeys, meantime, seemed 
to think the afiair great fun ; and seeing their two 
cncralea engaged, began to descend the brandies close 
to tile ground ; and one of them, more daring than 
the rest, actually tried to get liold of the car of (ho 
tigress She, however, lifting up her jwiw, nas about 
to give it a blow which would have finished its exist- 
ence, when, nimbly climbing up again, it got out of 
her way JUanwhile, the crocodile was dragging Ihu 
unfortunate tigre«.s still nearer mul nearer the nvtr. 
She turned her eye.s round, as if to louk for some 
branch which she might grasp, and save herself from 
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her impending fate. At that moment the} fell on 
Reginald, when she ga\6 him a look which seemed to 
implore his pity, ns he thought In a few seconds 
the crocodile would have reached the water, but just 
then the tigress caught a firm hold of the trunk of 
a tree projecting into the nrer, to which she held on 
at the nsk of having her paw bitten off Possiblj 
the saunnn might at the same time, have seen its 
human foes, or it might have been that the sudden 
jerk it received in consequence of the powerful resist- 
imco put forth bj its captive made it open its mouth 
The trgress on this quickly drew out her fearfullj- 
mangled paw, leaving tlie crocodile to plungo with a 
loud flop into the vvater, deprived of its cspected prey 
while she, fearing perhaps that it might again return 
to seize her, crawled back howhng with pam towards 
the thicket 

’ Shoot, sahib! shoot’ ’ cschimcd the shiLvroc 
wallah , but Reginald had not the heart to do so 
Slowly the tigre«s crawled on probably fearing him 
more than she had her late enemy, and turmog a glance 
towards him in which defiance was mingled with 
dread Feeling herself unable to fight it was evi- 
dently her intention to escape if she could , but over 
come at length with the fearful pam she was suffering 
she sank down exhausted on the ground The native 
huntsman seemed to think it a piece of folij on tho 
part of Reginald not at once to despatch her 
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“No, I 'Will not do that,” said Reginald in answer 
to his expostulations. “It is not the custom of 'wliito 
men to slaughter a fallen foe. See 1 the poor tigress 
looks up as if imploiing my assistance.” 

“ As you think fit, sahib,” answered the huntsman ; 
“ but if she recovers she will become the mother of 
numberless tigers and tigresses ; and wbo jcan tell ho'W 
many people they ■will destroy ? ” 

This argument would have prevailed with Reginald, 
and he would, at all events, have allowed the hunts- 
man to kUl the tigress, had she not at that moment 
cast at him a look, which he seemed to fancy imploiod 
hU mercy. As he approached, however, while she lay 
on the ground unable to move, she uttered a loud 
snatl of anger, and ground ber teeth, and opened out 
the claws of her uninjured feet, as the feline race arc 
wont to do, M if about to seize him. Still he perse- 
vered, wishing, if possible, to capture the animal 
alive. Speaking to her in a soothing voice, he 
got near her bead, holding lus rifle in such a posi- 
tion that he might fire in a moment, should she 
tum round and attempt to seize him-, she 'uas, 
ho'n'ever, too much hurt to move. Gradually ho 
got close to her head, \»hen, stooping down, he first 
patted it gently, still uttering the same sootliing words. 
At first, while he continued to stroke it, she looked up 
suspiciously at him, as if to ask what he wanted ; but 
soon understanding that his motives were friendly. 
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»,,o cc-^cd her one. At length ,1- P-t out h« 
laecnted Inul,, ,ud seemed to usA lum to do ,ehat he 
could to relievo her p-un Ho fortune oly had a flash 
of Slant, .ulus poAel. vvrth winch hohethed her foot, 
end then, taking out a handkerchief, ho eaiefullj 
hound It up It seemed at once to relieve the eninel 
of painr and all the natural faoeity of her eonnten- 
auee disappearing she east at Inm a look full of grati- 
tude, while she attempted to lick Ins hand 

Nothing could encccd the asloliishnicnt o the 
shikaree Mallah and his companion -who had during 
the time lOtiicd to a rcsimctfol distance --when the} 
saw the tigress get up and slowly folloii negmald a, 
a do- does Its master She, howes er, would not a low 
them to approach her hiit snarled in a nay winch 
made them immediatclj take to fligit egina on 
this called them hack, and slmking the head of the 
t, naa, tried to make her iindcmtaiid that she was to 
Jat them a, fricada She nndemtoed him, and 
when they came near she no longer showed any sign. 


of wishing to hurt them 

.y\hy Kihil' eaclaimciUho shikaree wallah seel 
she IS not a wild tigress afler all Ihem is a golden 
oollarn intiher neck Sl,e must have helongcd to some 
great rajah and made her cscai« from his palace 

On a closer caaimnation Kcginald discovered what 
the gmek eye of tin nativc.had detected a hand of 
gold isartlv hidden ly the crcalmc s hair 
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"Thcro cnnnot be a doubt, then, tliat hho is tbe 
very animal wo saw last nlght,'^ observed Reginald. 
"She is my propert)* now, at all events; anti I feel 
very sure that she will follow no one else." 

By litis time tho shouts and erics of, the beaten 
ceased to reach their oars, and Reginald knew that 
they must have gone in a different dlrcclion to that 
which ho had followed. Several shoU, hou'eyer, the 
sotind of which came from a distance, showed* him 
that Burnett and his pat ty had met with game ; hut 
as lie found no real pleasure in tigor-shooting, he was 
anxious to get back to the bungalow, wlicro tlioy in- 
tended to stop till the next evening hoforo resuming 
their journey. He wished, indeed, to astonish hia 
friend, by exhibiting his prize/ when Burnett 'u ns 
boasting, as he probably would, of tho number of 
tigers he had killed Leaving word ^Yith tho elepliant 
drivers that ho had returned on foot, and bidding 
them say nothing about his captive, he hastened home- 
ward, followed by his two astonished attendants 

“ He is indeed a wonderful young man,” observed 
tho shikaiee wallah "How courageously he walked 
up to the tiger ; it makes my knees even now tremble 
to think of it Wallah, he is a bravo youth.” 

As Reginald walked on, with his hand on tho 
tigress’s head, he considered what name he should give 
the animal " She has avidenlly become attached to 
me, and will follow me about like a dog,” ho said to 
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"Very likely she may bo of use, too, for I 
suspect that no robbers, nor OTen IhUgs, would dare 
attack a man with a tigress as his protector 
shall I call her? Violet’ Violet ^ Ko, certainly not 
There is n^lhing^ in common, except I may ".ay affec- 
tion, for rae‘ Faitliful* Yes, Taithful That, I am 
sure, mil prove the chacf characteristic of the creature 
raiUiful shall be her name* ’ 

By the time he had arrived at this decision he 
reached Major Saadford’s bungalow Tho sitting- 
room was of large extent, ornamented witli the skins 
of antelopes, bison, and stag horns of aanous kinds, 
and with aatno swords, liows, arrows, sjiears, and 
battle-axes, while the floor was co\cred with tho 
hides of bear«, leopards, tigers, and dvor , and a num 
her of tables sofas, and chairs of all sha|)os wero 
•cattcrod about on it Placing three of the chairs in 
a row, Beginald covered Ihcni with skins, so as to 
form a screen , and calling to Faithful, he bade ber be 
down behind Ihein. IIo threw himself on a sofa in 
front la await the arn\al of hig friends. Beferc long 
ho caught Sight of Burnett’s elephant approaching 
“How comes it, jou lazj fellow, tint jou return 
iiome w ithout a single skin to show ? ' asked Captain 
Butowtt, as he entered. 

“Pardon me, but I haac not returned without a 
‘Here I'atihfu} rf-Avs-ir ’ 

A' he spoke the tigrc«s rai<c 1 her head alovc the 
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screen with a menacmg es^aression in her countenance, 
■wliicli made Burnett start lxlcI^ fin(r''draw one of his 
r^tois. ^ y " 

“ Don’t fire 1 " exclaimed Reginald''' ^*^The brute is 
tame, though I only captured her this rndirimg. Seel 
1 bccame-her suigeon, and she is grateful ipf'tbo ser- 
vice 1 rendered her.” ' . 

Burnett could scarcely believe his senses, 'lill the 
secret of her apparent sudden tameness was Vliscloscd 
At dinner Faithful crouched domi at her new mas- 
ter’s feet, and gratefully accepted the small 'morseh 
thrown to her ; though Burnett advised tliat she 
should have a more substantial meal, or she might 
take to helping herself, if pressed by hunger, -'to n 
human creature, if not to some of the tame anmials 
they might meet with on 'Iho road. In the evening 
Reginald again dressed tho tigress’s foot, when she 
exhibited the same marks of gratitude os before, i 
Tliough tbo tigress wiw much better the next 
morning, sbe was still too lame to walk, and accord- 
ingly Reginald Jiad a Jatge wooden cage made for her, 
with a bed in it of dry grass, on which she might re- 
pose witli perfect comfort Tins eago was slung on 
tho hack of aii elephant, counlcrlwilanced by several 
bea\y articles It was some time, however, before tho 
sagacious elephant, which know perfectly well tho 
contents of the cage, would allow it to be lifled up on 
its back Taithful also felt verv unea-sy when brougjit 
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nenr tho clopl>ant , and not till the cage had been 
cozapht^]} covered »/▼ so tJint the tn'o ADiiuals could 
not each other} ■were the dmers able to secure it. 

Thcjourncyms resumed, and occasionally stopping 
to have a day's sport, — to which KegimlJ consunted 
more for his friend s sake than Ins owti,' — greatly to 
Ins satisfiction, they at length imrcd m sight of the 
domes minarets of Allahipoor, the city lu the far 
anterior to irhich they were bound They encamped 
outside, that they might get into order and present 
thcmscires m a becoming manner to the rvjah ileer 
All Siagb, tho despotic go>ernor of the prorince. 
Captain Burnett put on his unifoi-m, and all the at- 
tendants diessed themscl^’es in tlieir best costumes, 

‘'t haTc made up my mind to appear m my seaman’s 
dress,’ said Reginald, “from what I haro heard of 
Meer Ah, he is move likely to give me a favourable 
reception should I present myself in an unpretending 
manner than with all the pomp I could assume. It 
will also ha\c the effect of making his favourites less 
jealous of me, and unsuspicious of my object. I do 
not aUiido so much to tlie natives as to a European 
who IS about the rajah, a certain Andr^ Coebfit by 
name, onginnlly a barber who was my father s great 
enemy, and is now m high favour at court. I must 
bo prepared for every oltelructioa he can throw m my 
way , but as ho is not acquainted with tho name I 
bear, he will not suspeetwho I am. \ou must appear 

S33) 5 
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as the person of cliief itapoitancc, wliUo you represent 
me as a friend -a'liom you liavc brought for the ’sake 
of companionship This Trill throw Cochhb off Itis 
guard. And if wo manago to play our mds well, 
we may gain tlm conBdcnco of the rajah ; when I hope 
that he may then he induced to deliver nji my father’s 
propcity, and the casket containing the valuable deeds 
I am in search of." 1 ^ 

Captain Burnett agreed to tho wisdom of Reginald’s 
plan, and, in oixler to assume as much importance as 
possible, sent in to the rajah to announce their arrival, 
and to rcf^uest that they might bo permitted to pay 
their respects The plan succeeded even bettor than 
they had expected The next morning, os they were 
ptopating to move, a suwarree, oi retinue of elci>hants 
and horses, was seen approaching, headed by one of 
the rajah's principal officers. The train of elephants 
was splendidly equipped with silver howdahs, and 
aecompanied by suwaxrs, or horsemen, in red and 
yellow, followed by an irregular though picturesque 
body of infantxy, amicd with swords, long matchlock 
guns, and shields Some had enormously long spears 
covered over with silver; while amid them were 
curried largo triangular giccn banners* The silver 
bowdahs, the flowing drc&scs, tho glowing colours, and 
tho majestic size of the animals wlucli formed the most 
promment part of tho group, hod altogether a wonder- 
fully picturesque and scenic ap^caranca The strangers 
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•\rero JnMlcd to mount the olepbanb, and m a few 
miuntc's thcj Jouod ihcmselrcs forming part of the 
cunous procession they had before been admiring 
Thus the} entered the gates of the ancient citj The 
houses thej passed were closclj packed and built of 
cHj, the lanes dirty in the extreme and so narrow 
that they frequently had to proceed in single file. 
Teggars snanned at o\ery angle and on the steps of 
del's door, xvhilo tbo uholo population appeared 
ariiiiKl citlicr with matchlock gun or pistols Some 
tamed a short beut sword called a tulwar with 
shield on shouldtr The tmdera walked about with 
tulwars ly thur sides while the idlers carried loth the 
ptslol and the shield. The latter is of bufhlo hide 
goitcnll} covered with bra-s-s knobs an I is worn on 
the left shoulder Tho fierce looking moustaches of the 
Ibijpoots and Palnns and tho black licards of the 
3lii‘!SHlmans, with their tulwars and shields as the) 
swaggered about, gave them o pvarticularlj warlike 
air Lven grave-looking men, earned about m palan 
quuis an I ccuntmg Uicir beads had ‘several sword and 
I nckicr attendants. Some of tho more consequential 
rodo on elephants also nccompanicel Ij a retinue of 
anned men. Lvtn Uio people lounging at the shop 
doors were armed with swords and had tlioir shields 
ovcrtbcir Khotihkr% After passing through a num 
tier of them narrow ami Jirtv streetc redeemed here 
Mill llitrol, prclU iBcjiK, nillfiiw „ 
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fcv\ largo houses tho part> entered n >\ ide niul hand* 
Bomo sUett, — honlciLdbj colonnades of a Inghlj omn* 
mental st}lo of nrclntoclurc, — along vhtch tho\ pro- 
ceeded, till the} reached the house nppomUd h} the 
rajah for thtir residence It liclongctl to one of the 
Kuropean oflicers nl tho court who was now absent, 
and possessed ample accommodation for a much larger 
party than tlioirs 

Reginald had kept Faithful sccuitd m her cage 
He area cunoua to Know how she would hchaso in a 
citj, and ho waited anxiousl} for tho arrival of their 
owTi clepliants and baggage The} came, at last On 
tho cage being placed on tho grbimd, ho took oil Uio 
covering Faitliful was l}»ng crouched down She 
vras evidcally much put out at tho wa} she had boon 
treated, and tho fierce expression of her c}o made 
him doubt at first whether it would bo wise to Bet her 
froc After Bpcaktug in soothing tones, and stroking 
her head for a short tnno, Iho expression changed, when 
opening the side of the cage so as to cnalJo him to 
reach her paw, he stooped down and dressed it care- 
fully She looked up vwilh an expression of giatitudo 
m her countenance , and now telling her to follow 
him be conducted her mto the sitting room, where he 
bad left bis fneud As Regmald took bis seat at tlio 
dinner table Faithful lay dovm by his side and tliank- 
fully ate the bits of food thrown to her When after 
■waiAa xvsjJjai:?. wxsoMraisft.A y/urf-LtA-’o 
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qmct e^nig them, ho\^e^c^, narrowl) Next da^ 
aa ofbeen- — no a min than Andi-d Cochfit, who 

had uow l»ccomc a hban or noblo — amred to summon 
them to Ills mallei Ihctajah, “the Hefugoof the^7otld,’’ 
who W 1 S i-ead) to allow them the honour of an audience 
“ AVe will oboj the summons, khan," said Captain 
15ume(t, and he and Reginald immediately got ready 
The captain had prepared the presents \s hich, 
according to Oriental etiquette, it is usual t© offer to 
a ruling piinco on being first introduced, and he had 
giren the neces^aiy instructions to Reginald. Tlio) 
each took four gold mohurs, which they placed on fine 
inuslin handkercliicfb to be held m the palm of their 
hands. 

‘ Tliere that will do, said Captain BuracU, “uo 
mu^t ofler them in this style , and if the ryah is 
inclined to be gracious wc shall not be the losers by 
the transactioa 

Piitlmg the inone^ and hindkcrchicfs in their 
pockeh. thc^ went out into tiio comtjard of their 
liouse, Mhero thej found nclily caparuoned steeds 
awaiting them Tbej mounted Burnett accomiiany 
mg the khan and Reginald following m his usual nauti 
c-al costume attended hj Dick Thuddiclmm wlio sat 
bis steed much in the stjJe of ciilois m general His 
appearance contrasted greath with that of tlie nchly 
liabited nati\es who rode on either side of him , and 
his attempts at convereation cwscil them a good deal 
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of amxisement, thoTigU none ’of those he addressed could 
understand a -word he said, nOr could ho understand 
their remarks. The crowds in the streets made way 
for the khan, who was known to be in high favour 
at court, and was treated accordingly with every mark 
of respect 

The palace, which was at no great distanc.e, was 
soon reached, when the ex-barbcr threw his reins with 
an air of impoikance to the syce, or.gioom, in attend- 
ance, telling the Englishmen to follow him Entering 
the gates of the palace, they passed tlnough several 
apartments adorned with beautiful chandeliers, and 
cabinets of rare woods and of silver or lacquered ware. 
Ilichly-dccoratcd shields, arms, and suits of armour 
covered the walls, not always arranged in good taste, 
but ofTering a fair specimen of Oriental magnificence. 

"You two come with rao," said the CN-barber, 
addressing Burnett and Reginald. 

As he led the waj', they emerged into n small gni-- 
den or courtyard with a fountain playing'in tlio ccntio, 
beyond ^vliich was seen a pavilion Crossing the 
ganlcn, they approached the pavilion 

J?citlicr Reginald nor Burnett ^v•e^o picpared for tlie 
scene which met their view. la a richly-omamcntcd 
alcove, seated on a pile of cushions, were two persons ; 
one of wliora they immediately know must I* the 
mjnjt lie was magnificently nltire<l in Oriental 
costiime, covered with gold onjaments; a iurlwn 
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co%ermg his head, surmounted a plume of bird of 
paradise feathers, tnth a ^sparkling aigrette in front. 
He had lai^e moustaches, and an cnorroous T^hite beard 
floTTingo^cr his breast By Insside reclined a lad^, also 
handsomely dressed, her features of rare beauty, and her 
complexion ■^caiecly darker tlian that of an Italian, TIio 
rajah xvaa smoking a hookah of elegant workmanship 
He took it from liis lips when the strangers advanced, 
and expressed Ins satisfaction at receiving them. ^ 
"Mj grandchild, Kuna, desired to $eo yon, *ns 
Englidimen at present rittly risit mv couTt," he eaul, 
after the itstral coraphnientary F|»cee?ies had been ev- 
chaiigod, "except my worthy friend there, the khan, 
she has never set eyes on a while man ” 

While the rajah was speaking. Captain Burnett could 
•vrith diJhculty avoid fixing Ins garo on the lovely 
ftnturcs of the young girl, though he felt it would l>e 
coiitraiy to court ctuiucltc to do so 

” And « liat I rought y on to iiiy city ? ' asked the njalt 
“AVe had heard of your highness a vrisdom and 
nnovni, and ns we desjixd to visit the chief objects of 
inttrvst in this yatt of the world, we came to stc your 
City , m the hojK! of enjoy ing the happiness of an inter 
vievr with your highness’ answired Ctinn?tt who had 
considerable evrvn<«et in the proper sty h ofnddruw- 
itig Oriental I'oUntaUs. Tlir rajah IcjokeU pleaded 
‘And wlitiicr do you comet Do you Ulon'» to 
tho Comjsany t he ashed turning to Reginald 
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“Most of my. days have been spent on the salt 
ocean, your highness,” answered Reginald ; " and my 
desire is to see the wonders of the interior part of the 
country." 

“An estraordinary life yours must have been,” ob- 
serv’ed the rajah. "They tell me that ships are to&sed 
about on the wave^ like balls in the hands of jugglers, 
and sometimes are thrown on the rocks, and at others 
go down to the bottom. Extraordinary that men 
should be fovmd to hazard their lives on so treacherous 
an element 5 " ’ ^ 

"An existence on the ocean has its advantages as 
well as its dangers,” answered Reginald. “ Without 
ships men cannot visit other lands, or carry the pro- 
dneo of this magnificent country to England, and bring 
back her manufactures in return ” 

" You speak tlie truth, young sir," said the i-ajah, 
evidently pleased with Reginald’s manner. "You and 
your friend arc welcome to remain in AUahapoor as long 
as you please ; and I slmll be glad to sec you again.” 

Captain Burnett, knowing that this was a sign.al 
for their departure, oficred the presents ivluch ho and 
Reginald had brought. They were graciously accepted, 
the rajah placing tlicm on a cushion by his aide. 
Bowing low they withdrew, tho captain taking another 
glance at tho rajah’s gmnd-dauglitcr as ho did so 
Andre Cochfit accotnpanied them home, and by Ijm 
quesd/erns he pat it was evident f?iat ho wished to 
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ascertain their jeal olject m comm" to AUahapoor 
Captain Burnett replied cautiouslj , and took an 
opportunity of whispcnng to Reginald to bo on lua 
guai^ as to what ho said I do not trust that in 
diiidunl’ he obsened as soon as tho khan had 
taken Ills departure. “He fears that we may remain 
and supjlanl liiiu in tho gowl graces of the old rajah 
If wo can win him Q>cr, l»o may a-ssist us, but tho 
attempt to do so would e\cile his su«picion ” Reginald 
promised to follow his friend s adsnee and they agreed 
that thc^ would simplj bo cimI to Cochfit and appear 
to be onlj desirous of \ isiting the scones of interest xn 
ilm ni.}ghl'Oiirho<7d 

The following da> Ihoj rccciicd nnolhci summons 
to Msit the injali in Iuh usual hall of nudionco m tho 
palace lie had a few guards and courtiers in attend 
oiici Burnett lookc'd round in anin m tho hojoof 
catching a glimp<wj of the beautiful Nuim lul she was 
nowbi.ro to lie seen, mdi.<.d, her nppoaranct on tho 
jrOMous occasion Ind betn cotilnuy to the usual cus 
loin, as no "Mohammedan or Hindoo woiiun of high 
mik ever c\hil it themsehes in pubha Tho mjali 
flflteared more than csir {Kascdwith them and asked 
jiuiiioroiiH questions which thej nnswcretl apjiorenth 
to his satisfaction, 

'T tnu'^t net let \ou Lnglishinaii live far off he 
said at 1 ngsli. ] shuul) like to ste vou at all times 
( f the tUs \ ou mu^t come and live m the jvi} ice 
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■wlierc rooms slmll l>o prepared for you. I must have 
no refusal The matter is settled.” 

Burnett and Reginald expressed their gratitude at 
the favour shown them, and said they gladly accepted 
his highness’s offer. Before they left, KJinn Cochfit 
overtook them ; and' though ho contrived to conceal 
his feelings, it was clear that he was more than ever 
jealous and annoyed tt the thought of their being 
about the person of his master. On retuming with 
their attendants and hi;^age, they found, as had been 
promised, a handsome suite of rooms prepared for their 
reception. They quickly made themselves at home, 
Burnett observing that they had fallen into pleasant 
quarters. Before long, Khan Cochht came with a 
message from the rajah, inriting them to dinner. He 
again endeavoured to discover their object in \isitiDg 
Allahapoor. Beginald, warned by Ins friend, answered 
very cautiously, and .so the ex-barber had to take his 
departure without being wiser than he came. At the 
dinner-hour an attendant of the rajali came to sum- 
mon them. They found the great man seated at table, 
in a hall furnished in a strangely-mixed Oriental and 
Eughsh fashion. The rajah sat on one side of the 
tabic, on a gilt arm-chair raised a few inches above the 
floor, the opposite side being left unOcenpied, that 
whatever took place at the other end of thohall mir-ht 
be seen by tlie guests, while the servants could thus 
remove the dishes without difiiculty Ibi beckon^ 
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to Buraelt and Reginald to lake tteir seats one on 
either side of him — greatly to the disgust of Khan 
Cochht vrho bad to move further down the table 
Several nobles and other courtiers w ere present As 
soon as the jiartj had taken their places a curiam 
behmcl them was drawn on onb side when half a 
dozen young females I'^sucd forth each carrj mg large 
fans of peacock s feathers and noi'telessly placed them 
selves behind the rajah s diair The hoe of their 
skins was scarcely darker than that of the women of 
boulhem Europe , Uieurhair black as jet drawn over 
the forehead iras twisted in rolls behind and oms 
menlcd with pearls and silver pins over which hung 
a muslin robe covering their sliouldcis — of a texture so 
line however that their forms conld bo clearly seen 
through it Gold*erabroidercd zones surrounded tlieir 
waists and supported their Turkish trousers of bright 
crimson satin which wtro nko secured round their 
auUcs bj gold embroidered belts. Two of them at a 
time ad\ anced — tlieir arms hare almost to the shoulder 
— and silcutlj waved then Ihos m ifie most graceful 
tnanucr above the head of the rajah. Here thej re 
inamcd the whole evening rcbcving each other bj 
turns, and attending to his hookah suppljriug it wiUi 
tobacco as might l« required. 

Tlie ftht courses being removed a group of nautcli 
girls attcnlcl bj musicians entered the hall and 
coinuienced licit performances — now advancing in 
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graceful altUudcs, now retiring; now with one Imnd 
hcUl o\cr the licatl, now with the other ; th<^ mtisician'J 
dm-ing the time jilaj ing on lutes mnl fanil-ourinM ho- 
himl them, and aecoiujnnj ing the inslniinrnts with 
their voices. ^Vhilo this wns going on n jiupj>et>show 
was intnxhiced, in which Iho tiguns nct«l a play and 
dancetl almost in ns hfe-hke a manner as pt rfonuen> 
on a stage The naiitch-girls continued their per- 
fonnanccs ihroughout the whole cxeiung, but tho other 
cnlcrlainmcnts were \nrietl. The puppet-show was 
succeeded hj a band of tomhler«, who tiwl thcjn«clvcs 
into knots, walked on them hands an<! lieads, und 
twisted and iuniod nboQt more actively than tho most 
nhnblo of monkejs — their bodies apparently being des- 
titute of bones, or possessing ten limes the numhop of 
joints usually found m tho liutoan frame They all ro- 
ceivcvl a reward — more or less, as the rajah was pleased 
with their performances. 

Burnett, it must bo confessed, looked in vain for 
‘the appearance of Nuoa, who, it was j)ossiblc, might 
have been among the audience behind the gauze cur- 
tain at the further end of the lialL 

".tVnd how have you enjoyed our evening's enter- 
tainment ?” asked the rajah, turning to KcginalcL 

"The performances are very wonderful, ’* he an- 
swered. Of course he could not say that ho nioo<»ht 
them very batbaious, and that they had afforded him 
anytlimg but pleasure 



THE BANQUET ENDED T'* 

"t^Ah vro will show )ou things fir more nonderful 
thNii these ’ ohscri ed the lajah '* You must nccom 
piny us out lumting "Vou Foghshmen, I under- 
stand, arc all huntamen anti delight in the cli^^c, anti 
are not afraid to encounter tigers and n ild boar^, and 
e\en elephant® 

Hegmald confessed that sporting was much more in 
accordance with Ins liste, and that he should be ghd 
to have an opportunity afforded bun of sccrtig how the 
Oi^cntals followed the chase. 

At length the njah, accompanied b> the dam«els, 
who continued fanning him, took his departure and 
the banquet was at an end, but Ilcgmald did not forget 
a scowl be bad ol®encd on the countenance of Klian 
Cochht as ho and Burnett quitted the hall 

He had left Faithful the sole occupant of a stall in 
one of the stables Before Ijing down, at night he 
went to pay his favourite a visit Tlie animal fawned 
on him and seemed so unwilling to be left alone that 
ho led her out, intending to allow her to share his 
sleeping room She •'cemed highlj pleased and no 
sooner had Reginald thrown himself on the pile of 
cushions ammged on the floor for his couch than she 
laid herjelf down, evidently prepirod to keep watch 
dunng the night by his side Perhaps the crea 
tiirc’s mstmet tells her that some danger threatens 
mo he Slid to himself I am very sure that I 
trust to fiet vigilance and sleep soundly without ( 
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nsk of bnng nttncTtd tninwarc'^ ' of 

vanoii-? fioris on hn nnnJ ant] before lie 

fell asleop lie ratthfiil j;t.t «p ‘'ovcnl iuiKH ami 
ualk *»lowU r« «ml the room ^niflihj m all the 
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■}Dy]<inr ixTSii ta—A nr’trii'n r»BTt.-cutcTiii« A*t> TCiiVKb rv»— 
A VAKLUt WXrcHmO^^tUK HAVCB— THC «B« 1 V tlTT t»eA>rt» — 
(iHrkUUi rr Yii* »vixtAi«o>-«— AttArz o« rnt aocktiii tuzi— 
rArmni, fivii tns za/ah'a Lira— int cavAtav takb tn ruust— 
ttaaui.Bt'tn •* nita— tcAcrw av tLftjrvrr 


^HGINilLP li«<i thrown b1m«lf on Ms couch 
" ithout umlrcMuiiJ, nohcil-clothcs havinjjbecn 
‘C!^; provided ; hw hft^gnje, not \'er5* estctisjvo, 
MAS pkeed in one comer of the room His 
|>orlinflulcau corttAfnetl wme important docunienLs, 
which ho wWkmI iio 03*0 !mt hi^ o'vn to wan till tho 
lime f<>r producing* them hnJ arriveil raithful hj* 
down I-fjrv him much liko a dofr, with hrr cj’c^ half 
optn IIu h.'wl f»T Boiijc lime a^lrcp when he 

wna nAVftkiT<-<i hj* R low piMwl. toiI on looking np he 
aaw Vailhful on tho point of ri-in", her rj-ea ghring 
(aw.-inia the farther cm! cf (he room A curtain 
•which Rer>-M »n»te-vl of n door was drawn aside, and 
hy the fil.'il light of n lamp, flmwt hurried out, he 


a prm>n sPa! into the room with n .hgivr 
in h54 Hid Tift Intruder cn*jt along clcv^c to tho 
wdJ..sj,t^*...o}J.v o/>^. \Hfi- Vrgrrss. w’nm sj e 
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rose to her feet, and would in another instant have 
sprung upon him, had not lie, on seeing her, hounded 
back through the doorway far more quickly than he 
had entered. 

Reginald, unwilling to create a disturbance, called 
Faithful back. She obeyed instantly, and again lay 
down by his side. Tho intention of the midnight 
intruder was apparently either to minder liim or to 
pilfer his baggage, though tho dagger looked very sus- 
picious 

" Good Faithful, you behaved admirably,” said 
Reginald, patting his favourite's head "I feel v’erj' 
sure that you will watch over me, so I will once more 
try to sleep ” 

Saying this, he again lay down, confident that, 
whatever had been the stranger's intention, ho was 
not likely to repeat tho attempL 

Captain Burnett, to whom he nairated the next 
morning what had occurred, declared that no ono had 
entci'ed his room They agreed, however, to keep 
watch the next night, in order to tiy and catch tho 
intruder. 

" If wo can catch IJic fellow, whoever he is, wo 
must carry him before tho rajah,” observed BumetL 
" And I must warn you also, Reginald, that wo must 
bo careful what wo cat; these natives are adepts in 
poisoning, and would not scruple to exert that talent 
if they considered it convenient” 
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A handsoine Ijrcakfast was served them, Avith all 
sorts of Oriental delicades ; and during the repast, at 
which several slaves attended. Captain Burnett de- 
scribed in Hindostaaee, as if speaking to Reginald, a 
wonderful rod he possessed, which had the property of 
discovering poison — as also the poisoner, by whirKng 
itself about as soon as he appeared, and. pointing 
towards him. He spoke in a natural, ofi-hand man- 
ner, as if there was nothing unusual in what he was 
saying. 

Soon after the repast they weie summoned into the 
presence of the rajah, who told them that one of lus 
principal oQicew would take them on a hunting expe- 
dition, if they wished to see the style of sporting gene- 
rally followed in his province. They of course ex- 
pressed their gratitude, and at once accepted the offer. 

"You may go this very day, as the khan is about 
to set out," said the rajah. " For myself, I am getting 
too old to engage in such sports for amusement I 
may have cro long to lead my troops to battle ; but 
that is a verj* dldercnt aHair. Horses are already 
prcparctl for you." 

In a few minutes Reginald and his friend found 
lhem®elves in the midst of a large party of Onentai 
cavTiiicrs in gay costumes, mounted on richly-capari- 
voned bleeds, headed by tlio Klian ilukund Bhuu, who 
v^as a remarkably good horseman. Off they set at a 
rav‘o vfAicft, m fiUfe wore than an hour, earned them 
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to a distance of twelve miles or more from the city. 
They now entered a wild part of the country, on the 
bonlcrs of a forest, where a band of huntsmen, with 
several cheetahs and eight or ten trained stags, had 
been appointed to meet them. 

“■Wo will show you some fine sport presently,” said 
the khan.; and after allowing their hoi'sos a little rest, 
they again set forward A party of bearers followed, 
canying in a cage a cheetah or liimting leopard, an 
animal which may be described as in size and shape 
between the hound and the leopard Its body is 
slenderer and more elevated than that of the latter 
animal, while it docs not possess the graceful form of 
the common, leopard ; and its bead, which is smaller, 
is peculiarly ugly; its tail is like that of a cat^ and 
its body seems formed more for strong muscular oxer* 
tion than for active and long-continued speed Though 
possessing the sagacity and fidelity of the dog. it is 
tmdoubtedly feline in its habits. Its general colour is 
a bright yellowish-brown, lighter on the sides, and 
nearly white beneath, marked with numerous* small 
black spots all over, wliidi are continued along the 
tail so as to appear like lings ; its eai-s arc short and 
rounded, while fi-om each eye a blaclcish mark runs 
down to the corners of tlie mouth, tlio extremity of 
the nose being black The fur, instead of possessing 
that sleekness which distinguishes the foliuo race, is 
peculiarly crisp 
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proy to escape. OiT started the hnoting party, now 
keeping their eyes on the flying deer, now upon the 
persevering cheetah. It was no easy task, however, 
to keep the chase in sight, as they scampered over the 
marsh and thick grass. Indeed, they put the horse- 
manship of all the party to the test. While the rest 
of the deer escaped on cither aide, the one the cheetah 
had fixed on had kept a straight course, now by the 
side of a nullah, now over the wiry grass, now through* 
thick hushte The cheetah meanwhile iSkimmed ovei 
the surface of the ground, as if requiring no rest for 
its feet The forest appeared ahead. Should the deer 
onco reach it and force its ,wny through, even the 
persevering cheetah would have a difficulty in follow- 
ing. The poor detr, however, worn out with the long 
chase, and overcome with feat at the indefatigable 
pursuit of its bloodthirsty foe, leaped head-foremost 
into a thicket, under the hclief that it was the com- 
mencement of the forest. Its branching homa were 
caught for a moment, and before ib could extricate 
them, the ferocious cheetah, bounding forward, was 
upon it, and instantly seizing its neck, pulled it to the 
ground. 

The khan and bis companions arrived just as tho 
poor creature was at its last gasp, turning up its 
beautiful eyes as if imploring mercy fi-om its perse- 
cutors The huntsmen soon put it out of its agony, 
and it was earned off by the bearers ; while the pant- 




Tr\lNLD DFEB 


91 


u:" diectah allowed its keeper quietly to slip tlic clnln 
01 er jts head and lead it away to its cage 

"Come, we must noir show jou the we hunt 
i\ ith our slags,’ said the khan 

Galloping on, thej reached the spot iihero the 
truned stags, inth their heepors, had been uaitiag for 
them Proceeding to another part of the open forest 
the party am\cd at a spot towards ulucli a band of 
healers had dn\ cn a herd of deei litre the animals 
Stood grazing, protected bj then u-atchfwl guardians, 
the moat uarliLe and powerful of their malcc They 
could bo seen m the far dislanee The tame deer were 
nowflct at liberty, and ad\aDc<Hl at a gentle trot The 
males m cliargo of the lionl immediately advanced to 
meet them. At first they seemed to doubt ■whctlier 
the strange ones came as fnends or foes. But the 
matter was soon settled. The tu o parties were 
quickly engaged in a fierce contest, the fold auiuiRla 
rushing forward with great fury, meeting the tamo 
ones — antlers to antlers, and heads to hoada. The 
latter, formidable-looking animals, stood generally on 
the defensive, each being engaged ivitli a wild adver 
sar^ , not mimicking war, but fighting desperately As 
the huntmg party advanced the herd, eatching sight 
of them, took to flight, but the combatants were too 
furiously engaged to obMsrve the spectators of the fight 
Tliey saw before them onlj thur idvcrsaiies and did 
not even rcmaik the jiartj of native huntsmen on foot 
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avIjo, stealing rouuU to their rear, got between llicin 
and the forest Concealing themselves, they advanced 
stealthily towards the combatants, with long knlvc-s 
gleaming in their hands. Ilotl any one of the wild 
stags retrcalcil and obsen'cd them, they would have 
been in imminent danger, but there was little fear of 
that Getting up close behind the still fighting ^viId 
deer, with one stroke of their TV'caj^ons they liamstrung 
the bravo ci'ealuret Having performed this deed, they 
huriicd away ; and the latter, pressed by their adver- 
saries, fell to the gronml, unable to move. 

The keepers non' called off the tame deer, who 
immediately obeyed, without attempting to follow up 
their victorj'. llony of iheoj boio c^ddence of tho 
severity of the coixtest by their gored chests, from ' 
which the blood was streaming They seemed to 
disregard their wounds, however, as if proud of their 
success, and capered about joyously, tossing their 
antlers ileanwltile the huni^men approached and 
finished the butchery they bad commenced, hy cutting’ 
the tliroals gf the noble stags, as they helplessly lay 
in various attitudes on the sward, looking up at their 
conquerors with those laige black eyes of theirs in a 
way which seemed to ask how human beings could'be 
guilty of such cruelty. ' 

“But how do your people manage to catch and 
tame tho deer which have just so well played their 
part asked Captain Burnett of the khan. 
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1 ^vlU show you ho answered. We liave still 
time, for this forest ahmmds in deer and the hunters 
are roadj 

Hiding along the edge of the forest thej came to 
another open space followed b> the least injured tame 
deer led hy their 1 oepers who had hcen joined by a 
part} of men cnnjjng some large nets. Before long 
the} camo in sight of another herd, when tlio 
same scene as before was enacted The tame deer 
advanced and wero met b} an equal number of wild 
animals with whom thej were soon engaged m a 
dcsperalo combat — the w tU trained and sagacious 
dcco}3 slowl} retreating facing their foes and keeping 
tl cm engaged as a skilful swordsman does his adver 
Bar} , while he en leavoure to make him lose his temper 
The clash of tleir branching antlers was clearly heard 
os the animals fenced fuiiousl} at each other Wlnlo 
the} w cro thus hotlj engaged the not bearers crept 
roun 1 — each net borne b} two men — till they got in 
tl e rear of the wild slagsv They then cautiously ap- 
pmacbed , and their olj'ct was now evident. It was to 
throw the nets o\ cr the hcotls of the wild deer This 
was no cas} trsk. Thej might cither catch tl e 
intUm of the tamo annnals or mi^H fad to caat the 
n l5 o\ cr tl ost < f the wild ones m w Inch case they ran 
U e iisk of h m„ gored Ij the latter tuniing on them. 

Tl L f i-st two men b icccodo 1 m throwing the r net 
o\ cr one < f the slags lU tame opponent at a signal 
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'wliidi it tuidcrstofxl, IncL nt th? pro|v-r 

iHOJiunt, uhcu the «iui, drog^ngwilli nil ihur might, 
Ijroiighl lliur ciiiti\c to tliP pound 

The ruxt two men "wtre not ho fortumte T!i»' 
wild Htng, «iecing wlint wns taking jilaco, healed snd- 
tkiil^ round, nml catthin » sight of its tn. iclierou'c fofs, 
nished nt tliem, ^^th its nntlcm n-» slinqi na Knev 
pomt'f nnd htonillj pinned ono of them to the grounri 
Ins compimon narrow I\ <rcAi»mg his fito, then, fleet 
ns the wind off HcnmjKrcd the deer, nnd was far nwa^ 
before ft ‘'hot could Imj fired at it ntfore the huntem 
could reach the poor man who lind btcn ovirthronn, 
ho hnd breathed his last. Ins death, howe'er, exciting 
no lucuo Hjmpathj than if n dog had l>oen killed 
Four more deer were evenluall^ captured and 
dragged off b> the huntsmen, then limbs nnd heads 
completely enveloped m the nets Then tho hunt for 
the day being o\cr, tho party encamped, tents baling 
been brought from Allabapoor for Uioir conicmcnce, 
and tho neat day tliey returned to the city 

"And how did you enjoy tho sport?' asked the 
rajah when Reginald and Ins friend again liad tho 
honour of an audience 

Vciy well indeed ' was the answer 
" Then I will enable you to liavo some more,” said 
tho njah 'I intend to lead an expedition that^will 
shortly ■set out from hence It will afford you better 
sport for we shall have two footed instead of four 
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footed l^easts to contend wilK Some Mil tribes to tlie 
norlli have dared to come dovra and plunder and kill 
my pcM)plo in the jdain, and they must be punished at 
all hazards. I shall bo glad of your advice and assist- 
ance, for you Englishmen take saaturally to fighting, 
rvhether you have been bred to it or not” 

Ecginald and Burnett thanked tlie rajah for the 
compliment he liad paid them, but gave no promise. 
However, they discussed the subject afterwards in their 
own room, Dick Thuddiclium being present. 

I think it will be wise to go," observed Captain 
Burnett "'SVe shall thus have an opportumty of be- 
coming belter acquainted with tho rajah, and ingrali- 
ating ourselves, than wo can hero ; and you ■p'ill thus, 
on our Tctum, more easily obtain Ibc secret the rajah 
possesses.” 

“ Dick, are you inclined to come and help tho rajah 
to fight these savago rnountainecre t " asked Iteginald, 

" I should thiuk so ! Wlicrcver your honour goes, I 
nin ready to follow,’* answ cred Diet 

" Well, then, Burnett, kt ua settle iL Wo will tell 
the rajah at once that wo arc ready to help him to 
bring his rcK'Uious subjects into order." 

Tho rajah was highly pleased “ If we succeed, you 
sliall both be made great klmn.s, and become tho pos- 
se^ors of untold wealth , that I promise you ’ ’’ he 
Pichimed. 

The next <Ky the army was .on its march, the 
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fighting -men scarcely so numerous as the camp- 
followers. The first wei« fierce - looking fellcnra, — 
partly cavalry and partly infantry. The cavalry were 
richly accoutred ; the officers in gorgeous uniforms, 
with spears, carbines, and cnrv'cd swords with jewelled 
hilts rattling by their aides. The foot-soldiers had more 
of a fighting look, with their shields and matchlocks. 
Then caino.elephants, carrying gaily-ornamented hou’- 
dahs , camels — some for riding and olhera employed as 
beasts of burden — and liorscs innumerable; palan- 
quins, conveying some of the female members of the 
rajah’s family, without whom the old chief never 
moved from home,— -the whole train forming an im- 
mcDSQ lino of a mile or more in length. Burnett and 
Hegmald, as they stirveycil it, could not help thinking 
that on active foe might manage to got in the roar 
and plunder them before the fighting-men could arrive 
for their defence. 

The villagers, as Iho troojw marched through the 
country, were tlirown into the greatest constcmilion ; 
the soldiers, without ceremony, taking whatever they 
wanted, and maltreating Ibo^c who resisted them Tlie 
aillngen were also compelled to turn out and make 
the roads practicable, or to cut new ones, to enable tho 
army to advance. Men and women were all set to 
work, the only pay they receisod being abuse and 
pumshinont when they s%ctc unable to accomplish their 
tTska ns rapidly as tho rajah dcairwi. 
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The camp nj^ht occupjtd a coDsidorahle extent of 
country , and as the act of encamping occupied some 
time a haU uraa called an hour or more before sunset 
Ttie rajah tent rras pitched m the neighbourhood of 
an immense banyan tree , those of Ins chief officers and 
attendants being placed mihout much order, around 
it Among these one \ras ippropriated for the use of 
Reginald and bis friend. As tbey laj stretclicd at 
their length m the tent emoking their hookahs thev 
could not fail to be struck b\ the pictnre*qiieness of 
th^. cunous «cene Jiear them Hj the camels chew 
mg the cud m silence and gracefully tnoMog their 
ben Img nocks as they brought up the halls of food 
into their mouths The horses picketed here and there 
cropped their evening meal , while the elephants stood 
silcntlj at a distance occaswnalJr moving their long 
trunks or dapping their cars. The cries of the lirds 
and the <crcams of tlic monkeys os thev compo ed 
tl em«i.lvcs for the night, cvmc forth from the neif^h 
bounng forest vrlule at a distance the devout 
Mii'.sulmans Here engaged in the mu'rgrcet or evening 
prav cr as tlicj knelt on their httic mats and bowed 
their lic^da to ki-o tlic ground Rich l> -dressed ofiicere 
moved al«ut amid the tents and scantdv clothed 
vvarnon. rcclmod in group in all directions. The 
most activelv engagel per- ns wtre the cooks nho 
wea preparing tie cvcmilj, meal for thuir masters 
the attendants ‘=laiilmg readv to convej it to them 
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a.s soon as it should be prepared. Tl>c setting sun, 
casting liis lurid beams across the landscape, lighted up 
the figures of men and animals, and the tents and tices, 
with a golden hue . . 

■Reginald had brought Faithful ; ■who, indeed, would 
not have consented to have been left behind, and 
who now kept so strict a watch in his tent, that 
neither robber nor assassin would have ventured to 
enter it 

The only person of any consequence in the rajah’s 
household who had not come was Khan Cochut He 
had no fancy foi encountering the dangers of war ; and 
though the rajah bad commanded his attendance, ho 
escused himself on the plea of severe iUnesa ^ 

Again the troops moved on, and constant scenes of 
violence and ciucUy were practised The counlij' be- 
came wilder as they advanced towai-ds the mountains. 
There was no lack of inhabitants, and they weie cverj*- 
where summoned from their homes to labour in the 
rajah’s scivica The rajah duting part of the day rode 
on an elephant ; but he generally mounted his horse 
after mid-day, and desiicd Uie two Englishmen to ride 
by his side They bad thus many opportunities of 
convening with him Captam Burnett endca\ourcd 
to draw from him his plan of the campaign. It was 
a >erj* simple ona He intended to march on till ho 
icachcd the tenitory of the rebels; and his purpose 
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then iras io hum the nOages, mu] io cut off lie be^ds 
of any of tlie rebels bo Qould catcb 

"It wll fiiglilon the rest, who 'will soon coino to 
terms and agree to pay aoj tiibute I may demand,’ 
observed the rajah 

"But suppose, your highness, that the enemy ncrc 
to evade us till they can gather in •^uHjcicnt foico to 
ofTord them good hopes of success, hoa\ do jou then 
propose dealmg with them*' asked Burnett 

"They will not dare to attack us,’ nnswci'cd the 
rajah, stroking his beard ‘ Tliej are sure to run an a) 
as we advance ’ 

Of this, however, Bumett, who had been making 
inqnmca about the character of the rebels fiom those 
who had been among them, was not so certain. It 
seemed to him much more likely that though aimed 
only With bows anows swoiils and spears, the^ 
would he in ambush on the sides of several nanow 
gorges through which the army had to pass, uhence 
they could take good aim with then unerring bows 
and also send down large fragments of rock on the 
heads of their invadem Ho accordingly urged tlie 
rajah to Icav e the women and ba^age encamped in a 
secure position outside the mountains while thotioops 
made their waj throac,U Uic more difficult country 
* You Englishmen are always \Mse observed the 
rajah, "and I will senouslj consider your adnee. ’ 

The troops adv anced plundering tlieir friends as if 
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i\\cy l>ctu cncuuM, m llwiir l»\y of onrck" Tlvo 
fields ^cre trodden down ajid thur protluco earned ofi* 
The Enp:nr ennea were looted !)> cleplianU and cmnjv 
foUowm , tlio veil rop'''j Elolcn to *<.r\o ns dra^ rope« , 
nnd jf nn\ of the country people nttciopted to defend 
tlicir prop* rt^, they were cruelly ill*trcatotl Tlie force 
increased, loo, as they aiUaiictd The horse keepers’ 
wiles with their children joined them not laiowin" 
vhere else to go Numlicrs of inilkvomcn came in 
Landing the milk on their heads to supply the men 
and after the camp was pitched their \ojccs vero heard 
crjing out iQ all directions, •UloaVi" Dogs in \ast 
numhora with or without owners jcaneil the camp, 
snarling and barking all night long , while jmeks of 
jackals and hj'cnas followed in Ihor tnek, cotninenc- 
ing tliPir hideous concert ,soon after sunset, and never 
ceasing till near daj light, while they stole wund the 
confines of the camp to pick up any garbage thev 
could find 

Fi-equenlly in Iho daytime an antelope or a hare 
would be staitod, when horse nnd foot ';oldiera and 
camp-followers would give chose, with tho panah dogs 
of all sizes and colours dodging amid the carta, 
elephants and camels frequentlj joined by some 
horses winch would break loose, — creating a hubbub 
and confusion duiing which an enemy would have had 
a fine oppoitunitj of surprising the camp before tho 
fighting men could fall in to r^iel him. 
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Atlcngth tlie mountains appeared in sight, and the 
mjah, folloiviog Captain Burnett’s ndrice, pitched Jus 
camp, winch nfas surrounded bj a stockade. Here tho 
women and children, and most of the camp followers, 
w ere left, with a smaU Inidj of troops to guard them 
The fighting forces, marshalled m somewhat belter 
order than before, now advanced among the hilla Tlie 
inoimtameer*, probably hai mg notice of tJieir approach, 
kept out of llic waj , and not an ciiemj was to be seen 
A few \ lUagcs, scattered here and there on the heights, 
w ere appavcnlly deserted Tliosc which could be casilj 
reached Aicrc burned, but no prisoners were taken. 

Bunictt again warned the old rajah that ho was 
verj bkely lo bo led into an nmbiisb, and urged Jiim 
to fiend out scouts on either flank lo exammo the 
country Tliej went, but did not return, and it was 
doubtful whether they had dcscrtc«l or had been cut 
to pieces bj tho mountaineers, tho Hlter being most 
prolxiUj the case 

The annj cncami>ed at night in the most open spot 
ihej could find where thej wero Ics^s hkcU to bo sur- 
pns'd than in the aallcjs several of which thej linJ 
p.ii.scd through At Jength as daj was declining, and 
just tts tlie van of the armv wan pvsstng over an cx 
tniutlj rockj countrj, with niggl'd lulLs and ma.'-aes 
of bnishwool growing on them Miiditi!} Uit? l*re 
spots fuj eviiy hughl Anoued irere ^tn w/k*i\ 

avamirs annNl with lx>w» javthns an I UKa-o. 
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Tlio nc.Kt instant showers of arrows came flying into 
the midst of the troops, and javelins wei*e darted by 
the enemy at those nearest them. Calling a halt, the 
Ivhan ilukund Bhim, who had been galloping on in 
advance, turned back, and ordered his men to open 
fire on their assailants But no sooner did the nimble- 
footed enemy find the bullets reaching them than tbey 
vanished behind cover, and in another minute tlie 
whole valley in which the contest was lately raging 
appeared open to the advance of the invading forces 

The rajah, however, by the advice of Captain 
Burnett, halted his airoy in the valley tbey now occu- 
pied Betreat was not to bo thought of; while to 
advance, with an active enemy on either side, was 
dangerous in the estreroe. A vigilant watch was 
therefore kept during the night, and the mounlmneers, 
finding their invadeis on the alert, did not \enturo to 
attack them. 

"Nevt morning the march wtis resumed The countiy 
ahead, however, soon became more diniculb than any 
they had yet pissed througli. Orders were thoiefore 
given to scale the heights, and the lightly-clad 
sejxtys quickly scrambled up them ; but when they 
reached the summits, no enemies were to lie seen. 
The heights being occupied, the cnvnliy once more 
advanced ; the foot-soldiers, as they dashed forward, 
taking possession of each commanding height. A 
large force was now seen ahcaii, perched on an ai)- 
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pai-cntlj luacce'iSlUc Inll, viith a MlHge on the 
siuntnil, and pcrpcadjcular cbfls from eighty to a 
Imndred feet in Iieiglit aurrotmding it Tlio onij 
practicable path passed bcloM this height , while 
jiostcd on the top and on c\ery projecting crag ^^clc 
the jiaU\ 0 wamors, projiarcd to dispute the ad\ ance 
of their irnadcrs 

Tlic rajah's rage at the nudaeitj of the rebels, as 
hc'callcd tbcin, Mas evcc^suc Uc insisted that tbc 
heights should bo stonned, and the Milage and all tlie 
inhahitanta destrojed Captain Burnett adsiscd him 
not to niaJkC (ftc attempt hut rather to 8 iar\o out the 
garrison, or to trj and bring tbeni to terms by other 
nunns. He mouU not listen to reason, honever, but 
insisted that the place should be taken os he pro^ioscil 
As llio caNTilr) could 1)0 of no 6 cr% icc, the fighting ftU 
ujKin the foot-fioUier«, — who, in a \cr> dashing waj, 
ntUmpUd to chiob up llic heights lut Mtro hurled 
doirn again In thi. emmj from alwM. >wth arrows 
ja\eliub, and huge slonca. Again and again Ihoy 
made the altimpt — each timo tho greater nuint>cr 
who were climbing up Uing dtstmjed, till the fool 
of the hill and oerj ledge widt enough to form a 
♦ rt sling place were strewn with the «l»s(l and the 
‘djing Tho old mjab sUrtned mil Rwon and onlen.d 
•ome 1 r the cav-alta to dismount an 1 trj if they could 
111.1 da Wlbr Itunwlt, on hionag tlu. coumiajul. 
a.v«uro\ the ryah that they woiill ertajulr lx? de- 


no liuns'irrt'd raoposAf. 

slroyoil as easily as the Infantry, an<i fiiiggc’slotl that 
a party shouhl ho pent round to lake llio fort in tho 
rear. 

“If yon will lead it, I wdl consent," said tho rajah ; 
ami Burnett consented on the condition that tho lives 
of the hrave \illagers might !)c spared should they 
yield. 

Reginald wishotl to accompany his friend, hut tho 
rajah bogged him to remain by his side. “I want 
your advice and as-sistance. I much susiwct tho faith- 
fulncsa of some of my oflicers i for they, finding tilings 
going against us, may kill me : they have attempted 
it onco before." 

Reginald accordingly agreed to remain ; while Bur- 
nett, at tho liead of threo hundred horsemen, set off 
to make a wide circuit round the hills, in tho hope of 
reaching the rear of the fort. In tho mcantimp the 
attack in front >vas carried on with tho ^me want of 
success as before, resulting only in tbe destruction of 
still more of tbe rajah’s troops. 

l^ight was opproaclim", and at Icngtli tho attempt 
was abandoned The order was given to encamp in 
the only spot where this could bo done with any 
degieo of safety A small tent had been brought for 
tho rajah, who invited Reginald, attended by Faithful 
and Dick Thuddichum, to remain with him Tlie 
rest of tho force, officers as well as men, lay doivn 
mth their horses picketed near them But tho nigJit 
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ntr in liiat clcN'ilctl region was Ncrj cold nnd nil com 
plained grcatli The xnjnli’s tent had been fixed 
amid the rums of a small temple, built b\ the former 
po'sessora of the counto» ^ present inhabiUmls 
bad neither temples nor pncstj>. Sentinels irero 
posted round the camp , but they nvero lU fitted for 
the dul^, having been engaged during the nbolc daj 
in attempting to «lonn the fort while they were suf 
fenug moreover, from the colA ?ho rest of the arm} 
lay down to sleep Reginald with Faithful, occupied 
the fuitbcr end of the tent 
It wanted on hour or two to daxrn vrlitn Reginald, 
ho knew not from nhat cause anohe As ho looked 
up for a moment forgetting where ho was he saw, hj 
the hght of a lamp burning m the centre of tlio tent, 
the curtain at the entrance noiselcssl} drawn aside, 
and tlircc men appear who by their dresses ho 
knew weie persons of rank each holding a drawn 
swoid in his hand. Vt hat their intention was lie 
had no doubt , and shouting to awake the rajah 
ho sprang to Ins feet grasping his own sword and 
pistols. His •shouts awakened Dick Thuddiclmm, who 
sailor-like, was asleep with one e}e open jast outside 
the tent Faithful, at the same time started to her 
feet, and at a glance took m the situation of affairs 
The as'^assms if such th^ were seemed not to have 
knowB of her presence ScEsve the rajah could nse 
and grasp lus scimitar however, the leading assassin 
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was dose upon him, about to plunge his weapon in 
his breast, — wlien Faithful, bounding across tlie tent, 
grasped the traitor in her huge javre, Reginald attacked 
the second man, who was advancing towards him ; 
while Dick Thuddichum, w ith a heavy sword whidi he 
called his "cutlash,** set upon the third. So staggered 
were the assassins by the unexpected resistance they 
met with, and so borrified at the fato of their com* 
panion, that they were quite unable, thougb redoubt- 
able SAVordsmen, effectually to defend themselves. 
Faithful sprang by them, carrying tlje body of their 
leader in her huge jaws up the steps of the femplo ; 
while Reginald shot his opponent, and Dick brought 
the man with whom ho was engaged to the ground 
with a blow of bis weapon. At the same moment a 
loud uproar was heard from Iho side of the camp 
nearest the heights. Shouts and shrieks, the rattle 
of fii-c-arms and the clash of steel, reached their 
ears ; Avhilo the cry 'arose, ** The enemy arc upon 
us I the enemy are coming down in countless num- 
bers 1 — to horse ! to horso ! ” A sudden panic seized 
the troops. Tlie foot-.solcUers, who were bivouacked, 
suddenly set upon before limy could fall into order to 
repel the attack, were overpowereil by tho hardy 
mountaineers, Avho rushed in among them with their 
long daggers, and killed idl they encountered Tin? 
rajah’s Ixxly-guard, who ha^l liccn Avon oA-er by tlio 
traitors, fiuding those who had i.oducod tlicm killed,. 
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iook to flight , vrhilo mo^t of the reiDaindcr, not 
understanding Tvhat had happened, foHotred tlieir ex- 
_atnple 

I ortunatcl^ , the rajah's botse was p elected near at 
hand Reginald adM'sed him to mount, and ofilred 
to try and rally the fugitives. He and Dick threw 
themseR es on their horses , hut he shouted in vam to 
ttio hojvemen to wheel round and attack the foe. He 
could dimly distinguish the forms of tho combatants 
in tho sallej Itolow, where it was evident that a des- 
perate straggle was going on Reginald now called 
I aithful to his side to assist him m case of cincrgcncj 
Though she seemed verj unvnUing to quit her victim 
she ohejed him, and came bounding along still cany 
iiig m her jaws the bcKly of the klnn She dropped 
it however, at his command and trotted on in her 
usual place by l»is side; By thxs time some twenty 
or thirty troopers had collected around their chief, 
hut the rest as soon os they could find thetr steedo 
and mount galloped off up the valley Reginald 
turning with indignation at the cowardly way m 
which the troops had deported tho rijah offered to 
I ad the small body which romaincil foehn" confident 
that Itv charging suddenly into the mukt of the monn 
tauiccra he could put thim t th^ht 

Tlioy will believe as thev «:ee us coming that the 
rest of tho cavalry aro followin': and will not dare to 
stand the cl arge be CTchinic<l 



lie nntnnAT deteioukkd on. 

The rajah, however, hesitated. ^ “ It would ho use- 
less/’ ho answered. "At tlio rclum of day tlicj 
would discover our scanty foiccs and hem iia in. The 
only chance wo havo to save oiir lives is to xetreat ; 
and we can return again hbforo long and avenge our 
defeat.” 

Reginald did his best to restrain his feelings, hut 
ho was confident that, had his plan been followed, it 
would have been successful. Wliilc they were yet 
speaking, a sepoy without his musket camo rushing 
up the hill, shouting out, — "All havo been cut to 
pieces I " Two or three others were behind him, 
hotly pursued by a band of the mountaineers, who 
were quickly upon them, when they were cut down 
without mercy. 

’Without attempting to rescue the poor follow who 
first escaped, the rajah wheeled round his horee, and 
ordering his troopers to follow, galloped off along 
the side of the hill in the direction the rest of the 
cavahy had taken. The ground, Jjowover, was rough 
in the extreme, and in the darkness of night they 
could \vith difficulty guide their horses amid UiQ rocks. 
Reginald, though feeling no small amount of indigna- 
tion at the coTvardly conduct of tho troops, saw that 
at present it would bo useless to xirgo the rnjah to 
turn and attack tlic enemy. Ho hoped, however, that 
thoj’ should soon overtake tho rest of tho cavahy, 
who woufd prohahiy, fic thought, haft when (hey 
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found that they -svere not pUTSoed, and, it iinght he, 
fbcling ashamed of their cowardice, return to ascertain 
■what had become of their chief 

Just as the gray light of morning began io penetiato 
the ^ alley, "Reginald, who was ruling by the aide of 
the ryah, caught sight of the rear of the fugitives at 
some distance ahead. The cowardly troopers were 
soon oicrtaken, for their hoises wei'O blown fiom 
their rapid gallop over the rough and hiUj ground 
The njali, concealing his rage, inquired why the) 
had deserted him 

*'\Vc behoved that >ou and all who Tcmaiued bo- 
hmd wero destroyed end that our only chanco of 
saving our h>cs and reicngingjour death was to fly," 
answered several ofheers uliom the rajah addressed 
spcaLing all togcthci that they might support each 
other 

Iho rajah well know that tluir object in going ofl 
■was to leave him and his faithful guaids to bo cut to 
pieces , but still concealing las real feelings, ho ob 
served with perfect calmness — 'You might liavo nscei 
tamed the fact before deserting mo , but now j ou seo 
that I have csaipcd vve will go haik and punish thb 
rebels. Tlic bravo scjtojs have undoulteillj been 
destroved to a man lut that should niako us still 
more eager to avenge Uuir iKatli And wliat arc you 
v\orth if >ou cannot do so with jour carbines and 
sharp tulwars I Come on then, at oiieoj Wo mv. 
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take the foe by surprise while engaged in plunderhig 
tlio dead.” * * ' 

The rajah’s address seemed to be producing som’o 
effect. Those who had not joined the traitor khans 
flourished their swords aloft, and swore that they would 
follow the rajah to death or victory ; while the mu- 
tineers, unwilling to venture through the defiles alone, 
saw that their wisest coui-se was to assume a willing- 
ness to obey, and wait for another opportunity of 
escaping. The horses of all the party wcio, however, 
too much fatigued to attempt moving without some 
lest and food, while they themselves were also in want 
of lofreshmeut A stream near at hand enabled them 
to obtain water, while each trooper carried jirovisions 
for himself and horse. Tlicy accordingly dismounted, 
and having watered their horses at the stream, sat 
down on the ground to discuss their rice and ghee,— 
the rajah and his chief officers partaking of the some 
simple fare as the men. They were thus employed — 
some lying at their length on the sward, others sitting 
cross-legged, otficrs wanning their food over numerous 
little fires which they had kindled from tlio dried 
branches cut from the brushwootl around, tlio boi>es 
picketed on the sjKjU where grass was most abiindAnt 
— when RoginaUl, who was endeavouring to swallow 
tlie uiijKvlalable mess prcscntol to liim by the rajah, 
caught tight of a figure on one of the neighbouring 
heights. It was but for a moment, as the man ngrain 
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couccalcd liimself behind a rocV Ho mentioned the 
circumstance to t)ie rajih, but that personage seemed 
to think, ho must ha\e bcui mistaken, 

‘ I strongl} advise, hon ever, that tlie men should 
he oidead to mount forthwith,’ said Hoginald 
“Should tho raountaineers haio followed our track, 
they maj ho in our midst before tho men have time to 
‘^tand to their arms or reach Uicir horses , and we maj 
he cut to pieces as the mfantiy haN c been.” 

But the rajah was sldl uiiconi meed ‘ Let tho men 
finish their meal, he said , ‘ and then, if the rebels 
come on, we will treat them as they ln\o treated om 
foot-soldiei's." 

A few minutes more pissed bj during which Re 
ginald had been watching the heights, feeling certain 
that he had not been mistaken Suddenly he ex- 
claimed “ See Bajah ’■ — I warned yon 

‘ To horse! to hoixe ’ shouted the rajah, springing 
on Ins steed, which Ins syce had brought him 

Reginald foUowetl his esample — as of course, did 
Ditk Ho w IS not a moment too soon for, the anstant 
ho hid spoken from behmd ereiy bush tree and reck 
on the surrounding heights appeared the dark forms of 
a hoit of Avamops Showers of an ows now began to fly 
into tho undst of the camp while through tlio ravine 
which led directly down towards tho plateau on which 
thoj Ind halted came a compact Loilj armed with tul 
wars and shields. The troopers iiished to their steeds, 
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mounting in liot hast<^ for in another mimito the 
fuiious savages would bo among them. The lajnh 
and his guards, who gathered round liiiTi ns they could 
thiow themselves on their lioi'ses, dashed on ; ^rhile the 
remainder followed, galloping helter-skelter, the officers 
and men mingled togeOicr, each eager to got ahead. 
Some of the horses getting loose, they were left to the 
merey of tho enemy ; os were also the tioopera who were 
unable to mount hefoio the enemy were upon them. 
Reginald, his cheek burning with ehamo at the dis- 
giaccful panic which bad seized his companions, gal- 
loped on by tho side of the rajah, who j-efused to halt 
and attempt to beat back tho foe, in spite of all that 
ho could urge. Diclc and Faithful kept close by him. 

V Bless my heart 1 ” exclaimed tlie former, "I don’t like 
this sort of fuii. ^Vhy, if wo were just to turn round 
and bear down on the enemy, we might scatter them ■ 
like the wind ! The faster we run, the foster they will 
come after us.” 

Tho flight continued j but so active were thomo\m- 
tainecTS, that they kept close to tho heels of the fugi- 
tives, piercing many a warrior through the back with 
their far-flying arrows. Reginald mentally resolved 
never again to accompany on Kastem prince in an 
attempt to pumah his icbellious subjects. ’ 

At length more )evd ground apjicaivd ahead, and 
the horsemen began to distaucu their pursuers. • But 
there were still some dangerous dcilles to bo pa'sed ; 
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and Reginald reinembcied that the path by ivlucb thc^ 
had come had inanj tiiists and turns, and that too 
probably the mounlamecrs Mould make their iray by 
short cuts tlirough the lulls, and ag^in piesent them- 
selves on the inaccessible heights on either side of the 
passes 

The rajah and hia horsemen at length of necessity 
pulled rein, to breathe their panting steeds , and in- 
formation having been passed along fiom the rear that 
the enemy were no longer in pursuit, they now rode 
on more leisurely, talking loudtj of coming back avith 
an overwhelming force to annihilate the audacious 
icbclis Erelong however Reginalds woret apprehen 
sions were icalued Before them appeared a narrovv 
vallej, with goiges lunmnginto it-on cither side The 
rajah, who had recovexed his piesence of mind, here 
ordered a halt, and directed his men to sco that their 
saddle girths wcio tight and their oims loaded. 

“We must pa&s through yonder valley as fast as 
our horses’ feet can touch the giound,” ho exclaimed 
" iorward *” 

Scarcelj had he spoken, and made Lis horse bound 
onn ard, when the hill tops wero seen bnstUng witli 
spears and hmidrcds of dark vramors with bows and 
orrottS or jvvehns in hand appeared readj to rush 
down upon tlie inia^lers of their tcrritorj The rajah 
noil houlatcd Reginald advised him to dash on at 
oucG , to rciinin where they were iiouU ouK encourage 
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the foo, end the troopcm Tcilh their fu e-nnns might clear 
the heights, and most, if not all, of their iiart}' might 
escape. But the rajah did not follow his ndvica Then 
the mountaineers, instead of wisely remaining in an 
impregnable position, wero seen descending the heights, 
believing from their previous success that they might 
dcati’oy the lajah and his whole force. A few only 
romainc<l on the summit of the precipicu, Dovn\ came 
from either side a thick streatn of savage warriors, 
throwing themselves tipon the horsemen j and again and 
again tlioj' ivcro driven Ijack. The old rajah showed 
himself hrave enough now, fighting as fiercely as any 
of his guaid Reginald and Dick did their best, too; 
wliUo Faitliful sprang from side to side, biinging many 
a mountaineer to the ground. Still, several horsemen 
had fallen ; and numbers coming on, the pai-ty were 
completely hemmed in, a denso mass collected in front 
piecluding all possibility of escape, \inlGss a way could 
be cut through them ; -while the troopers wdio fell were 
immediately hacked to pieces by their enraged foes 
It was now too late for R<^inald to mourn lus folly 
in having accompanied the old chief Brave as he 
■was, ho" could not help helieving that ho and all with 
him would be cut to pieces Still, a way might bo 
foiced through the foe , so, shouting to those in the 
rear, he ordered them to close up "Now, Rajah," ho 
exclaimed, " we must let nothing stop us. . Shout to 
your people to follow, and dash on!" 
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'riio word was gx\en, but so duisc was Iho mass in 
fiout that success appeared lioticlcss Just tlicn a 
shout was heal'd fiom sc\cnl of the troopers, ” Seo I 
see 1 our fneuds arc coming I * At tho same moment 
Reginald caught sight of a laigo body of horsemen, 
whom ho at once recognized as those who had accom 
pauicd Captam Burnett, galloping down the ravmo on 
the left rrQin the heights above, they had appar 
cntlj observed Ibe pciilous position of‘tlicir friends, 
and on the) came hke an aaahnche, at headlong speed, 
IhiowiDg themselves impetuously ou tho mountaineers, 
Tvho gave way as tlie suifaco of tlio ocem recedes bo 
fore the boivs of a gallant ship impelled by tho gale 
Before thej could regain the heights both parties of 
cavalry bad united and cut their iroy through them 
leaving howeaei, many of their mimbcr dead on the 
field. There was no thought of pulling rein now Cap 
tain Burnett repoi-ted that nearly a thud of his men 
had separated in one of the defiles, with two or three 
officers, hut whethei thej had escaped from amoug the 
mountains by a diffeient route to that avhich he had 
taken or been cut off by the foe he was unable to 
ascertain He hoped however that they had escaped 
and would before long rejoin the main body 

On galloped the horsenicn without even casting a 
look behmd, tiU as the shades of evening were gather 
ing amid the monntains, they caught sight of the still 
snuny plain ahead Onward they dashed^ and at 
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length, men and horses alroosl exhau'^ted, they Imllcd, 
ns darkness carno on, by tliQ side of n calm Inko, where 
they could hivounc without fear of heing attacked by 
the mountaineers, — who wotiW, they uerc very suje, 
not vcnlnro to follow them into the plain. 
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t EGINALD auJ Burnell niOi Djck Tliutldi 
Jium and raiUiful kept %\atch bj tho side 
- of the nj^h who was sTeaU> cast down not 

oiilj at his dcA.*vt but on account of the dis 
v^tl8factlon exhibited bj so inanj of his innuotitml 
followers. Buiuig tho night while the old chief wns 
ndcop Ihej heard »Qmo slight stir ih the camp , but 
as the pentmeU gaae no ninmi thej did not coiisidci 
it iiocessarj to go and nj^crtain the cause 

Nest morning wlun the mjah came to muder lus 
men ho discQM.nxl that <oicral of tliosf. u-ho had 
Sen peon nfker tlu) I at c«capcil from the mouiilaineers 
avert, imsi^ing among them Iting two or Uirci' chiefs 
of rank. On iiiflkmg miuinc-* K o ctruiinod l]mt 
tl es 1 ft I moa lal oO —for tl t j tirjxya' aa the v ku 1 ( f 
(Unming Utlir fvUrr f r their 1 ^w^ nnl imaiaions 
1 r ‘I'l nn- 



A 1£U^TS3^A^’S lAiUDISE. 


129 


was then broken up, and iho marcli was coutmued for 
AUaliapoor At tlie end of three dajs they reached 
an ancient palace, with a temple near it, belonguig to 
the rajah. It was in a somewhat ruinous condition, 
but sliU it afforded accommodation for him and his 
suite His attendants quickly cleaned out some of 
tho looms, and fitted them up with tent-hangings and 
carpets, while a foraguig partj was sent tlirough tho 
surrounding counlrj to collect provisions 

The rajah seemed in no hurrj to return to AUaha- 
poor, and to all the trouhlo and cares of go\ eminent , 
and Burnett suggested that things might bo getting 
worse at his capital 

“ Oh, no ' ' ho replied , “ thej aro as bad as they 
can bo, and the rcsideul mil put them all to rights 
when he amscs, and sasc me a vast amount of trouble. 
In tho meantime j on may nmuso j o«r-t.h es with hunt- 
ing Tlioro must l«o an abundance of game m the 
neighbourhood, ns the tigers alone I am told, carrj off 
at least a dozen jv. Hants a wetk , and the'ro aro dtcr. 
Wars, and wild Ikxus without number You will find 
it a jKrftct huutsmsn’s paradise ’ 

* Not at all a jvinuiiwi for the unfyrtunato i>essants ” 
olswrvcd Burnett ‘ However, we will take advants m 
ofjourhiglmcsA'sptnnisMon and trv to rid the counlrv 
of some of the sav ago 1 rutoN 

.Si-vcral elephants were iinmc<halciy got rcad^, and 
a jwrty of hor-cmea ordered out to attend on Uegmvld 

ff 
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and liis friend. They preferred being together on one 
liowdah, into ■which tliey mounted by a ladder. The 
weather ■was pleasant, and a breeze from the mountains 
gave a freshness to tho air not to bo found in the 
lower plains. 

They had gone some distance, \>aS)Sing through a niag- 
nificcntly wooded countiy, wlien, as they approached 
a village which was said to have suffered greatly by 
tho depredations of tigers, they were met hy tho cliicf 
man and two of his principal oflicers, who, wth 
liumblo bo'\rs, gave them wcJoome. Tiioy J»ad heard, 
they said, of the prowess of the two sahibs, and K’ggcd 
that tlioy would c.vert their ekiJI and destroy all tho 
tigers which infested the nciglibourhooil. Burnett 
was liighly amused; hut promised timt he and his 
companion would do all tlicy could, if the people 
would tiitdcilalcc to drive the animals towards them. 
The answer appeared to 1 k> Kitisfaclory, and Keginald 
and Jiunictt entorctl (ho village mo«nto<l on tijci'r 
dejdianU, nnd nccompanicil by a noisy inxdtiluclc*, wmio 
on camels, olliei's on horbcl>nck, and a number on fool, 
shouting tboir praise, and Ibrentcn'mg death and dc- 
stiuctlon to tho fiinm'daWe inan-cators which lia<l long 
bc-cn the teiTor of the iH‘iglil>ourhood. 

" Wo must j>crfyrm wonders, to relnin our rcpnla* 
tion,” fcaid Bumett, laughing , ** tbougb I doubt if our 
friend « will <l(i much to help tis. Tlu*'^ “tnnd 
iruicli m :i«o of tin' tigers to vtnture ne.nr tlair lairs; 
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and it Trill onl^ bo bj great good fortune that 'we 
shall fall in uuth any of tlio brutes to kill ” 

As tbc> ^TOc(l anxious not to bo long absent from 
the camp, they immedialoly started towards the jungle 
in •which the tigers were «;aid to take refuge 

As 'we have more exciting matter to narrate, we 
must not d-ncll long on llio dsj’s adrenturea The 
beaters had for some time been hallooing and shout 
mg on cither side, when just ns the Englishmen’s 
elephant was Incntj janls or so from the edge of 
tho pmgle, a huge tiger made its appearance ^VJth 
one bound, before they had lime to take aim, it fixed 
its powerful clans m the creatures neck, barely miss- 
ing the mahout The elephant, with a roar, turned 
round and dashed off, holding his trunk m the air 
The tiger "was now prcjianng to mako a spring into 
tho howdah, when Reginald and Burnett both firiog, 
it dropped wounded on the ground, the elephant put 
ling its huge foot upon it to squeeze out onj remnant 
of life it might retain Two more tigers were killed, 
one of ■which sprang out m the same way ns tho first , 
while a tlurd, though wounded stole ofl through tho 
jungle 

" Tiger-fihooting from Uiehack of an elephant is but 
elo'w work, after all,’ exclaimed Burnett the next 
mormng, as they 'wero bieaUastmg m the house of 
tho chief man of the \illage, where they had slept, 
" I propose that wo try what -we can do on foot Tho 
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shikaiee irallah we spoke to last night seems a hold 
fellow, and will show us some sport. Wliat do you 
say ? ” 

“ With all my heart,” ansTNcred Beginald ” Our 
host has some good-looking horses^ and as lie will be 
proud of mounting us, I would rather ndc to tlic 
jungle than have to sit on the back of a lumbering 
elephant.” 

TJjcir host at once OTpressed Ins readiness to furnish 
the spoilsmen with steeth,, and m a short time they 
set forth towanls a part of the jungle in svhich the 
shikarcfo assured them that numberless tigoi-s were to 
bo found 

HogmaUl was in better spirits than ho had been 
since the il 1 sa.strous affair with (ho mountaineers, and 
laughed and talked m his usual st\lc with Ins fnend 
as thej n>lc along Suddenly thny enmo upon a huge 
animal Ijing down id the shade of a wido-sprcaduig 
tree As the creature, disturbed by their approach, 
rose and faced them, it was seen to bo not levs than 
•;eveii fi.-el in heiglit at the shoulder, with a \ast liend, 
and horns of a fonnidaWo chareetcr It was a gjal a 
description of wild cattle found in the Inllj parts of the 
plains of Hindustan The sn\nge ammal, shaking lu' 
hcoil anl stamping on tlio ground prqvnrcHl to charm' 
" 11 ! fire first ' cn«l Bums'll "If ho iloci not 
fall do joi trj to hit him and *11101111 ^oij n!«<» fu! 
to I ring liinj to the ground gvlh^p t (f on on«‘ ri In till 
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you cau get behind n tree to reload, w hile I take the 
opposite direction, so as todislmct his attention Wo 
shall thus master him, depend on ik” 

As Burnett finished speaking ho fir^d The dull 
thud as the bullet entered the body of the gj al could 
bo heard , but the creature, apparently not feclmg liis 
■wound, came rushing with a loud bellow at the ljor«e- 
TuetL Reginald doliveicd his fire, a» he had been 
advised, but without stopping the bull , and then lie 
and Burnett galloped off m opposite directions. Tlic 
gjal followed the latter, making the aery ground shake 
as lie rushed bellowing along in chase of the huntsman, 
whom he might Imo tossed, witli Ins steed, into the 
air, had he oaeitaken Ihent Burnett, lioweaer, nas 
too practised a sportsman to be thus caught, and, dodg- 
ing behind the trees till he could reload, was soon 
again ready to face lus foe Reginald, meon'whde, bar 
ing discovered that the gyal was not following him, 
pulled up under a tree to reload As he was ram- 
ming down the charge, his horse started, and the nest 
moment a liuge tiger, springing out of the junffle, 
fixed its jaws on tho flank of the poor steed, which 
it brought to the ground prosadentially failiti" to 
«?tnke Ittgmald with its claws His first impulse 
was to try and extricate himself from beneath bis 
fallen hor«e, “jo that he might have a chance of defend 
ing himself, but ns ho was cndeaiouncg to do so, the 
tiger, looscmng Us hold of the horse sprang open- 
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mouthed at him At that moment he heard a shot, 
and the next the sound of a horse’s hoofs approaching 
him ; hut though help ws coming, it would have 
heeu too late liad he not, -with wonderful presence of 
mind, rammed the hutt of hts lille down the throat 
of his savage assailant It merely served to check 
the brute for an instant ; still, that instant was of the 
greatest value. Though Burnett came galloping up, 
he was afraid'of filing lest he should hit his fnend 
instead of the tiger j but* unexpected assistance now 
arrived. A loud roar sounded through the forest, and 
another tiger, springing on the neck of the one attack- 
ing Eeginald, dragged it away from liim, and pinned 
it to the ground. The new-comer was .FaitlifuL 
Nobly she fought for her master, and victory soon 
declared in her favour. 

Reginald, getting on his feet, held the horse of his 
friend, who, taking a steady aim, sent a shot through 
the brains of FaithfuVs antagonist Reginald patted 
his pet on the head, and tried to make Jier understand 
how grateful ho felt to her for her timely aid ; and she 
in return gave him that peculiar look which, in the 
feline tribe, oshibits plcn.sure and satisfaction. Tlio 
natives soon aftenrards, coming up, looked with 
wonder at the tigress, and congratulated the kibibs on 
tbeir for BumtU had killed Ibo gyal as well 

a.s the tiger. 

Ibimctt was eager to go in ebaso of more game; 
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tilt Eoginald tad had hnntmg enough for one d-ij, for 
though he had escaped without an) actual wound, liis 
legs were bruised from being crushed under his horsa 
The poor ammal was bo much injured, that its oinier 
shot it to put it out of its agony Another steed was 
forthwith provided for Beginald, who rode back to the 
village attended by a number of the astonished inlnhifc- 
ants, and accompanied by Faithful, whose opportune 
appearance he was at a loss to account for 

' "We must wait till wo get back to camp to bear 
more about the matter, observed Reginald, patting his 
favounte'a head ' Dick will be very unhappy at miss 
mg you. He little thmLs what good sen :ee 3 ou have 
rendered me " 

Burnett, who had lemamed behind aTTi\cd towards 
the c\cnmg, having shot two more tigera thus greatly 
increasing the fame of the Engbshmen 

“ No wonder that their countr) men arc tlie con 
querora of the avOiId, when these two sahibs make 
nothing of killing half a-dozen man eaters,” was the 
remark made on all sidea 

After receivmg the thanks of the villagers, who 
petitioned tliat tUejr would come again to shoot more 
of their foes, Reginald and Burnett returned to the 
headquarters of the rajali. As thej nm\ ed, they saw 
an evlraonlmarj personage standing in the hall wait- 
ing to be admitted, lie had almost the appearance of 
n bronze statue, so motionless did he stand and his n-’id 
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features being apparently incapable of expressing any 
sentiment, cither of pleasure or pain. His dress con- 
sisted of a cloth •wrapped round his waist, a scarf over 
his shoulder, and a turban on his head — the upper part 
of his body and his legs being completely exposed. The 
man -was a fakir, one of a class of religious fanatics, 
‘■who, ignorant df a God of love and mercy, believe 
that holiness can bo obtained by practising the most 
rigid self-denial and the infliction of every variety of 
torture on themselves. 

Buinett inquired •whence he had come. 

** From Allahapoor,” he answered. “ Night and day 
I have travelled, to see the rajah on o matter of import- 
ance. Tell him, sahib, that it admits of no delay, 
and that I must forthwith be admitted to an audience,” 

Bui-nett, believing that the fakir had roaUy some 
matter of consequence to communicate, hastened to 
the rajah, srho desired that he should at once be 
admitted. In spite of his mean attire, the rajah re- 
ceived the fakir with the same respect he would hare 
bestowed on the proudest noble. 

“ ■\Vlicnce do you come, and what tidings do you 
bring?” ho asked. 

“ O Refuge of the World, I come from the well- 
beloved, the Princess of the tJmverso, your grandcliild 
the Ranee. She sent for me, knowing that I could bo 
trusted, and bade me hasten to your Inghness with 
aom*. vofiaTOaiion. alwi luul abtain/yl I kss/iw wat 
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Jly only desire was to obey her ordeis. During your 
aWnco treachery has been nl work in the city ; and 
even now, unless some fortunate chance has prevented 
them, your enemies are in possession of your palace 
and riches. Khan Mukund arrived some days ago 
^vith a parly of horsonen, wlio q)rcad the report that 
your liighncss was dead, atul that he intended to get 
hlui'Dlf proclaimed raj.ah in your stead." 

Tho rajah started up and placed Ijjs hand on the 
hilt of his sword, as if ho would ni^h olT at once to 
recover his pos.'-c^itons, then recollecting that he was at 
a distance from Allaha|>oor, he made further inquiries 
* of the fikir, w hose answers confirujcd him in the belief 
that the man spoke the trutli 

'* r now see \%li\ those traitors galloped ofl in onlcr 
to reach U»o city before iia Wlml tlo jou adviec, my 
friends 1 " he asked, tunuii" to Ihirnclt and Reginald. 

“Tlntwc aclwitli jndginrnl and cautmu, and we 
luaj jclwinUack jourtitj and n*storc jou to power," 
atjswind Runutk “You Im>o stdl a faithful band 
rcinuiun,: vUh 5011 , and tbe ttrutom cannot possibly 
l-o aware that yon ha>e rcqucstisl the prv«inco of an 
Ihighsh n.Md«nt, and a regiment of scjio).s. Their 
nrTi%al will of iicc\.s«ity di-ctmtHTt tlie plans of the 
rfKK ^Vhpn it is known On, uMiq^r will prol>aI) 1 y 
take to ftiglil, and \«u will quicklj ha\c jour own 
a.niri " 

"Rut, in tin* jntantimt, what will the wrtlclica 
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have done vrith my family, and my gi-and*daughtcr 
Nuna, and the rest of those I hold dear? " 

This remark made Bumeit feel veiy anxious, for 
he could not give a satisfactory reply. “ They ■mil 
scarcely venture to ill-treat the defenceless, well know- 
ing that vengeance ■will speedily overtake them/’ ho 
answered at length. "Besides, remember, 0 Bajab, 
that this holy man has only told us what ho Teal's 
may possibly take place. Tb© events he spealcs of 
have not actually occurred, and we may hope that 
something may have prevented tbo expected outbreak. 
If w© hasten back to AUahapoor, we may arrive in 
time to frustrate the plans of the conspirators With 
tbo body of trusty followers you have with you, and 
those who still remain faithful in the city, wo shall bo 
able to overcome your foes, even should the I'cbellion 
have begun,” 

Burnett’s romarlcs had tbo effect of fcidving the 
spirits of the rajah, and he immediately issucfd oidcra for 
a picked body of his cavalry to get ready for a move 
that very night, a small number only being left to 
guard the women and camp-followers. Adopting 
Captain Burnett's advice, he purposed pushing on to- 
wards the city as fast as theU steeds could cany 
them , while the rest of tUo jKirty were to move foi'- 
ward at their usual slow rate, beyond which it was 
impossible to advance Bven the rajah and his party 
couM not perform more t&an tfiirfy or Ibrfy mifca 
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eich (lay, as tbeir horecs required food and r(^fe, and 
tiicy had fully three days’ marcli beforcs them. 

The njah could only talk of the \eDgcancc he would 
take should the rebels liavc succeeded , and he vowed 
that the Elrccts of the city should run with the blood 
of hi3 foes 03 soon as he had succeeded m o\ erpowenng 
them. Bumclt. who knew very well that he would 
caiT} out hia threats, and anxious to prc%ent the hide- 
ous crudtica which would be committed endeax cured 
to pacify the old chief, and reminded him that possibly 
tho expected resident might have arrived with Uio 
British sepoys, whose presence would (liscooMrt iho 
plans of the rebels, and prol^bly mduco them to 
abandon their design. 

Reginald was anxious on lus own account. The 
services ho had rendered tho rajah merited the btst 
return which could l>c made, and ho had hail great 
hojics that his wish wonlJ be complied with, lut 
should llm mjah he hurled from power, ho would be 
uuablu to gnnt bun his request <Va far as he could 
awtrtnm, the rijali wav tho onlj man pos-sessed of the 
iiiqiorlant secret ho wislicsl to oltain, so that should 
tho old chuf lose Ins life ReginvM would be deprived 
of tho oiilj clue which might lend to its ehicidation 
Uo dctLnuinvl, llurvfw to take the first favourable 
ou*.rtumlv of Ulhiig tht. nvjah who he was and 
inlnating him to give bun the lufonnilion that was 
cf such V ital iiujwriance to 1 w future ititcasta jjegi- 
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nald Imd been led to believe that the rajab vrould bo 
very umvilling to enter on the subject, and ho had 
theiefore hesitated to introduce it till he iblt more sure 
than ho had liitheito dono of tho footing on •which he 
stood with tho old man. 

For two days tho party liad ridden on, stopping 
only a sullicicnt time to rest their steeds, and to recruit 
themselves by sleep and food. They had taken a dif- 
ferent route to that by which tiiey had come, avoiding 
all populous villages, in order that information of tJieir 
approach might not bo carried to the city. One day’s 
march only remained to be perfonned ; and tho paifcy 
bivouacked by the side of a wood, which concealed them 
and the fires they lighted to cook their food from the 
high road, which ran at some distance. Tho rajah 
was sitting on his carpet near tho camp'firo, with 
Reginald and Burnett by liis side, Dick Thuddiclium 
and Faitliful being close at hand, serving as efficient 
guards. Tlie men lay about, their horses feeding close 
to ihoin ; wliile scouts Tvatched on the outskirts of 
the caraj), as if they wcie in an enemy’s countiy — for 
it was thought jTossiblo, should the rebels discover 
that the rajah was approaching, th«at they would send 
out a strong force to attack him. Tlicso measures 
were taken by tho advice of Cai)tam Burnett, who 
had also rocoiaincnded that tliey should take tho un- 
frequented road they had followed, so that they miglit 
Aare a cJiance cf sarprisaiff thu rchch. 



Tiil HJSUID ^on OllOI TUSin H7 

The rajah showed himself sensible of the iiuiiortaiit 
aid he had rccei\ ed from Ins English attendants, and on 
tins emng ho Bocmed more inclined to open his heart 
to them than heretofore 

“Had it not been for jou, my jonng friend, 1 
should be e'ven now a clod of Uie earth, mj body 
left to be dcNourcd bj the fowls of the air and the 

lid beasts of the forest. Yon and y our faithful tigress 
saved me fioio the daggers of my traitorous oflicers 
And jour opportune airnal pioented our being cut 
offbj fcho niountainoers, as would otherwise have bteij 
car fate," Iw added, tamwg to Bamctt. 

Tlic two joung men, in the usual Oriental plirases, 
expressed their satisfaction at having rendered any 
service to his highness. 

" And now tell mo how I can reward j ou,*’ exclaimed 
the rajah. “ Only let me know , though, alas I should 
I lose my power, how can I fulfil any promises? " 

Reginald saw that now the favourable opportunity 
he had wished for, of speaking to the rajah of himself, 
had amveA 

“Tour lugUncss can render me a greater service 
than 5 ou may suppose, he said speaking slowly, for 
he knew that he was treading on dehcate ground, 
“ily fnend and I are not the first EngUslimen who 
have resided at your court. There was one who served 
you faithfully, and whose sword preserved your life 
when surrounded by foes m battle , but traitors, who 
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were jeaJous of Iho fa\otir you bestowed on him, con- 
spired to take hi3 life , and they would have succeeded, 
had lie not, leaving all )io held dear, together with his 
worldly ■\\eaUh, and undcjgomg groat hardships been 
successful in mnlcmg Ins way to Calcutta vitU his 
young son. "When there, important information he re 
ceived compelled him to return to his natiae land 
Once more he came back to India, inth Ins son, intend 
ing at all hazards to revisit you , but the tnols he had 
gone through had shattered Ins health, and nhen just 
about to set out on his journey he died, leavmg to his 
only son the duty of vindicating his fair fame, and 
regaining the property of svhieh he had been deprived ” 

"Wlio told you all this*” exclaimed tbo rajah in 
an agitated voice " Wliere is the son of whom you 
speak ? I would greatlj rejoice to see the boy I 
would not only restore bun his fathers property, but 
raise him to a rank next to myself in my govern 
ment” 

Just at that moment an officer burned up to the 
rajah, and after making the usual salutation, infonped 
lam that the scouts bod fallen in with a messenger 
from the city who was on his way to try and fiud 
their partj The iniomintioQ he has to give will 
not allow of an instants delay, ho saja,” added tho 
officer 

The rajah ordered that tlie man should Iks itiimcdi 
attly admitted to his picscnco 
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‘'"Wliat news do jou bnng? Speak at once” ex 
claimed the rajili 

‘TJnhappy I am to bring it for it is bad news,” 
answered the man ' Hie whole citj is m a tumult 
Mukuud Bhim has been proclaimed rajah, and already 
more than half the people have sided with him , still 
there are some who remain faithful and if yonr high-* 
ness Mere to appear among them at once the rebellion 
might he quelled and jour power restored. Your 
•servant ventures to advise tliat you should gallop on 
during the night so as to enter the citj bj daj break 
— though the distance is great j our steeds may get 
o\or the ground m time — and by taking tlio robch by 
surprise 3 ou may o\ercoim them before Uiey *can offer 
resistance, uhen the loyal people will gatlier around 
you and you may once more find yourself tlie iindis- 
piitetl ruler of Ahahapooi 

Voiir ads ice sounds full of wisdom answered Uic 
raiah ' To horwe my fnends • and ve will not pull 
nm till the wplls of my rebellious tity appeal in 
elghk’ 

Tlio whole camp wa.s nnmcdiatcly asiip The 
lior5ea unfortunately, m consequence of tlie rapid 
march of the two pro lous days were ill able to gallop 
on for thirty miles without stopping with the prospect 
of some hot fighting at the end of it. Still march 
tiny mu«t at nil Imrjirds. 

Uach liorstman Ijcfore mounting tightenwl up the 
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girths of his saddle ; and all having fallen into their 
ranks, the order to move fon^’ard was given. A 
strong ftdvnnoe-gnard led the vny, with their arm? 
ready for instant use, as they know that at any 
moment they might be attacked by the rebels, — who, 
should they b}’ any means get tidings of their ap- 
proach, Avould assuredly send out a numerous force 
against them. The rajah, attended hy Reginald and 
Burnett, rode with the matu body. There was no time 
for conversation, and Reginald had still to wait for the 
important information ho was bo anxious to obtain 
A few words only could ho occasionally csxcljangcd. 
On they rode, keeping a tight icin, to prevent their 
liorse? ifom stumbling Now and then a poor boast 
came down j and the rider, if he escaped a broken 
limb, had to make his way on foot, with tln^ risk of 
either being set upon by a tiger, or murdered by the 
villagers whose property ho and his comrades had 
plundered The rajah hoped that he should either bo 
able to force the gates, or that the guards would open 
them at his summons, and that ho might thus bo ablo 
to catch Slukund Bhim and the rest of the rebel chiefs 
while they were still locked in slumber. 

They were now rapidly approaching the city. Al- 
ready, in the far distance, tlie outlines of the domes 
and minarets of the temples and mosques could be 
seen defined against the clear sky No rebels had 
appeared to dispute their prqgrcs^ and Ojo STyaJi began 
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to hopo til'll tho rebdUon bad not j ct fully broVcn 
out and that ho might still Imo timo to cnish it. 
Ho and tho main bodj rooming on came up \vilh tlie 
ad\ anco gnard AThich had halted Tlie rvjah inquired 
tho cau<?e. The officer in command arisuered that 
the> had met a pcison who had brought tidings 
from tho citj Lot me hear his report, said tho 
rajah, and a man loohingmore hho a wild bc-istthan 
a human being advanced from among tho horsemen. 
Ho was a bj raghce or religious mendicant His body 
n*aa naked with the exception of a nan'ow piece of 
cloth passed between tho logs and fastened before and 
beliind to a string tied round tho waist Uii hnir 
was long and matted its bulk increased bj plaits of 
other hair mi\e<I with it His bodj was smeared 
with tlio ashes of cow dung giving it a most uneartlxlj 
hue, while hwiiitlamed and bleared eyes Could scarcely 
bo perceived amidst tl o uios-s of dirt wliicli clung 
around them. Anything less human could scarcely bo 
iiimgmed tban tho appearance of the uiisemble hein" 
Wliat tidings do jou Inng from tho Oity t asked 
tho mjali niiMOiislj 

Bad — >erj bad O Refuge of tho World answered 
tlio mendicant Lost niglit, eru I passed through 
the gales r saw jour f<«.a shouting forth tho name of 

MukunlBhim their new rajah It was reported that 

JOU hadiKtiditd antf all 5 our followers Ud been slam 

ainil the mountams* nnl no ono I met discredited 
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tho tale. Thus your fncnds are disheartened ; but if 
you 'were to appear among them, to sho^ that you 
aro still allve^ they would regain their courage and 
fight bravely in your cause." 

“But how to get among them, is tho difficulty," 
observed the lajah. “ Tell me, bjTaghce, aro tho gates 
closed ? " 

“Not only closed, but strongly guarded," answered 
the mendicant " It would be vain to attempt to force 
tbem ; your only way of entering will be in disguise. 

I passed, encamped nt a short distance from the gates, 
a caravan of merchants wth their camebs, who had 
arrived too late to find admittance last night If your 
highness would condescend to disguise yourself as one 
of them, they would consent to your entering among 
them, — trusting to your generosity for the reward you 
would bestow should you sncceeiL” 

The rajah, after considering the matter, agreed to 
tho proposal of the hyraglicc Ho then invited Reginald 
to accompany him, while he begged Burnett to take 
the command of the horsemen, and to remain concealed 
in tho wootl in wliich they were drawm up till ho could 
fiend wonl to tlicm tliat a faroumblo opportunity ha<l 
arrived for making a dash into the city. “The risk, 

I know, is great," he addctl ; “ but I am ready to liar-ard 
my ovnx life for the sake of recovering what I have 
lost" 

“Tlic commands of yoiir liig!incfi.s shall be obeyed," 
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sa^d Biimctt , and maj y<ra and mj j outig friend bo 
presen ed mjour underiaJving ’ TTnlos.^ treacJiery is 
at work — as no one mil saspcct that ) on are among 
the merchants — tLo hazard is not so great as it may 
appear 

jUl necessary aiTangcinents being made the rajali ac 
compamed bj Eegmald proceeded on foot to the mer- 
chants camp , while Faithful whose appearanco might 
have betrayed them remainc<l Whind in the care of 
Dick Thuddichnm. 

To the rajah s satisfaction he found that the mer 
chant to whom the cara^an belonged was a Parsco 
with whom he had formerly had satjsfactora dealings 
and who might be thoroughly trusted The required 
dress was produced — the rajahs nch costume being 
packed up among the bales — and he appeared in the 
guise of one tf the merchants clerks while Eogiinld 
a&iumed the costume and anns of a common sowar era 
ploj od in guarding the merthan Use 
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^ MAtTm TATRLV OQ 111© appearance of tjie first 
streaks of daylight in ilio sky, the znerckant, 
Hurdeo Buksli, aroused the caravan, wliicli, 
as soon as tlio camels nrere loaded, mo^-ed 
forward to tho gato of the city. As lib was well 
known, he had no difficulty in gaming admittance, and 
tliey were soon tlireading the narrow lanes whicli led to 
the diief hazaar Tho rajah, seated on a camel, with 
a hood over his head which completely concealed his 
features, rode next to (ho merchant ; while Reginald, 
a^uming a jaunty air,and armed with a spear and shield, 
marched hy his side. They soon reached tho bazaar, 
wlicre they saw a crowd assembled, reading a huge 
placanl announcing that Mukund Bhini, in consequence 
of the death of the old rajah, had a'^sumed the reins of 
government, and ordering all Uie people, under jiain of 




THE RLEEL’S PP0CLA3UTI0N 


167 


death and confiscation of tiicir property, to obej his 
edicts, Tlio crowd impeding the progress of the caiti- 
^an, the rajah as well as Reginald had time to read the 
^%holc of the placard, whidb also went on to announce 
the ^ anous persons who had been appointed to offices 
under the new rajah Among others appeared that of 
Khan Cochfit, as also of several of the chiefs who had 
deserted Mecr Ah Singh among the mountains " The 
Milams,” unitteicd the rajah, “I rnll pnmsh their 
trtacliorj’ , asfoi thatrascalli Cochfit,lus head shall part 
corupnjiy from his bod> before many da^s are over” 
But people continued eagerly to press forward to 
read tlio placard — traders m long coats and turbans, 
sowars w ith shields and spears women and children,— 
people in every costume, and people m no costume at 
all except the dirty cloths aiound their loms or over 
their shoulders, and the o\er present turban on their 
heada Rogmald knowing the agitation into ahich 
the announcement would tlirow the rajah, was afraid 
that he would betray himself so, swaggering on 
according to the character he had assumed, ho forced 
the crowd to make way for the caravan, which at 
length got deal and was able to proceed onward to 
the hou-«c which Uie inerchant was wont to occupy 
dunng his stay in Allaliajvxir 

So far the adventure had been successful and the 
rajah took up hia lo<3gings in a room where he was 
not likely to be discovered. The difhculty, however. 
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AN-u to gain infomialion. The nc\t Iluttlco 

Etik.s)i Avas obliged io appear in public to make arrange 
incnta for the aalo of Im good*; and iras afraid of c*c 
citing suspicion should he be seen Msiting the rajahs 
hiding place Reginald iras inlling enough to tr> and 
I ick up inforraalion but the rajah chaiged hmi on no 
account to do so lus manners and mode of speaking 
M ould bo sure to betraj* him The rajah had ordered 
his own dress to be brought to him and ho now put it 
on telling Peginald that ho had coino to the resolution 
of A*isitu}g Ins {alacc as soon as darkness would allow 
of hifl passing through tho streets unobsened and ap 
poabng to tho loj’altj of bis guards — who would bo 
supposed bo found at their old quarters tho usurper 
llnknud Bbim ho bad learned from the bjrnghee 
residing at Ins own palace. 

Reginald thought Uie attempt a hazardous one but 
yet, as it was the only scheme likelj to succeed he 
consented, Aftei the rajah had told him this he was 
bauntenng about in the gateway of tho hoxi<»e imitating 
tlie manners of n sowar when he caught sight of the 
mendicant slowly approachmg asking alms of all lie 
met The mans bttle bleared eyes twmklerl as he 
came up to Reginald whom he appeared at once to 
recognize 

ou can be trusted I see said Reginald 'i ou 
wiU receive a handsome reward if you faithfully per 
form the ser\ ice I reqmre of you. 
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‘ Saj wbat it i« sahib and j ou shall be obej ed,” 
reajwndcd the bj raghee. 

“To hasten forthinth to Uie spot irliere our fneods 
Uo concealed, and to direct them, os soon as the shades 
of e% tmng appear, to push Cot's aid at hot “peed low ords 
the norlhem gate whidi they may reach before thej 
arc cliallcngcd. Should thej succeed in passing 
through thej arc to gallop on to the ivilace, where 
Uit> Will find the rajah and such fnends as he maj ho 
able to rallj round him. If thej fail m the attempt, 
thej are to retire till Ihej hear from his highness or 
mo" Reginald, os he spoke put a piece of money 
into the mendicants hand to deceive an> who might 
ha\o obsened them vpcakiDg together 

You shall be olicjed sahib said the mendicanl» 
TOOMug on and continuing as before to beg of all ho 
met Instead of going m (ho direction he had boon 
f'llowing howotr bo contmed to turn round,. and 
Regmall saw him making Lis waj in the direction of 
the northtm gate as if bent on cam mg out the orders 
be bad neeued 

' So ftr our scheme \ rospers tliought Regmald , 
lut 1 wish that I bad the means if osccrbimitig 
wbi-rc tl 0 ryab* gr«id-dau,^blcr bxs taken rcfu"i 
'^lioul I tbt traito' Mukmi 1 Ilium ba\ e got I cr into bis 
r I e w nul I I avt as bttlt. ••cruple m j lUting her to 
d alb a^ 1 e wcul I in killuig nnj of ibo mjaba son-* 
Tvir ^Dt:lIg cnatun. I doul like to incriasic tb old 
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man’s anxjcties alluding to her, but ho must tremble 
at tljc thought of "uhal ma} have become of her’ 

J^ohsithstanding tbo mjnhs caution to Keginald ho 
could bcarccly refrain from going out and mixing ’aith 
the crowd, to obtain infonnntion of what was going on 
Prudence howe\cr, restrained him He walked up 
and down impatieutl^ at his post, in the hope of seeing 
some one among them who had frequented the court 
and a\ho ho thought might bo trusted, but of the 
thou'^ands who continued to huirj’ by ho did not rc- 
cognmo a single person He forgot that all the time 
he was running n great risk, of being recognized hup 
self, for altliough lie bad done his utmost aided by the 
worllij merchant to cliango his appearance he might 
easily have been detected by any one who bad before 
known him 

Tlius the hours passed slowly away, and at length 
the shades of evemng began to steal over the cit^ On 
going up into the lajabs room, Reginald found him 
habited m his usual costume ivith a large'robe ready 
to tlirowoier his shoulders which with the aid of the 
darlaiess of night would conceal lus figure from those 
he might meet. His sciuiitar was by his side and a 
brace of pistols m his belt. 

Tlie tune for action has arrived he saul m i finn 
voice Wc will go forth my youn^, fnend aadbuccecd 
or perish m the attempt Oar first care as soon as we 
have gathcied my f-uthful guonU about us must be to 
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sccm'o tho safttj of my grandcliiltl, Kuna , and iro imj 
then, should wo ho attacked, defend tho palaco till tho 
arrival of jour English friend with mj bravo horse- 
men. Como, we wiU set ont. I do not fear discov erj , 
asnoono will suppose that I am m tho citj , and people 
will take mo for a foreign merchant on his way to trans- 
act husmess with some klinn or otiicr wcalthj person ' 
"Should anj ono venture to interfere with jou, I 
shall he icadj to sacnCce mj life m jour defence, 
answered RcginaUL 

‘I fully confido in jou my bmvo jounj frioud/ 
ovclaimcel the rajah , and I v\onl<l rather have jou hj 
my 8ido th in a lumdred of mj native sowars." 

Tliej then set out Eegiiwld haimg nseoi tamed that 
no ouo was near As thej left tho gntts of tho house 
tho rajah wolked npidlj along concealing his face in 
his robe, uhile Re^jinaU snoggered on bj his side nith 
a inaitial strut assumed gencmllj bj tin, sowars. A 
large number of people wire still abroad , and as thej 
jvassid on they caught ‘wime of the e\{prc«sions which 
were iR-ing uttered U was verj evident that a rebel 
hon had tal cn place and tint tho star of Mukund 
Uhim was iii the a'^nkiicj 

At length a.s thej approached tin. palace the crowd 
gn w thinner \\ htn thej got closi, to it no ono was 
ticen standing about the gate** —tho usual guards vrtro 
not there, — nor wire thej challciigiil as thev cntorcil 
Tie 'ilenci. which nigiicd cvujwlicrc 
.AS- tt 


wa.s ommotis. 
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After passing ncro‘5S the outer cottrljarjl, tlio ralaU "’J’S 
,about to enter tlio vestibule of tbe hall of audience, 
^vhoo, drawhig aside a curtain which hung across it, 
ho started hack with an exclamation* of hoiror and, 
dismay. The whole pas«!ago, as well a5 the Ulght of 
steps leading to the upper slor}', was strewn with 
corpses. 

- “Alas, alas! my faithful guards! on your courage 
I depended to regain my power T’ exclaimed tho 
rajah. "Tou have died bravely fighting at your 
posts." Ali Singh stood for some seconds contemplat- 
ing the sccuo with a look of dcsjxiir. “On whom 
have I now to depend*” Iio exclaimed j “and iny 
child, wliafc can have become of her I " 

“•Your Jughness has your faithful troopers and many 
fiiends who aro ready to light for yotj,” said Reginald, 
advancing “ Some of your guanl may be still alive, 
and concenicti in the palace ; and they m.ay bo able to 
inform us what lias bcconjo of your gmnd-daimhfcr." 

Reginald's worth .seemed to restore the rajah’s com- 
agc. Ilis fint care was to esamino tho bodies which 
filled the passage, in tho hope that some might l>o • 
found breathing but in all lift was ostmef. Reginald 
urged the rajah to liurn* fonvnnl, in case the 
should return before they had timo to sen, -eh tho 
pal.nco They w.nlkctl on through the deoertwl corri- 
dors an<l looting into the rooms as they 

I^avscd. but not a living Itoing «-as to be sevn Af 
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lengtli, as they were passing a room the door of which 
was partly ajar, a groaa reached Reginald’s ear , and 
calling to the rajah, who was going on, he enterecL 
By the light of the x®!® moon which streamed through 
a window, he discoTcred m the further corner the form 
of a sepoy stretched on a mat Tlie blood which had 
floned from scTeral wounds on his head and body had 
tnckled 01 er the ground The man had been ap- 
pvcntly cndcaiounng to stanch them hut Ind fainted 
before ho had done so cirectnally Reginald knelt 
down by his side, and did Ins best by means of a 
haudkcrchicf which he tore into bandages, to stop the 
further flow of blood. In a sl/ort time the man ro 
turned to consciousness , and as his ey c fell on the rajah 
Lus countcuancc bnghtcoed up 

“ Have the rebels been defcotod ? ’ he exdaiined. 
“I thought all was lost” 

” We wish to Icam from j ou irhat has happened,' 
said Reginald ‘ Numbers of your eommdes he dead 
at the entrance, and the palace appears to be deserted. 
Wo know no more. 

"AH that I can tell you is that irc were attacked 
last night by 'Mukimd Blum with a large band of fol- 
lowers , we fought despi rately to defend our iiost, till 
ntimlicrs fell killed or Wounded, when the rest were 
camtd off 0.1 pnsoners. I (hen in -spite of my woundi 
matngwl to escajw. the mhcls ha\ mg kfl me for dead 
Tluy bad begun to pillage the iialacc, when they were 
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summoned away to defeat an attempt of the loyal 
inhabitants to keep possession of the city till the 
return of the rajah, the report of whose death they 
refused to credit’* 

"And can yoti ^ve roe no account of my cliild, the 
Eanee Nuna?” asked the rajah, "Have the rebels 
carried her off, or is she still in the palace 1 *’ 

"I Icnow not, 0 Rajah,*' ansrvered the wounded 
man. "'Wliile I lay here, espccting^ eveiy instant to 
bo put to death, I heard the tramp of feet through the 
passages, and cries and shrieks from female voices ” 
"The villainous traitors have deprived me, then, of 
my child," exclaimed the rajah. "Come, my friend, 
we must ascertain the worst,'* he said, addrassing 
Reginald. "You must not waste any more time on 
this man : if it is his fate to live, he will live ; if not, 
ho trill Imre the satisfaction of dying in toy cause ” 
Reginald, although as anxious as the rajah to oscer- . 
tain t^hat had happened, was unwilling to leave the 
' bravo sepoy, who was still in much need of aid ; but 
the rajah’s impatience would brook no delay, so Iclluig 
the poor man that ho would return as soon as possible, 
Ilcgiiiald followed the rajah, who was huriying from 
the room. 

They made their uny lowanls the women’s ap-art- 
incnts, obsen'ing on cither ride bign-s of Iho fcaiful 
struggle whicli had taken place, though it was still 
evident that the rajah’s own guard had rcinuined faithfuL 
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The doors of tlio womens apirtments were open — 
tlioac <acrcd cliaiabcrs into wliicb hitherto no ram 
had dared to enter Female omaments and dicsscs 
■were strewn on the gronnd articles of all sorts wcie 
"broken and the marks of \iolcnce were visible e\en on 
the irall* The worst antjcipatiojis of the rajah ireie 
realized Nuna had undoubted!} been earned ofi b} the 
rebels Ile^inald bad difficulty m quitting tbe old 
mans agitation. Ho set.me<.l mcapble of dealing 
■nhat course to pursue BeginalJ } miself felt deej Jj 
gnevetl at tho loss of tlie \oung gnl whose possession 
he foresaw would add grcatl} to the power of tho 
rebels as even should they be ultimately defeated it 
ivoiilil enable them to treat on favourable terms with 
the rajah , and he endcavourc I m \am to tranquillize 
the mmd of the old man by renunding him that it 
would be to the interest of Jlukund bhim to behave 
courteously to her 

As it would be dangerous to lemam Jong in tho 
palace to w hicli tiic rebels might at any moment le 
turn Reginald endtav oured. to persuade the raj lU to 
go back to the merchants house wheru he might re 
mam till the arrival of their Blends should the mcndi 
cant hav e succeeded in reaching them and should they 
be able to enter the city No other course seemed 
jmcticable unle«« ahaudonmg all efiort to recover lus 
power the ryali should i^ume his disguise and attempt 
to make his escape from the city litginald suggested 
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this coiifSP, find ofTored to protect him with his life; 
ihc Tajah, however, Avowld not hear of it. 

Darlaies.s had now set in, and, WTnppcd in liis 
mantle, the rajah could walk abroad without liazaid of 
being i-ecogni7cd. Thej' first, however, made a circuit 
of the M hole palace ; but not a human being was found 
alive. Before qnitUng it altogether, Reginald hunied 
hack to the wounded sepoy, whom he was un^*illing 
to leave to perisli, as lie undoubtedly would if deserted. 
The man had ROincwbat recovered his strength, and 
thought that, with Reginald’s assistance, ho might bo 
able to walk a bhori distance 

. "You need not do tlmt,” said Rcgin.ald; “your 
weight is not great, and I will cany you on my 
shoulders." 

"No, no, sahib," said the sepoy, who had from the 
first recognized Reginald in spile of his disguise j 
"should we encounter any of the rajah’s cncmica, they 
would kill you as well ns me ; but if you will take tno 
to the stables — should tbe rebels not have earned off 
the horses, I might contrive to sit one, and either 
make my escape out of the city, or roaeli the house of 
some friends near this who will give me shelter." 

" I ^viU gladly carry you to the stables," said Regi- 
nald ; and it at once occurred to him that if he and • 
the rajah could obtain steeds for themselves they might 
make a dash through the gates, or should their friends 
arrive they would be able to join them and eucouutcr 
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ilukund Bhirn and lus followers, were certain not 
to be far off Taking tlie woimded man up on Ins 
sliouldcr, therefore, lie staggered with him along the 
passages and down tho steps in tlio roar of the paheo 
winch led to the courtyard m tho further |>art of winch 
the stahles were situatwL The rajah went ahead iiitli 
his sa\ord dra\m, thmking it probable that plunderere 
might be lurking about , but no one was met witlu 
The nliole palace for somo unaccountable reason, uas 
ciilu'cl^ dcsertc<l The scjioj had esjirc^scd a hope 
that the horses had been left m tho stables or Reginald 
a\ ould not ha% c expected to find anj there It seemed 
inoTO prohallo that the rebels uould have carried them 
off Sliould such bo found to be tlie case lie scarcely 
knew arhat ho should do with tho woimded sepoj It 
was aritb no httlo diiliculty that ho inanagcd to coua cj 
him cacn the comparat»\cl^ short distance he Lad gone, 
and he ftlt tliat it avoulj be iinpoi*ibJo to canj him 
iKjond the palace to the l>ou'«of tho fnends ho sjMike 
of, ho •‘hoiil I tlicrcforc be compelled to Icaao him m 
the stalled iihcrc he might die of elaraation unless 
di'icoaerc^l \y nnj comp.a.ssionatc person a%ho could 
bang him Rod. 

The man sccniwl to dnme his thoughta Care 
not f r me sahil he whii^jwrel m a low aoico that 
the rajah mie,ht n< t hear The One I trust wliom 
5011 nnr'hip a^ill prescrae me. Inquirv for the 
1 ouse of Dhunca Smgh, tell Inin where you haie left 
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Wlizcer Singh, and ho will find the means of coming 
to my assistance You may trust him, for he is one' 
who worshi]>s Iho true God, and/ if you rcf|uIio aid, 
will risk liis life in your acn'ico." 

Keginald, greatly suqirlsed at the way in wliicli the 
man spoke, for ho had supposed him to ho an onliu- 
ary sepoy, promised to follosv his directions But on 
reaching tho stahlcs they found that, though most of 
the linrsos had heoii cairicd off, four or five had been 
left in tho further wing of tho building. Their har- 
ness was hung up on tho walls, and tho rajah and 
Reginald, well accustomed to the task, quickly saddled 
and bridled three of ttio best 

"You seem to take gicat interest in my follower^*' 
said tho rajah, observing the assistance Reginald was 
aifording the wounded man. 

“Ho has fought hravcly for your highness, and is 
wounded and sulTcring,” answered Reginald. "I am 
simply doing my duty.” 

" May you be rewarded ibr your charity,” answered 
iiie rajalu ” And now let us mount and sally forth 
into the streets The gates will be closed ero long, and 
should my followers not have entered tho city, my only 
safe course will be to try and join tliem, and wait for 
a favourable opportunity of regaining what I have 
lost ” ’■ 

Rpginald liaving assisted the rajah to mount, next 
helped Wuzeor Singh to get on horseback, though it was 
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witli diflicultj tllc poor man could keep lus scat, he 
himself then \auUcd mlo the saddle, and the rajah, -aith 
the mantle vliieh Imd before sened to dicguisQ him 
over Ins head, rode forth from tho palace follon cd closclj 
bj rvOo'inald and the sepoj The darkness ^vhJch no'W 
rctgne<l o\er the citj fn\ onred their proceedings. At 
tho same lime, it wna but too likelj that the gates 
^rould bo closed , and if so their friends would bo 
picNcntoiI fiom entering Aheady the streets ncro 
deserted and no one apjicaicd from whom, ducctlj or 
iiidircctlj, thoj could obtain uifoimatJOJi. Tho more 
pcnccablo inhalutants had it v\ as clear, wnsolj retired 
to- then houses , while the fighting men and rabble 
were mjdontlj coUecled m a distant pLirt of tho citj, 
bent on some mischief or other 

llsgmald kept clo-so alongside \\ uzeer Singh to assist 
hmi ui silting hts horse for so great was Ins weakness 
that CNcr> moincnt it ap)K.ared that he would foil otL 
Tho ‘ioldier expressed his ihankfiilness. "If the 
whibivill but take inj mhico Jioaddctl ‘lie will jnr- 
suadc ttio rajah to come to the liou^o of Dliuima Singh 
who will protect him ct all liazanls. lie has a stabk 
m winch the liorscs can be put up and an upper room 
where Ins highness can remam concealed without risk 
i.f di''CO\crj when iHj ivtumv Dlumiia Singh iiia^ 
U. able also to inform him of what ha.H ]iapj«.ncd, and 
he can net acconhnglj 

Ileguuld thought Uio advice vi good that he at 
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once suggested the plan to the mjall, ■who agreed to 
it after some hesitation. They at once, therefore, 
turned their horses along a sticet Wuzecr Singh pointed 
out. Tho few people who pa^cd them probably took 
the rajah to be some merchant returning home attended 
by his guards, and did not stop to examine them 
closely. In a short lime they arrived before the gates 
of a house of the style occupied by the more wealthy 
class of citizens. Hero Reginald, throwing himself 
from his horse, assisted Wuzeer Singh to reach the small 
loophole, through which' he could communicate ivith 
those within Ailor a few words had been exchanged, 
tho gates were opened and the party entered A staid- 

looking citizen, with several younger men, received thotn } 
and though they treated tlie rajah with marked respect, 
they did not otherwise show that they knew who he 
was The old man only addressed ]jim as saliib, and 
begged leave to show the way into the interior of tlio 
liouac ;’and while two of the younger men gently lifted 
up Wuzeer Singh and carried him indoors, the jest led 
off tlio horses to tho stable. Tlie rajah was at once 
conducted to the upper room Wuzeer Singh lind spoken 
of, where lua host paid him ovciy possible attentiotL 
Wui^cr Singh, meantime, was gently cared for ; and an 
ample repast was placed before ReginahL Tlicirhost, 
it apjicarcd, was a Hindoo, who, \sith all his family, 
had been convcrtcil to Cbrisliaiiity ; and, desirous of 
following tho precepts of hjs Hiitb, ho was anxious to 
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afford asj>istancc to those in distress. Ho shoivcd bj his 
roinncr that ho well hnew who tho rajah was, and 
ho must ha\o been aware of the great nsk ho rin in 
afTording him shelter should liis concealment bo dis 
co\ i-red by Jlukund Bhim or any of his partj Since 
Uio commencement of the disturbances ha and his sons 
bad ■ni'!el> kept to the hoii'>e and so he could only siir 
misc from the reports brought by two or three people 
•^\ho had visited at Ins house, what was taking jilaco 
Ho behevi-d he said, that another khan of influence re 
siding on tho other side of tho citj Ind risen either u ith 
tho intention of supporting the rajah or of cmleaTouring 
to obtain the power forlumsclC Mukuud Bhim having 
marched with all lus forces to attack him a dospe 
rate Tight had taken place Tho klnn had been de 
feated, and ^luktind Shims followers, witli the rabble 
of tho citj , had for some hours been engaged in plunder 
ing Ins house and those of lus ixlntivcs — he and all of 
them havnng been put to deatli. Regmald s nnviotj 
regarding Nuna was in no waj relieved, as his host 
could not tell what had become of her Sevcml 
elephants carrj ing closed howdahs accoinpameel bj a 
strong ivartj of armed men bad been seen leaving the 
southern gate of the city but where thej had gone he 
had been unable to«leam. 

Tho first part of the night had jxassed quictlj away 
and the old rajah after tho fatigue and excitement he 
had gone through slept soundlj Before morning 
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howoA cr, lie RV. oko , ami callings to Reginald, u lio occii 
pied n snmll room adjoining liis, lio c\pn>sed liis 'insli 
that when it dajlight he would go out and ascer 
hvm "what was taking phee 

As soon ns tlicii Iic«t was on foot Regmaltl told Imn 
of the inj ill's lush 

“I \\ill send otio of mj sons instead,” he atiswcied 
"Ho A\ill run no risk, while jou, notwithstanding 
jour disguise, niaj bo easilj discovcicd ” 

llic lajah consenled , but some time passing b>, and 
the young man not reluming he grew impatient and 
desired that his horse might bo prepared 

"Your highness will not siiielj ^entn^c to nde forth 
duiing daj light ’’ said Reginald “ You would certamh 
be recognized , and tbough nnny citizens might nllj 
round jou, JlukunU Blums partj bj this time must 
be suflicicntly strong to cut them to pieces and j on 
would fill into the hands of the rebels” 

"I wish to bo in readiness to join our fuend*!, who, 
if they come at all will ere long bo within the city 
walls , and I o\ cn now fancj that I can Iiear the tramp 
of tben horses hoofs was tlio ana^rcr "Como mv 
fiiend let us be prepared to sally forth ” 

Reginald though bo bobeved that tho rajah wa» 
mistaken neverthclc&s obejed, and having mounted 
they sat in tho dourtjaid n,adj to sally forth at a 
moments notice 

They had jiot long to wait before tlicir Jiosts son 
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relumed ^^llh tlio announceiuent that ilukund Bhun, 
TVith a large foi ce as ad\ancing towards that pai t of the 
cil), brcahiDgopcn the houses and capturing all those 
Mho were suspected of being fi\oitrable to the rajah 
" Tlicro IS still time to escape by the nortJiern gate , 
and though there inaj be gicat risk of falhng into the 
hands of the lebels, it inaj be the safest course to 
pursue, he ohservetl 

Ilcginald MAS of the same opinion, and urged the 
lajah to adopt it the advice of their host, the 
rajah wound a common turban round bis head, the cuds 
of Mluch hung donn so as to conceal his features, 
and os theic was not a moment to be lost, the gates 
Mcro lIiroMii ojicu and Ali Singh fylloMcdl) Beginald 
dashed out mid male his waj thiough some narroM 
Jams noweritirtl) dosertt) towards the northern gate 
As thej came in bi^ht of it tin. j saw a number of pcojik 
—some on horsf*lack and others on camels or on foot 
— hastening out to escape from the batbantics of 
Mnkunl Blum an«l hia fitree soldiery They inotlc 
their Maj amid the fnghteiusl mnUitiide, and had 
ahtadv pot outside the ualU when tliej heard loud 
f'luut-s laiscil bthitid them «hcn IlcgiiiaM loohiii'’ 
Isick, saw a lart^ of liorsenun ivsinng from tie gate 
and traraphn" uinhr hot or cutting down all who im* 
jvwhd ll fir progress. lU at once suspcctesl that tlieir 
t\ii^ht hal Pome means or other been di^coifrcwl 
an 1 lliat the hors* men were in pursuit of tht m 
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Wo must ride for onr lives,” lie exclaimed, telling 
the i-ajah Tvliat he had seen. r 

Fortunately the road in front was tolerably -open, 
and putting their horses into a gallop they dashed 
forward. Mukund Bhim’s horsemen had by this time 
discovered them, and now came on in hot pursuit. Their 
chances of escape appeared small indeed. They were 
well mounted, however, and their good steeds behaved 
faithfully, straining every muscle as if aware of the 
imporhince of exerting themselves Their pursuers, 
fully aware of the prize in view, gallopetl on even 
faster, and were evidently gaining on them,— filing as 
they did so, regardless of tliose they might Kill or 
wound. Sloro than once Reginald turned his head, 
and at length saw a further party of liorscmcn and . 
numerous clcjihants issuing from the gate. His own 
horse kept up well, hut the rayah’s at length stumbled 
and nearly came to the ground ; and Reginald feared 
that in a few minutes more they would he overtaken 
by their merciless foes. Still, there was a possibility of 
escaping, if they could gain the wood which they 
were now fast approaching. Just as they reached a 
turn of the road, however, they saw n Inigo party of 
horsenion galloping towards them ; and all hope of 
escape was cut oft 

“Wo will sell our lives dearly," said the injah. 

'* L*’t us turn round and face our pursuers.” 

"No, no; gallop on,” cried Reginald "Seel (hey 
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are our friends. Tliey lia\o oni\cd at a happy mo- 
* went, and the Mctory -will be ours.*’ 

, Thro^^ ing ofl his cloaV., tlio rajah wa\ cd his sword, 
hud was at once realized by his troopci-s, at the 
head of whom rode Captain Burnett, In another 
instant the rajah and Iloginald, wheeling iniind their 
liorscs, joined tlieir ranhs, and, witlimit pulling rein, 
daslied with headlong speed at tlie rthels. TIio first 
charge was terrific, horses and nders on hoth sides 
going doiin, hut Burnetts follovcis hiMng only just 
emerged from the wood Mcrefrc^h.irlulcthcjropponents, 
panting flora Ihcir i-apid gallop. Mere taken at a dis- 
adNatitago. Tlie old mjah fought fiercely fowilnnngto 
encounter lus sharp sciuiitar Onward he and Ins party 
fought Iheir waj, till neail> c\crj one of the adsanco- 
guanl of the foe wore cut to pieces or had gallopeil off on 
cither side. At length Reginald caught sight of 31ukund 
Bhini, Uio leader of tho Tvbcls who avoiding tho rajah, 
rotlc forwaril to meet Imn Reginald, warding off a 
blow nimetl at his head, thnist hu snonl into tho 
tmitor’s breast and boru him to the ground. The rebels, 
seeing their hader slam made but a faint resistance. 
The mahouts tumoil tlicir elephants off on other side, 
the huge animals rushing across the counlrj , and Uie 
foot>5oldurs fled back into Uie citj, whtro many arcrc 
cut dow n, others escaping in the track of the elcphanJa 
The \ictor\ compku , and the rajah, nt the head 
of his horsemen, re-entered the citj in tnumph 

isr f.j 
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The Tajali’s power was speedily re-established, those 
wlio might have been inclined to side with the rebel 
JIukund Bhim at once returning to their allegiance, and 
being the loudest in proclaiming their satisfaction at 
the rajah’s success. His first proceeding was to insti- 
tute inquiiies for lus grand-daughter, the young Kanee 
Nuna, wlio had so mystorioiisJy disappeared ; but no 
one could give liim any mfoi-matioiL Emissaries were 
despatched in all directions to endeavour to discover 
where she had been concealed ; and the rajah proved the 
love ho bore her by the anxiety lie exhibited. Several 
of his chief ofTiccra and many other persons had dis- 
appcai-cd ; and a.s they did not make their appearance, 
it was naturally supposed that they had cither boon 
put to death by JIukund Bhitn, or, through having 
joined liim, were afraid of returning. Among the mi^?- 
ing ones was Khan Cochftt. A BcarcU was made for ‘ 
him high and low thronghout the palace, but his dead 
body was not to bo found, nor were there any traces 
of him to be discovered. The rooms ho usually occupied 
had boon stripped of ovcrylliiugof value, and Ilogiiiald, 
who had no great confidence in (he ox-barber, could 
not help susjKCting that lie had made his esca|Ki from 
the city with nil the weallli ho could collect, and would 
prol«bly next l>o henni of at Calcutta. 

The rajah had vowed to tnko vcnge.'mco on nil who 
luul sidtHi with the rclujls and his otlic«'rH wore n'iW 
viMting every part of the city in search of 
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persons. IKnj ImndretU were captured, and the 
streets of the city, according to Indian custom, i\ ould 
soon has o been running with blooil, had not Reginald 
and Burnett entreated tlio mjali to shou ckmcncj to- 
wards Ins foes. The^ pointed out to him that it was far 
inoro noble to s<a\c hfo than to take it , that tho people 
wero lus Euljccls, \i horn ho was bound to protect , and 
that tho laigci luiinbcr had joined Miikund Blmn under 
the idea that lie himstlf was dead As lio acXnou- 
lodgcd that Reginald had been tho means of saving his 
Ilk, and that Buniett had al^o lendcrcd him essential 
Bcr\icc, ho >'as niUmgto listen to their counsel,— 
though nothing ^lould induce him to span, the ItNcs of 
tho Ireachcious chiefs, ’'ocnl of whom were captured, 
and compelled to paj the penalty of their ciimes with 
their heads 

Trancpiillitj was now npparcnlly perfectly restored 
in the city, but it was reported that m the countrj 
large pal ties of the rebels were still m amis, wander- 
ing about in aanous directions and plundering tho 
defencclc'^ A near relative of ilukund Blum was 
said to bo at their Jiead, but his whereabouts could 
not bo discovered WTicther or not all the reports 
were true, they proved the disorganized state of tho 
countrj, and mado Reginald and Burnett wish heartily 
for tho arrival of the evjiccted resident and tho British 
troops. 

Still no information had been received regarding tho 
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Ranco Niiun, an<1 tJjft rajah conlhiuccl phmgcd in ibo 
gi-eatc^il grief and anxiotj* about her. Both Bonielt 
nml RcgitiaUl filmrwl Ina feelings, tint! oflered to set oih 
in search of her. Bumolt wils most anxioui. to gor’ 
He had been struck by her beauty ntid captivated hyf 
her manner, so unlike that of Oriental females, and nil 
the roinjyico of his anient imitirc had been nronsccl, 
though }»c might j'Mwsihly not have been ncfually in 
love with her. They at length ofiero<T to go in com- 
pany, .hut of this Iho rajah would not hear. "I mu«t 
have one of you remain with me, as I need your counsel 
and Msistance, seeing I ha\c no friend in whom I 
can trust,” ho answoml; “but if tidings do not aiTJVO 
to-morrow, T will give jicrmivsion to one or the other 
to sot ouL I am grateful to you both, but the one I 
appoint must abide by my decision.” 

*Iloginald and Burnett of course expressed themsohes 
ready to obey the rajali, and they were too firm friends 
to feel jealous of each other 

Reginald had not forgotten the wounded sepoy 
whose life he had hcen the means of saving, and {he 
first time he could leave tlie palace he mode his way 
to the house of Dhunna Singh, who had afforded him 
shelter He received a warm welcome from the good 
man ; and he was glad to find that Wuzecr Singh was 
already in a fair way of recovery from the wounds lie 
had received. The man was most grateful to him for 
saving his life 
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“Hay the God •we liotli avorslup preserve jou, 
he Mul, “anO tbanhful shall I be, if I can 
ever have the means of showing ray gratitude to 
’’ you ’ 

; Reginald had a good deal of conversation with him, 
'and learned that he had been con\ cited to Clm«tianit> 
b} Protestant missionaries at some place where Jio 
had been stationed. Re had, however, obtained his 
discharge, and had tahon ser\ ice with the rajah, for 
the sake of being near his Clmstian fiicnd Dhuiina 
Singli. Ho was evidcuU> a most mtelbgcnt man, 
and all lus spare moments were devoted to the study 
of the Scriptures and such other works ns be could 
obtain to enlarge his mind His great delight was to 
jom his fnends where, with dosed doors, they could 
worship God in freedom Thc^ none of them neglected 
the duty of endear onnng to spread the gospel among 
their countiyraen, though they did so with the ue- 
cessarj caution and had hitherto escaped tlie pcrsecu 
tion to which thej wonld have been subjected had 
their object been discovered by tlie pnests. 

Reginald promised to pay them another visit , and 
he conft&sed to Runictt that ho had Jeanied manj im 
portant trutlis from these men whom, had he met casu- 
ally, he sliould Iiavo looked upon as ignorant Iieathens. 
Ho was also much struck bj their firm confidence m 
the goodness and love of God to fallen wan, and the 
dcaire of that Great Iking to reconcile sinners to luui 
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Bolf by the ftll-Bufficiont and complete atonement -wrought 
out bj hi3 well bclo\cd Son on Cal\an ' 

“Ah, sahib," exclaimed Wuzecr Singh, “how merci- 
ful God 13 to demand fiom us a simple, loving faiOi 
alone as the condition on -which wo aie saved Were 
ho to insist on our good works and pure and hoi} 
lives, -who could ever hope to merit lieaven ? For 
Binnors wo weie, and sinners wc remain , but, praised 
be bis name, ' the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from 
all sm ' " 

Such was the faith of these men, and it supported 
them, isolated as the} were in the midst of a heithca 
population, -who would Iiavc tom thorn to pieces had 
they suspected the creed they held 

On Boginalds return to the palace, ho found the 
rajah alone. He liad anxiously wished for an oppor 
tunity of renewing the conversation so suddenly broken 
off, and of obtaimng mfo?ination regarding his father’s 
property, and the important documents which ho sup- 
posed the rajah had in his possession. Ho again tned 
to get him to lead to the subject, but finding this 
invam he remarked ** Your highness appeared ansious 
somo time ago to know what had become of the *=011 of 
the Englishman who was once in your service, and 
who had the happiness of saving your Iifo m battle.” 

" You speak of Kinoldo Khan ’* said the rajah, fix 
ing Ins eye on Reginald 

“ That was the name by which my father was 
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known," wss tlio answer, "for I am tlio boy wlioso 
fato you tlesiretl to leant. ' 

' You the son of ItinnMo Kiian ' ’ e\claimcd tlio 
rijnh "Conte nearer, my aon and let mo sco your 
features. Yes. yes I bekete you, theso are tlio 
bncamcnls of my beloawl daughter Did y our father 
ever tell y ou w ho was y otu mother ? 

“ I know only that she was a native hily of high 
rank, and that it cost nay father much pain to be com- 
pelled to leav 0 her 

"Did lie tcU you that you were his only child 1 
inquirwl the rajah still keeping his gaze fixed on 
Reginald s counteuanco ‘ But w hy do I ask T Your 
sister Kuna was bom after he, as you say was com 
polled to fly from the country in order to save his 
bfe The Dngljsli m those days had not the power 
they now possess or he would have quickly returned 
and taken vengeance on the tTailoia w ho depnv ed me 
of his services , for a truer and a better friend I have 
never possessed ’ 

‘ I feel almost overwhelmed at what your highness 
Las told me, exclaimed Reginald Am I then your 
daughter s «0Q and the I rothcr of the Ranee Kuna ? ’ 

" You are tiuly I belicv^ niy grandson Hy heirfc 
felt drawn towards you from tho first , and as I am 
now childless, I would desire to place j ou m the posi 
tion 5 our fatlier would have enjoyed had he remamed 
with me 
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Reginald could scarcely apeak for astonishment 
He liad expected to gain important information from 
the rajah, but what ho^ now* heard avas of a totally 
difieront character to that which he was seeking. 
Though his mother was an Oiicntal, liis heart was 
"English, and he had no wish to spend his days in 
India, however high tho rank lie might enjoy. 

The c.xti-aordinarj' infomintion he had received made 
him still moic anxious to recover Nunn, who, if she 
was really liis sister, had a right to claim all the 
assistance ho could aflhnl her ; and he at once, there- 
foio, bogged tho rajah to allow liim to set forth on 
his expedition without delay. Bcfoi'o going, however, 
it was of tho greatest importaoco to know what had 
become of tlie documents which tho mjah was supposed 
to possess - 

He had learned from his father that his mother was 
a Christian, hut he founS a difSculty in reconciling this 
with the communication the lajalt had just made him.. 
He was afraid,however, of putting the question abruptly. 

" Your highness tells roe that my mother was your 
daughter,” lie said at lengtli. " I liave long earnestly 
wished to know more about her than my father told 
me. I was young when he died, and though his 
words were fixed on my memoiy, I might not probably 
have comprehended the meaning of all he said.” 

"My daughter was ono of those beings who arc 
seldom loiinci on carfn," answered flio rojali ; "and so 
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was she who gave her birth Her motlier was fair 
as the homis m Parwhse , the daughter of an English 
othcer sent hcie on « mission tliat great man Lord 
Ciive Her parents died, and she ins left under the 
protection of mj fathei I saw and lo\ed her, and 
she consented to become my wife , Init notimig ould 
induce her to change the faith she held I respected 
her opinions tlio more so as thej made her that winch 
I esteem most cacenent , and she taught me to re 
gard women in a aery dilTeicnt light to that m which 
I had fownerlj held them Her only cliild she brought 
up m tho same faith, and when that cbild — jour 
mollier— grew to womanhood she was mamed to your 
father, according to the ntes of jour religion, hj an 
Imglish minister, who was traaeUmg thinugh the 
country ’ 

“ Tint fact nij fatlior imprcssctl on me , and, as fur 
as mj interests arc concerned* much depends on it ” 
paid Reginald who had been listening eagcrij to the 
account the njah had been gi\ lug him “ There w cre 
certain papers signed on the occasion winch, with 
other documents mj fallier left belntul in the country 
and which to me are of the greatest importance. 
Has jour highness possession of them or can jou in 
form me w hero Ihej are to be found ? 

“PapersJ Documents* Of what do jou speak^ 
I remember that some time Lack Khan Cochfit, in 
whom I then plaectl unlimited confidence at mj order 
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esammed into the stite of my trc'isurcs 'ind found 
‘'omo papers which I was unahle to decipher Ho 
informed me that they were of no \aluo, but I 
directed him to allow them to remain in the casket 
m which they were placed Some time aflcrwai'd** 
on visiting my treasury with the intention of placing 
the documents in the hands of some peison undci 
standing English to be ceitam that Khan Cochiit had 
not deceived me I found that the casket had dis 
appcaretl Cochht protested tliat he knew notinng 
about the casket and pretended to make diligent 
search after it 

‘ If thej were the papere which roj father directed 
mo to rccoscr thej are as I before told jourliiphnc'S 
of the aery greatest consequence and I entreat jou 
to assist me in recovering them. 

tVlule Reginald was engaged in this exciting con 
versation vith his supposed grandfather an attendant 
entered the room announcing that an oflicor who had 
}U3tam\etl bringing iinporlant information roque-'tfd 
an audience immcd»alcl\ and Itegiiial 1 was con pelled 
to wait till ho could again speak m private to the 
miak 
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unpcrtint mfonnation which hnd arrived 
was to tlio cflcct that the expected English 
resident ^^llh two regiments of scpojs and 
a company of English troops, was on Ins 
ttay to AUaliapoor, and nould id the course of a few 
da) 8 reach the cit) 

Tho prcparatiyiM lot their reception now gave ample 
occujnlion lo the mjah and his uohlcs 

As soon ns llcginald hul an opportuniU , he told 
Burnett of the unexpected information the rajah had 
commumcated regarding his birtli. 

"I ha>o no reason to doubt jet it seems so 
Btmngc, that I can scared) believe the fact tliat I am 
the grandson of the old man and that the beautiful 
girl of ■whom wc caught a glimiee is mj sister ’ 

"I canbclic\o it >cr) reidilj answcied Burnett. 

' Jo ttll )cij the truth I fincicd that I saw a hkenc^a 
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and it stiuckino tliat shcwia fai moic like aEuiopean 
tlian an Oiieutal, besides Tvbich, no Indian Moman of 
high rank -w^ould have been allowed to be prfcscnt at tbe 
introduction of strangers It was vci'j evident th&t 
the rajah had broken through the usual customs of the 
country when ho permitted us to sec his gland daughter 
The more I think of it, Uie more anxious I cm to trj 
and recovci her, aa it Bceins strange that she should 
have been spirited away without an) clue to the 
place in winch she is concealed You must get the 
rajah’s leave to sot off at once , and beg him to allow 
us to go together My plan vill be to scoui tlic 
country with two or three linudccd liorscmeu , and if 
shf' 18 concealed, as I suspect is the case, bj some 
fugitive rebels, we aro ccitain to como upon them and 
shall bo able to compel them to sunender her 

‘ You may command the horsemen if the laj ih '' dl 
gi\o them, and I will tiy a plan I base tlionght of 
M> idea IS to set out with DitkTJiuddiclimn and Faith 
ful and one nati\o as a guide I have fixed upon 
one of the ‘sorts of Dhunna Singh — a fine, jntclhgrnt 
young fellow wlio wilh os we travel through the 
country, pick up infinmation from the natives, and 
thus wo shall ho more Iikclj to find out wlici-o Num 
iH concealed than w ill bo aji> numlicr of armed men 
Burnett confessed that Ileginalds plan raigtit l>o 
more successful than his , but llie^ had to wait till the 
next morning /or t/re njtfc to deerde 
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The inoinm^ came at length and as soon as tl o 
injah was on foot they hnmed into his presence Ho 
received Reginald snth marked afllction and was 
most gracious to Barnett Reginald having described 
his plan pointed out the advantages of having two 
expeditions and although the rajah continued \crj 
unwilling to let both of them go together he at length 
consented to Burnetts proposal and issued an order 
for two hundred hoi'semcn to accotnpanj him — a 
sufficient number to overawe anj rebels who might 
stdl ho m arms. 

Having paid their farewells to the rajah the friends 
hastened away to make prcpantions Reginald at 
once repairing to the house of Bhunna Smgh to ex 
plain his intended plan Ho did not hesitate to tell 
bun also of the discoaery which he had made that ho 
avas the rajah s grandson. 

Praise he to Him who governs tlio world that you 
are so for we may then hope to have a Chnstiaii 
pnnee to reign over us who will help the oppressed 
and suffermg and anil see justice done to all men 
uas the answer I do not so much congratulate you 
khan as I do myself and all tho^e beneath you for 
your post wdl be one of difficulty and danger \ou 
httlo think of the dark deeds often done m the palaces 
of our nobles and rulers. I would not throw a shade 
over jour path yet I warn you to beware of secret as 
well as of open foes for manj of the former will sur 
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round jour tln*one and amilo roost blandly 'U'lien tlioj 
aro most n(.ti\clj plotting to dcstioj jou ” 

"I \rin remember jour warning, should I cici 
become Rajah of Allahapoor, but I hope the daj may 
bo far distant Mben my grandfather shall cease to rule 
the countrj But of the matter on wJiich I came to see 
JOU I have to ash that one of jour sons will accom 
pany me, for I know that I can trust them all Hid 
AVuzecr Singh been sufbciciitly rcco\ercd, I siould havo 
engaged Ins services, but as ho is not jet able 
lra\ cl, I must depend on Ibo assistance of one of them ’ 

**Thcj aro all at your service eahib, but I would 
recommend Biix^oo my second son, as ho has travelled 
much about the country, and has intelligence and 
ready wit ’ 

The old man forthwith summoned the son ho mmed 
and lie, without hesitation, agreed to accompany Regi 
uald He begged however, that he might take a 
faithful servant — Sambro, a black slave, who was 
I>owcrful and brave, and tlioroogbly to be depended on 
Reginald accepted Ins ofTcr, and in a few minutes 
both were ready to accompany liim to the palace, 
where Dick Tbuddichum and Faithful weie waiting 
for them Buxsoo and Sambio were there introduced 
to Faithful v\ho showed at once that she understood 
she was to treat them as fiiends 

They waited till the shades of evening settled down 
ov er the city, that they might take their departure with 
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out e^citi »5 ob'senation ^vhco they quicUj traversed 
the numeious Uos«.rtwl streets till thej rcachetl the 
northern gate It ivaa insluntly opened on Eegmald s 
shoiring an onlci from llie ryalt Ko one rccognizetl 
them or inquired where the} were going j indcctl the 
inhabitants of Allahapoor were not addicted to troubling 
Ihcm^i-hcs about affairs that did not concern them 
The lm\ oilers had got a mile or two from the cit\ 

<1 hen the moon arose and enabled them to continue their 
jounicj during the greater part of the night. There 
was no lack of rums of mo^ipios and pagoilas of forts 
ami onco gojgtous toml» in whicli Ihe^ could Cud 
lodging when thej necdwl rest so at length Buxsoo 
projoeed tiiat tlicj sliould stop at a pagoda winch 
though deserted 1) the priests was almost entire, lo 
this Keginald at once agreed for unnccustonied to 
walhmg such Jong distances he ftU lerj timl A 
quantity of dned wood hasing hc-eii found, Samhro 
assistcil b^ Dick soon had a fire li^^hted in the court- 
aanl on winch thc^ cooked their provisions — Dii’^soo, 

1 avuig liocomc a Clmstion had thrown aside all preju 
dice of caste, and Rcgin-aJI alwa^-s made a practice 
when on cspotluions on alion of messing w ith Jus mi n. * 
riiiv thcrtfjrc seated thcmschca togtlhcr around their 
frugal fii\ unlcr the shilter of an nmle with a 
fire biinnng 1 rightly m front of them laitlful had 
lid I r usual «uppir before starling but her Ion" 
irarrh 1 al jyirluiiw her in ajjHtitc and seeing 
13 



194 


AN EAYJSDEOPrcn. 


her master thus employed, she stole auay, forgetful of 
her duty, to foiagc for herself 

A curious spectacle the scene would have presented 
to tlie eye of a native : Reginald, though in his nauti- 
cal costume, looking, as he was, a high-born gentleman ; 
Dick had the cut of a thorough British tar; Buxsoo 
could not be distinguished from an oidinaiy Iiigh-castc 
Hindoo ; while Sambro’s black skin and scanty gar- 
ments clearly showed the to which ho belonged. 

Tlio repast wa.s nearly over, when Dick looking up, 
lu3 keen eyes discovered a figure stealing along under 
the shadow of the arcade on tho opposite side of the 
court. 

"IlnUoI there’s an eavesdropper of some sort Wo 
must capture him, and ask liim what ho wants," ho 
exclaimed, starting up. 

Reginald and tho rest of tho paity followed; but 
when they reached the spot where the figure had been 
seen no one was visible Tiiey hunted about in every 
direction, aided by sncJi light os the moon, nfrordt'd, 
but without 80000*45; and at length returned to tho 
spot where they had left tlicir supper. Buxsoo was 
Lnclined to behove that Dick hmi been deccivc<l by tho 
shadow of a coliiinii fiilling against tho wall. 

“ No, no, I tell you My right never plays ino , 
false,” answered Dick- " I *501 C} c-s on a follow in tho 
long petticoat sort of robes the uatnoK ucnr, ns sure a« 

I have M.‘cn salt « ator , and how he got away fwm me, 
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unless, he darted throii^h the tt-iII, is more than I can 
tclL” 

" I don't think j ou are likely to have been de- 
ceived,” said Rc^nnld * But what can hav e become 
of raithfnl ? Had «;hc not gone off her post, she would 
ha\e caught tho fcllon ” 

Ko one had rcnmrktd when tho tigress stole away, 
and licr disappearance was another mj story to bo 
soU cd 

Fatigned mill tlion Jon" unich, jest was alsolutcl^ 
necessary, they thcicforc determined to sleep whci-c 
they nero, one at a time keepm" natch 

)oi)r Jjonour I n>JJ keip the tlrst iiateh,” 
said Dick, "and if jou wd! lend mo one of jour 
pistols, I V lU eend ft bullet through tho 1 )CkI) of tho first 
pelljcoated gentleman who Jjeiies in siglit, nliethcr ho 
is a ghost or not If so Iks I starts ofi, just bo gocnl 
enough to follow mo ulicn I make chase, and wo Mill 
Jiasc him in lirolx) lieforc manj miimtcs are o\cr'‘ 

Ilegiiwld now lay down ftthng jK-rfectly confident 
that Dick Mould keep wide anakc , ftnd recommcndiug 
his coinitanions to follow liis example, thej were all 
m ft fiw M*conds fast ftslcejv 

\Vc must noM follosv Faithful, n ho maj Ix} was in 
search of a lamb or goat from fomc flocki rce«hn" at no 
gn at djstanei' from the temple Sim kail not left the 
pncincCs of the place when n pcpion m tho roles of n 
Ilrahmm finrWlj approachetl h»r and paltm" her 
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head, offered her somctlung which ho held in his Iiand. 
She took it, and fawning on him, followed as he led 
the way to a distant pait of the ruin. Here was a 
high tower with some winding steps leading to the 
summit TIio Brahmin, for such ho was, began to 
ascend, the tigress still following. When on the sum- 
tnifc, the stranger opened a door and proceeded along a 
narrow gallery, scarcely affording room for the shoul- 
ders of the animal to pass Suddenly ho slipped tlirough 
another small door. The poor tigres-s, missing him or 
the tempting bait he held, advanced stealthily, wlicn 
there came a crash, and down she fell head-foremost; 
her betrayer looking over the parapet, exulting in the 
success of his tj-cacUeiy. 

"Aha! I have often tried to poison you, hut you 
were too sagacious to bo taken In," ho said. "Nov’ 

I have succeeded in finishing you, your master 
young lajah will easily become my prey. Ho expects 
to rule this country', docs he, and reform abuses and 
destroy onr ancient religion J Clever ns lie tliinks 
himself, ho will find that he is mistaken, and that there 
are those who can outwit him. It has been piophcsicd 
that when the rciingheea rule the land the ancient 
institutions of the country svill bo des5tro3’cd and caste 
abolished. What will then become of us Brahmins! 
We must put off that evil day, if it is ever to arriw, 
as long as possible.” > 

Tnus x'^ie Brnbimn con'tinucil muttenug 
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He was an allj of Khan Cochiif and had been a chief 
agent an the late rebellion as, tlirough having been 
the rajahs pnncipal secretarj, he was fully informed 
of all that took place at the palace But though an 
ally of tho es barber, he hated him cordially, both on 
account of his religion — or rather his utter want of it 
— and the familiar and somewhat coarse ivay in ■uJuch 
Khan Cochut treated him. He had also assisted in 
canning off Nuna and was afraid that Reginald, through 
the instrumentality of Bussoo and Sirabro would dis 
coier her place of concealment 

Hotwithstacdiog hjs boasted cnlightenmcal> he had 
a superstitious dread of the tigress nhom he fully bo- 
hfived to bo a famdiar of the j oung EnglishtnaQ 
and that while she was lus protectress it would bo 
useless to make any Attempt against Ins life He had 
often ttiod to ingratiate himself with Faithful for the 
pur]>osc of deslriMDg her but being unable to succeed, 
be bethought him of luaking use of a secret he pos- 
sessed b\ means of winch he belicacd that e\cn the 
most sa\age wild Ua.'-t could be tamed. He liad 
ordered one of his slaves — whom he had left in the 
citj — to keep a watcli on the Englishmen to follow 
them wherever they went and to bniig him informa 
ti m of their mov craente. Fortune as he thought had 
fav cured him more than he could ha\ e expected, and 
(hej^iad actually tnkin shelter in the very temple in 
w Inch he was h ing concealed. 
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Having disposed of Faithful, as he lioped, lie must 
next attempt to get hold of the sturdy sailor — a more 
difficult task, as ho rightly judged. He was afiaid to 
proceed by force, and 'he trusted that stratagem would 
prove more successful He felt an eager desire to 
carry his plan into execution at once, hut the watchful 
vigilanco of Dick Thu'ddlchum foiled him. He had, 
indeed, been nearly captured by the sailor, and saw 
that he must be more pnident in future Little did- 
honest Dick suppose that a pair of keen eyes were 
fixed on him as ho paced up and down on his watch, 
and that had he gone a few yards fuithcr he might 
have found a rope thrown lound his neck, which would 
have prevented him fi*om crying out, and rendered his 
strength of no avail. 

Sambro succeeded Dick, and was crjuolly vigilant; 
Buxsoo kept the morning watch ; while Eoginald, who 
wa’i the most fatigued of the party, slept till daylight 

Faithful’s disappearance caused considerable anxiety 
lu vain they eeardied about in all directions — notraco 
oMho tigress could bo found; and at length, os it was 
important to take advantage of the cool morning air, 
they started, hoping that her sagacity would enable 
her quickly to follow them. Often and often Rc^nahi 
looked back, hoping to see his pet They o\eriook 
numerous country-pcojde, — sorao on foot, otlicra on a^scs 
or on horseback,— nearly all tho men Iteing armed 
They regarded the two Englishmen with suspicious 
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cjos, liut Bunsoo mmgleil among them mqinung ^%liat 
nc^\<? vas Stirling jUI hntl something to tell and he 
thus picked tip a good deal of infonnation People 
trore generally full of the expected arrival of the Enghsli 
troops tvondenng irhat Ihej ncre comuig for Tlieir 
•uispicions irere gonerallj aroused and some ct en de- 
clared that the rajah 1 ad sold hiscouiitrj to the Enghsli 
Buxsoo did not think it woith splulc to contradict 
tins fts it Tvould ha've excited their enmitj" against him 
and they might bclicvo that he was m favour of the 
tranNaction. This however sias not the information 
he as anxious to obtain. 

Ti\o more days pas. cd by Reginald began to des 
pair of recovering Faithful and be had as 3 ct ro- 
ceised no tidings from Burnett Thej were resting 
during the heat of the day m the shade of a banj an 
tree at a little distance from which was a well They 
had not been seated long when scNeral natives with 
a couple of laden camels drew near to the well to 
quench their thirst. Buxsoo begging his companions 
to remain quiet went forward to meet the stnngers 
After the usual salutations ho inquired the pnee of 
ghee corn and lentils and they behenng him to be 
a trader hke themselves willingly imparted the in 
formation he requested. His first questions led to 
others and they soon got into famihar conversation 
He asked if they had heard anything of the late 
rebellion or of the audacious waj in which the ranee 
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Imd Ijccn carried ofK TJiey know very little about 
the matter ; but rumours bad reacbctl them tliat there 
had been disturbances in the countrj'. At lengtli one 
of the paity informed him that, on the previous clay, 
ho liad gone to a village at some distance fiom the 
high road to sell Ins goods, and that on his return ho 
passed near a deserted temple on the summit of a 
hill, the doom of wliich were all closed ; but that on 
looking up ho was greatly surprised to sec a female at 
tlio top of one of tlio towers, waving to liiin, appar- 
ently to attract his attention. Wondering what was 
wanted, ho was approaching, when two armed men 
nished out of the building with tlivcatening gestures. 
To escapo them, ho ran off at full S2>eed ; but after 
pursuing him for some distance the armed men turned 
back, and he reached his friends in safety. Buxsoo 
also inquired whether the roercliants had heaid an)'- 
thing of the movements of a body of the rajah’s 
cavahy ; but they could give him no infonnation on - 
the subject. 

He waited till tliey and their camels, liaving 
quenched their thirst, Imd moved forward on their 
journey, and then he hurried back to his friends witli 
the important information ho had obtained 

Reginald was, of com-se, eager to move on at once 
to the 2>lace where the female had been seen, feeling 
almost sure that it could bo no other than Nuna. 

“That may be the ease," observed Buxsoo; "hut, 
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supposing that the temple is guarded by a strong 
gamsoD, how are we to get m and rescue her ? Would 
it not be wiser to try and fall in with the ca\ iliy, 
who ma} take the place by storm should the rebels 
refuse to deU\cr up Iheir prisoner^' 

"The ca>alry would ime less chance than we 
should haiG, my fnend, answered Reginald "If 
the place is fortified we must trust to stratagem rather 
than to an open attack. A handful of men, well pro- 
vided with ammunition may keep at bay the whole 
of Captain Burnetts caxnlrj I would rather attempt 
to scale the walls, and I feel sure that Dick and 1 
iiiiglit accomplish the feat Wo sailors are ns active 
as goats , and os uo <me withm would suspect our m 
Itntions, we might get to the top of the toner and 
pcrha|)s libcnito tlic ranee before any of the garrison 
could discoaer what «e are about It is aerj oaidcnt 
that she must be confined lu the tower where her guards 
tliiuk that slic 13 |>crfi.ctlj safe , while they probaUj 
betp in the laipj hall in the lower |>art of Uio building 
lloiscvcr, »c must get thcic first and survej the place 
licfore we con decide what is to be done ‘ 

Reginald then cvphinid liis plan to Dick Thuddi 
cliiiin, who replied — Ofcours,e of course. It would 
bo arum sort of a lower that we couldnt get to the 
top of proN id<d there arc but n few holes and crannies 
into which wo can stick our tees and fingers. But to 
i))> mind jt will Iw as srell to secure a few cods of 
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rope, os it may be an easier task to get up than to 
come down again — espedally if we have got a young 
lady with us ” 

“ But if we were to be seen carrying the rope, 
suspicion of our intention would be excited, and the 
rebels would take measures to counteract it,” observed 
Reginald. 

^‘Tlien wo must not let them sec it,” answered Dick. 
"I would not mind can^’ing a coil covered up in a 
piece of muslin, to look like a turban, on the top of 
my head j and I dare say Mister Buxsoo and the nigger 
here would do the same. And though I am pretty 
stout already, I would coil a few more lengths round 
my waist 5 and if the natives were to find out hy 
chance what I had got about my body, they would 
only fancy that I was doing a bit of pcnanco like 
themselves. Keep up your heart, sir ; and if the 
young lady is shut up in the old tower, os you supiKise, 
we’ll manage, by hook or bj* crook, to get her oiiL" ’ 

We must now return to Uio temple in uliich 
Reginald and his party liad taken slieltcr a few night'* 
before. The Brahmin Balkishcn and Ins slave '\rero 
not the only occupants ; and as soon ns the travellers 
had gone, another personage crept out of n small 
chamber in which he had been hidden during the 
time of llieir stay, an int4.rc3ted Bpectntor of their pn>- 
ccodings lie was no other than Kli.m Cochftt JTear- 
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mg of tbo rftjali’s rc*iloration to power, he was on lus 
wsiy back, to Allahnpoor ^ilh a cunningly -dc^j^cd talc, 
bj means of which he hoped to be restored to power 
Tlie nstomuling infonoation howe\cr, that he recci\ed 
from Balkishcn made Imn cliangc Ins plans and he 
rcsoUed, at all c^ent^ to defer Ins \isit till a more 
con\cnient opjKtrtunitj The two worthies were 
flctiiall^ Jjohlmi' a discussion together s^hen thc^ 
were mtemipted b> the arrival of llegmahls part^ 
Khan Coch&t, though not veij scrupulous hesitnltd 
about firjn„* nlthoiigh ho iniglil base done so frrun 
}»s place of concealment and liavo killi'd Heginali] and 
But-soo whom ho himself A-ai«l, but, on the otlar 
liand lie nnglit haso miss<d, and })a>o been avightnnd 
killed himself Altogether he came to the concli/siim 
that it would ho more pnident to try and ingratisto 
himsilf suth the jonng mjah till ho could safely re* 
tin? With the wealth ho h'ul acciiuiiilateil 

lli9 plan ha<l l»ecn to go to the court, to 

asssert tlist ho had l>cen calm'd oJT hj the ord rs of 
the rclel Mukiind llhim and (retcnding to l« grtsU) 
*ciqirib<vl on hconng of the oWuction of the ram< 
to otftr to go in search of Iwr It xias a hirsnlmis 
Rchemo, lilt Khsn f’-ochut waa a <lanng ni-vn anl 
ha 1 com ince<l himself that timid lotasuiXM rarrlj me<.l 
with nucw-ss 

As soon as he lad neen Iteginal 1 s part\ to a wife 
d(«tancc Ic rat down to a In-akfast which Bikw 
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Balkislien’s slave, prepared for liim; rv'hilo the 
Brahmin, ^vlm would liave considered himself defiled 
by eating in companj’ with Ills friend, sat down to a 
more frugal meal by liimsclf After having washed 
his hands and said his prayers, the Brahmin rejoined 
the klian, — who considered neither of such ceiotnonics 
ncccssai^’, — and the two then discussed their plans for 
the future. Balkishen tindertook to follow Itcgiiiald’s 
party, accompanied by Bikoo, and to prevent them by 
every means in liLs power from reaebing the place of 
Ifuna’s concealment, should they by any . onderful 
chance discover it; while Khan Cochfit came to tlic 
final resolution of returning to Allahapoor, and cairy- 
ing out his original plan 

They were about to part, when they were startled 
bj’ a loud roar, such as bad never before eclioed amid 
the walls of the temple. The Brahmin trcmhled^aod 
looked very yellow, for he could not be said to turn pale. 

“ It must be that abominable tigress which I thought 
had been killed,*' he exclaimed. “ Ko mortal beast 
could have escaped being dashed to pieces from the 
height she fell. I always said she was a jin ; and' 
this convinces me of the fact.” 

" She must have a hard head and strong bones, at 
all events,” observed Khan Cochht “ For my iwi-t, I 
don’t believe either m good or evil spirits ; anti the 
simplest way of stopping her roaring will be to put a 
bullet through her beati.” 
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" Not unlc^is j ou wish to hnng curses on 3 our own 
head and on mine,' csdaimcd the Bralimm becoming 
still more yellow 

ileonwlale the roars continued. 

The brute will attract the attention of the whole 
uoi hltourhood, exclaimed Khan CochfiL ‘ As for 
bringing a cur^e on m3 head I am very ready to 
run that nsk OUI3 let me get a fur shot and I will 
q^iiickly Bilcnco her 

' There roust bo some opening at tlie foot of the 
tou cr, or we sliould not hear the sounds so plaml} , 
observed the Brahmin I will send Bikoo to trv 
and find out. It would bo more satisfactor3 to have 
him tom to pieces than ourscKca 

* There is wistloiu in that rclnark C00II3 observed 
Khan Cochftt, and Bikoo was forthwith despatched 
I3 his master to os|loro tho place into which the 
tigress hnd tumbled 

He went — though with no great ahcrit} — to obc3 
the order ho had recciv cd taking w ith lam a long stick , 
not that It would hare gened him much against the 
enraged tigress but it was Ibo onl} weapon ho pos 
sessid Tho roars grow louder ami louder as ho ad 
viTiced, till after mounting a tlight of steps he started 

Kick on linding hmisLlf face to face with the tigress 

soitto iron bars, however intervening Faithful was 
cv idLntl3 m a furious ragi As she law him she eeized 
one of the bars in her nmuth whde she grasjxxl the two 
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next to it •with her powerful claws, •working away to 
wench them asunder. Bikoo attempted to drive her 
hack •with his stick, hot she uttcily disregarded the 
blows aimed at her, only stopping a moment to roar and 
snarl, her loud cries drowning his voico as he shouted 
to Khan Gochut to come and shoot her — which he 
might veiy easily have done Already the bars ^cre 
seen to bend, the upper ends coming out of their 
sockets Biboo, saw that in another instant the 
tigicss would bo at liberty; so springing down the 
steps with a very natural rapidity, fully expecting to 
be torn to pieces should he not make haste, and 
shouting, "The tigiessi tho tigress is at my. heels 
ho rushed into tho presence of his master and Khan 
Cochufr. They, hearing his cries, judged that their 
safest comso would Ije to betake themselves to the 
upper chamber in which they had before been con- 
cealed, — Bikoo following thorn wthout asking leave, 
and only wishing that they would move somewhat 
faster They Iiad just climbc<l up by means of some 
■^vi^diog stops in the wnH, when the tigress, with her 
mouth and paws bloody from tho exertions she haji 
made, sprang into tho courtyanl and looked around, 
with the apparent intention of taking vengeance on 
tho person -^rho h.ail so treacljerously endear oured to 
destroy her As she was gazuig nlxiut, her eye fi^li 
on tho long noso and sallow visago of Khan Cocliul. 
•who wa"} peering from liis hiding place .through a 
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m tlie Sho spring tip it lum with a suddcnncyi 

tthich made him draw back with cousidcnblc npidit} , 
knocking over the gnvc Bmhnim as ho did so, and 
' sending him sprawling prostrate on the ground Poor 
laitbful howeter missed her aim and fell hack winls 
in a manner winch did not at all improtc her already 
nutated temper Up and down the coiirtjanl sho 
nislicd looking out foi an opening and had not an 
iron-clampcd door stopped her she would probably 
hate tom the tthole partj to pieces unless Klian 
Cochftt had contnted to shoot her So\eial times !io 
poked one of hi3 pistols through tho slit but tho 
Bmlimin ontixatcdhim not to Gro IVhethcr or not 
Faithful 6u«»pectcd what he intendeil sho kept at such 
a distance tint ho would m all prol»abihti, base 
mi'-scd her Ind ho fired At length weaned with her 
exertions she retired to the end of the court m here s!io 
lav doMii m tho shade keeping her tje fixed alter 
mtely on the sht lu the wall and the door through 
ttliich Jierencmj ha<l (««3ocL 

Sho liod now coinpleteh turned tho tables on them 
for, as thoj had no pro^ isions they must either die of 
starvation or sum.ndcr at discretion At length tho 
Ifi-alimm proi>os.td sending Bikoodonn tint while the 
ligrees was teanng him (o pieces they might make 
their escape To thus mhiiman proposal tho slave veij 
naturally objicti.d oleerving that the ligrcs.s nmit 
Uforc long fall asleep when they might slip out 
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fa\omcd by tbe darlvnes"?, ind so inali.e their escape, — 
he as being the most ncti> c hoping, should the tigress 
nirahe, to get ahead of them, and leave them to the 
fate las master so gencronsl} proposed for him Had 
Faithful suspected their intention^ she would piobabi} 
have tUov ed her captives to have made the attempt 
to carry them out, and would have caught them all m 
succession 

As she lay in the shade, she began to meditate after 
her own fashion on what had occurred , and suddenl) 
rccoUectmg her beloved master, she got up and 
bounded towards the spot where she had last seen 
him As she did so she passed within range of 
Cochftl’s pistol Notwithstanding the Brahmins pro- 
hibition, he fired Though the ball missed her, she 
wa? somewhat fitghtened by the report, and her 
mind being set on discovenng Reginald, slie sprang 
Ihrojgh the gatewn)^, and trotted off in the tlii*«:tiou 
her inrtinct told her he had taken, os she certainl' 
did not follow him either by sight or scent. 
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& XINALD and Lia party contimicd tliCir jour- 
ney, liut Uicj Imd consnlcrablo diHiciill) m 
X&V/ discovering <1)0 temple of wbicb tbc trader 
had told Uuxvoo At length, as evening vvns 
draw mg on, thej canght Fight of n tali toner nsmg 
above the trees on the top of tho bill It being of 
the greatest iinportanco not to be di'^covered by anj 
of the rebel garrison the} waited till dark to approach 
tlio I adding as thej could not lake that careful surrey 
of it at n distance which was so ncccssarv before 
eoinmenctng oi>eniliona. Ihev had provided them- 


Fclvi*s vrith a Fuppl} of ropo at a distant village where 
thiir oljeet was not hkcl} to le susjKctcd, and had 
camcsl it as Dick had suggiated Kcgmald and Dick 
wtrv. Will aniwal and ftU thcmschcs alL to engage a 



nuka’s rnisoN discovehed 


2U 

dozen natives ; ljut Bnxsoo and Sanjbro canicd no 
weapons, — for the former professed not to be a fighter, 
tliough the slave was active and powerful, and would 
not have feared a combat on equal terms with two or 
even three brown-skinned natives 

Concealed among the lices. they got close enough 
to tljo temple to asccilain whettier any i>crson entered 
or left it, na also to see the lop of the tower. ^Vith 
^anxious eyas Itogtnald looked out for the npixjarance 
of Kuna, convinced as he was that she must have 
been tlio female seen by U»o tradet. He watclietl, 
however, in \ain, and darkness came on wilbont any 
Jjuman being liavmg been seen,- or any sign bt'ing 
discemible that the building was inhabited. 
in liU cAgcrnc^s, would at once have apjuoachcd the 
walls; but Busi>oo nd\iscd him to wait, i« the hop* 
that those within might have a lamp burning. tl'“ 
light from which, streaming tluough any window or 
crevice, might betray Ujo iwirt of the building tlK'> 
were occupying • 

“Depend upon It, also, Uiat some cunning oflwir 
commands the party, and he will on the watch 
the npproacli of cncinicV' olworveil Jlux'joo. 
advice IS that we wait till later in the night, when 
the a''Utn<'a nrti Jikch to lx* drowsy, and we may tlv** 
make ovr ey with less nsk of I.* j«g <)>wei> mat 
Ih*gina!d n.,'Te< ing to this proj>o--\!. the party 1\’' 
down to rest. — he and I> ck with lUriranns ready J r 
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instant ase — -vrlnlc thcj kept tlieii;ej es turned towards 
the building Before long n my of light shone forth 
from the dark TralJs. It proceeded, judging fiom its 
height from a small window in an upper stoi^, and 
in a part of the edifice at a cotkiidemblc distance fjom 
tho tower Tliough they imtched carefully no light 
appeared from the lower itself but that might Inic 
been accounted for by the «5upposition that thciv were 
no windows in the <ides touards them nnJ did not 
proae tliat the touii woa umuliM ited The appearance* 
of the hg,ht moreover made it probable that tbo per 
sons «ccn by the traler were *tiU llicre 

An hoar or more passvl when Dick Buggcslod that 
n» it was imiiortant to make ihcu survey bcfoio the 
moon ro«e it was time to get to the foot of tbo 
lower, and there jitl^e what was to In. dona &o 
still keeping uiulc" the shelter of the trees they crept 
round to the fuither side of the bml ling on whidi 
the tower was situated in ordtr tliat they might get 
up to it without beipg seen by any one on the vratch 
m tbo tempio itself A sentry posted on the top of 
tho tower might have discovered them if he was 
awake and on the lookout, but they must of ncccs 
Rily run tho nsk of that — hoping should one be 
there, to take him by «urpn>e and gag him before he 
could give tbo alanzt In the manner de^cnbcHl thev 
reacbcl tho foot of tlie tower — as they hojiod with 
out Uiiig ob tired bv any ona They examined it 
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as far as tlio darlcness \roul(l allow ; but neither a 
door nor a window was to bo discovered Tho stucco, 
however, with which it had formerly been coveied, 
had in many places fallen out Accustomed to climb- 
ing as Dick wag, he confessed that even a cat would 
have a difficulty in reaching the top without others 
means than her cla^ws However, of this they felt sure 
— that 110 sentry was posted on tho top of the tower; 
and that the chambers inside must eitlicr bo lighted 
from the top or by very narrow loopholes. 

" I have it, though,” whispered Dick. ” J ust let mo 
get a score or two of pegs : I will fix them one above 
another in those holes in the wall without malcing any^ 
noise ; and then, by giving a turn with a ropo round 
each of them, they will be kept all togotlier— so 
we may got to tho top without tho risk of breaking 
our nccka” 

Reginald at once agreed to Dick’s proposal. It was 
the only way, indeed, by which tlioy could hope to 
succeed Nest they all crept silently round Uic 
building, examining cvei^’ jioxtion in tbo hope ot 
finding some loophole or operturo into which on© of 
them might clirab if such a place existed, and, if pos- 
sible, to draw ofT tho attention of the ^rrison while 
Reginald and. Dick were lowering tho raneo from the 
tower. There were apparently doors, but they were 
firmly closed , and the windows, and tho otlier aper- 
tures which time had made in the walls were too 
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high up to be reached. It was evident tint the 
building had lately been put into a <«tato of defence 
and that all openings bj which an enemy could enter 
had been barricaded. Tins confirmed them in the 
behef that the ranee was impnsoned within and that 
onlj by the plan thej proposed could her liberation he 
effected. 

As some time would be occupied in loahing the 
pegs as proposed by Dick cousidciing they had only 
their knn es for cutting them they had to dtfer the 
esecution of their pKn till the nest night. They 
therefore stole bad into the forest in the far recesses 
of which thej formed their camp As however it 
was possible that the gamson might leave their fort 
rcss and cairj tlie ranee with them just before day 
light, Sambro who undertook to keep watch stole 
back to the border of the wood — where concealed 
among the thick trees he had a perfect view of the 
building, and could see if anjbody went m or came 
out of it 

As they calculated that the lower was sistj feet in 
height it was considered that thirtj pegs at least 
would bo required to reach the top As soon as it 
v\as daj light they searehed about for some bard wood 
which on being found they set to work diligently to 
form into pegs. Its hardness made the operation a 
slow one and they had to use great care for fear of 
turning the edges of their tools. Bucsoo was totalJv 
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unaccustomed to the sort of work, Dick^ indeed, had 
cut three pegs before either* of tho rest of the party- 
had completed one. Keginald constantly looked out 
in the direction Sambro had taken, in the expectation 
of seeing him retuni with some tidings or other fiom 
the fort. But the day wore on and he did not njjpear. 
As he had taken provisions with him, they Icnew that 
lie could remain at his post irithout any necessity for 
coming back for food, and tliey concluded, therefom, 
that nothiug had occurretl worth communicating. 

Eager to carry their plan into execution, Reginald 
proposed returning to tho tower without finther delay, 
when a rustle was heard in the bushes, and Soinbro 
ciept tip to the camp, llo had seen, he said.'Bovcial 
lights streaming from the upper jvirt of the building, 
which made him suppose that Ihero must bo a good 
many peoplo within. Still, as they could havo no 
suspicion of the attempt about to bo made, they would 
probably not interfere with their proceedings, and ho 
thought that they might at all events commence opera- 
tions without delay. Each of them, therefore, carr}'- 
ing a bundle of pegs, they crept back to th^ foot of 
tho tower. Dick wisely seloctcd tho dark side, look- 
ing the same way as the back of tho 'temple, on which 
the moon, when she got up, would not shino, ami at' 
once began fixing in the iwgs. lie ?oon found li^at 
he could not place them one above nnother, but had to 
choose tho spots from which the plaster had fallen out ; 
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«o tliat the pegs w ere sometimes on one side and some- 
times on anotlier He could lia\o proceeded much 
fa ter had he been nUo to u*!© a stone for dm mg 
them ill, hut of course the noise that Trould ha^o 
inndi, would have led to thod»sco\erj' of their proceed 
mgs. Up am! up Dick climbcil fastening the rope 
sicurtJv to Die peg^ so that did one come out lie might 
saae himself!} llic rojw fited to the others. PerbO- 
A.ei'anco o\ci'conics all diflicuUicsk The end of tlicropo 
\\lucli hung doMU enabled him to haul up tlio otlier 
j <.g> as thc} \\ on, i\<juuv 1 

At Unglh he n. ichcd tht parapet, and, clmibmg 
oMr, found hiui'clf standing on a Iht roof Rcgmall 
clmibcd up next earning the rope l>} uhich it was 
pr n>Obed to lower Ivuna <lown Sambro followed them 
UiyUg,h 10^4 accustomed to climbing than Reginald and 
Dich Ik had much mono dilhcuUv than tho\ had in 
getting ujK Buxsoo n-mamed below to keep watch, 
ami to rccciac Nuiia on her amval at the bottom 
On searching about a trajinloor was found in the roof 
It was ca«ih liflcil Rrgiinld stationed Sarabro at 
the top whibt he n,\ohcr in hand and followed b} 
Dick, dc cvndotl a flight of stone stejw. carefullv fttling 
his waa. Olid not knowing what was at the bottom. 
R\ this time thc moin was up and her light stream- 
ing Uirmi'-h the open trap cnabU 1 him to ascertmu 
tlat !u aras m a hpge unfumidied chamlxr Care 
fiilK grojiDg his M~iv nnmd he di'coit.red aaothcr 
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tlight of steps, leading to tlio lower story. Ho and 
Dick cautiously descended, feeling tho wall with tlioir 
Imnds, on the chance of discovering the door of a lower 
chamber, which they guessed must exist. Thc^’ ^^c^c 
right in their conjectures Not only sras ft door 
found, but through the chinks proceeded the light of a 
lamp Luming withia Could Kuna he there ? Tliat 
such was the case was probable ; but the room, on the 
other hand, might bo tenanted by ft party of armed 
men, and should they 0|>cn the door, there srould be no 
littlo danger in finding themselves among them The 
steps, it 'Was evident, continued on to the lower part 
of the building Thcio might be other chambers, one 
of whioli unghi be that occupied by Nunn. Should 
they enter, or descend to' the bottom of the tower I 
They listened at the door, but no sound came forth. 
This made Eeginald believe that Nuna must be its 
occupant Still, he thought it prudent to explore 
the lower part of the building before attempting to 
gain an entrance He and Dick therefore descended, 
tiU he calculated that they 'were close at the bottom ; 
and here they were stopped by a door They re- 
mained perfectly quiet, when tlie sound of loud snoi- 
ing leached their ears. Listening, they were con- 
vinced that it came from the other side of the door , 
and probably was produced by a sentiy, either lean- 
ing against it or sitting on the ground. This con- 
Mnced Reginald that the upper chamber was not 
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occupied b} nnned men, and lie therefore majc a 
signil to Dich to reascend tbo stej«L Thej crept 
carefuUj up, so as to avoid ertattog any noise uhich 
might av\ ako the slumbering sentry 

On reaching the door, through which the light could 
still be discerned, ho knocked gentlj , and putting his 
mouth to one' of the crevices, ho uttered Nunas name 
m a low tone. 

‘‘"Wlio IS there? was asked m a voice which he 
felt sure was his sisters. 

He told her who he was and tliat ho had come to 
rescue her , when a bolt being vritlidrawn the door 
was opened, and there stood iNuna, pale and frembimg 
with agitation As there was no time to bo lost, Ecgi 
nald biieily told her that he had. with the rajah's pci 
mission set out on an expedition to find her, and ha 1 
been happdj directed to the right spot 

“ I hare much more to tell j ou he added, " but 
onlj uudersstand that I have eveij right to protect you, 
and will do so wiUi mj lilix Trust tome and I iiojio 
to carry you back safely to your grandfather ' 

“ I place perfect confidence m jou sbo answered 
He took her hand and led her up the steps to the 
top of the tower, preceded by Dick Thuddichum , and 
as soon as they had passed through the trap Sambro 
gently closed it Dick now lost no time m nneodmg 
the lengths of rope he had brought to the top for the 
purpo'ie thej had m v low To one end w as attached 
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a sort of cradle which he had thoughtfully con- 
fetructcd 

"If the young lady won’t mind getting into this, 
wo will lower her handsomely,” he observed ; " and she 
shall he safe at the bottom in Jess than no time.” 

Reginald explained to Kuna what was nccessaiy, 
and she at oneo consented to be placed in the cradle, 
into which she was carefully fastened with Reginald 
and Dick’s Ijandkerchiefs 

"I hear some one moving below,” whispered Sam- 
bro. '* No time to lose;” and Reginald and Dick care- 
fully lowered Nuna over the wall, and let her slowly 
<?cscend, while Sambt'o kept watch on tlio trap, Tho 
end of the rope had been secured to some ironwork on 
tho loof, and it was an iromenso relief when Reginald 
•felt that Nuna had safely reached the ground. 

"Now, sir, 3 ’ou go down by the rope, and take 
care of tho young ladj',” sm J Dick, " and I will make 
the black find his way down by tho ladder.” 

13eforo Reginald liad reached the bottom, Buxsoo 
had released Nuoa, wljo expressed lier thankfulness at 
finding Reginald h^' her side. 

"Wo must wait for our two followers before wo 
(ako to flight,” ho said. " Wo will then endeavour to 
get to n distance from tl»o place. Here comes one of 
them ” 

As he spoke, Sambro was seen descending the ladder. 
Before he re,iche«l the hpttom, however, the sound of 
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men struggling "wns lie*ir«l, ivilh tlio loud cries of a 
native, responded to by Dick Thuddiclnim’s ginff 
voice 

“ I nnml go and assist my faithful follower, ” ex- 
claimed Reginald, preparing to ascend the ladder 
“ Oh do not leave mo,” cncd Nima 
The sound of the strutting now became more distinct 
For a moment it ceased, and then a noise followed, as 
if a heavy hotly had fallen to the ground, apparently 
on the other side of the tower Reginald sprang to 
the spot, dreading to find that it was that of honest 
Dick , hut the uhito dress winch covered the mangled 
heap of humanity showed him that it was a native 
who had been thrown dowm from that fearful height 
llurrjing back, ho caught sight of Dick rapidly 
descending the rope 

'■ Wo must be away from this prctt> sharp, sir,” he 
exclaimed , " for if wo are not, wo shall have a whole 
tribe of the ugly blackamoors after us. I pitched half- 
a-do7'’n of them down the steps, and then had to run 
for it How ev cr, all is right at present, and it may 
bo some time before they find their way out of the 
front door” 

On receiving this startling intelhgi nee, Reginald 
seized Nima m his anns and boro her down the hill, 
IJuxsoo keeping by his side, while Dick and Sambro 
lro«"hl up the rear to cover their retreat 

”1 widi. Sambro, that jou had had a musket or a 
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brace of pistoh, and \vq would have kept the cncmj at 
baj till our masters had earned ofl the j oungladyout of 
danger," exclaimed Dick. “ But, as it is, I must fighj 
alone Onlj let them come near enough , I’ll plant mj 
fist m the faces of somo of them, and make their noses 
flatter tlian thej have e\cr been befom " 

In a couple of minutes the fugitives had got to the 
bottom of the hill, and were making their uay along^ 
the high road bj which thej had come, vihcn Dick, 
tmnuig round, discovcrcil a number of men rushing out 
of the building who had evidently caught sight of 
them On thej came, jclbng like fiends, but llicj 
did not fire, apparently for fear of wounding Uio ranee 
It Rccmcd but too likely that the wliolo j artj wouhl 
be taken pnsonors, for vihat could two men do against 
the vastly supenor numbei ]iur^uuig tlicm ! 

" Oil, sir} on, sir!" cried Dick , " uc vvjJl latkio fJio 
fellows and Sainbro vsill soon got hold of a musket fr 
cutlas for himself You meanv^hilo jiusli aluad lo the 
nearest Milage with the joung lad>, and 5Ir Bussoo 
will tell the people who she i& 

Dick, honever, sms calculating too much on his 
own jxiwcrs though he (rul^ fell rtod) to do Imltlc 
with the infuriated rehcN coming tip to him Thet 
were not mnnj pac«ji oT when at that instant a tign*’ 
vs as seen l-ounihng along towanls them. iNuna who 
caught sight of the «»\agt looking animal ulton-*! a 
scream TTare rt connw Oh rf snh* An? os / sAi? 
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o^c]almed Regmald immediately called out, "Faith- 
ful 1 Faithful 1 ’* and tho seemingly '«avago tigress came 
fawning up to him Then turning round, ho pointed 
at the pursuing foes, and a pat on Faithful's head 
made her leap on towards them The moment thej' 
caught sight of her, assho flew at them snarling fiercely, 
tliej tunied round and scampered up the lull faster 
^tlian thej had descended. Regmald hereupon — fearing 
that some of them, legnining llieir conrage, might fire 
at hei — called her oil , nj)on winch <?bc cimo trotting 
hack and took up a position immethatcly behind tho 
parly 

Oucc moro tboj raoaed on, Dick and tho tigress 
CM.IJ noM and then looking back to ascertain whether 
or not the encni) were following The fnght given 
them It) tho sudden appearance of Uie tigress pre 
aented the rebels from again issuing out of their fortiB- 
catiOD, and llegmnld and his fnciids wero abla to get 
some distance befuro daylight 

Nunn had repeatedly n-sked Reginald to set her 
down, but to this he would not consent, as she was 
not accustomed to walk o\cr a rough road, and her 
dcheato ftcl, shod onl> wjib ciabroidcred shppere were 
ill fitted to support her At length, howe\er, ho 
began to f«.cl fatigued, and ansiou^l) looked out for a 
place of safety, where thej mi^ht re^t till on elephant 
could be found to con\e) Uiem to the city Thc) 
had ol>&cr%ed on their wa) a temple in a \er) similar 

(-ai 15 
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silimtion to the one from tlioy had just escaped 

Bussoo believed tlinl Uiat niso Tvns deserted, nlthougb 
it -was not in a voi^’ rtiinous condition Being not far 
off, ihey iriade tlieir to it. A place of shelter 
^vas soon found within it, and Beginald placing his 
jaclvct and Bussoo liis outer robe on the ground, en- 
treated Nuna to rest wlule they watched at a little 
distance, Faitliful, who came in hst. lay down in the 
gateway; evidently cousidciing that it was her duty 
to keep a guard over the premises while her master 
and his friends occupied them. 

riioir chief ineonvcnicnco arose from want of food ; 
for tho provisions they had brought ^vith them had 
been csliaustcd on the previous day, and-Koginald felt 
that it would he impossiWe to proceed without some 
refreshment. Nuna assured him that she herself was' 
not hungry, as she b,ad had some supper brought to 
her soon after niglitfaU. She had been ti-eated, she 
told iiim, with peifect respect 

They were still apprehensive of being pursued by 
tho inutineere, so as soon as there was sufficient Ught 
they set to work to fortify tho temple, and to dose all 
the openings in tho lower part of the building. 2'his 
done, Bussoo and Sainbro hastened away to obtain 
provisions at the nearest villago they could find; 
intending also to try and procure an elephant for tlio 
convenience of Nuna and Bcginald, and, if possible, 
one for themselves and Dick. 



TIIF BROlIIEl AND Sl'=!TEPw "‘’7 

After Ills compauions had gone Ecginald seated 
bj biuna md took the opportumtj of recount- 
ing his history, and Gxplnimng to her who ho was. 
She listened to him Anth great n.stomshmeut. At 
length she answ erod — 

I now understand why I have been brought up in 
a manner so ditforent from the other women of rink in 
Ihiscounti^ mother taught me her own religion 

wludi she was allowed to enjov and she charged me 
With hei dying breath should I e\er inarr^ to 
leach my children the same But I fear I rcallj know 
htUo of its truths. I must got jou mj Irolbcr to 
instruct me and tell mo all about the coiintrj of our 
mothci 8 ancestors. 

^^’hllo they were speaking Dick Imrncd up e\ 
Llaimmg— iliirrah sir’ I see a bwl> of sopoj’S with 
some English red coats among them coming thus wa\ 
M c need no longer Iia\o any fear of tlie rebels. 

* Arc > ou certain that there are Loghsli soldiers among 
them? for if not tin. men jou take for sepoys maj be 
the rt-bi-ls thtniselrcs observed Beginald ‘ It maj^ l>e 
saftr for a ou mj sister to take shelter m the tower till 
wo p^ccrtain tho truth and we shall be able to deftnl 
jou as onl> one man at a time can force his way up 
’>carccl> had Jvima ascended a ftw steps when half 
a eomf«in^ of scjkjjs with a corporal and five English 
fiddlers an! led a British otEccr appeared in front 
of tho building 
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Ilpgnmlil filioutocl out to tlicm that he was an English* 
man, and that haviiif'resciic<I the rajah’s daughter from a 
band of roWls, he was returning avitli ]ior to licr father. 

**I don’t Inilievo you/’ answered tho ofTicer. “On, 
iny Inds, and capture tlie young fellow 1 From tho in- 
fonnntion I liavo received, ho is Jninsolf o rebel." 

A second glnnoo at tho speaker showctl Kegiunld 
that it wn.s Ida acquaintance, Captain 0awkcafoxtl ; but 
in another iristaut tho gnl&s were bin-st open, and the 
fcoldienr, Tushing in, captured Dick, who was making 
Ida way to tho foot of the slops on wliieh Reginald 
stootl with Nona behind him, while Faithful crouched 
by Ills sido glaring at the assailants 

“Back, I say — back; you aio mistaken, my men," 
cried Reginald, dmwing his revolvers “Your lives 
bo on your o\vn heads, if you mlvance.- — ^Fly up the 
steps, Nuna. Fly under shelter: in case they should 
dare to dre, the bullets may strike you " 

Still the Engbsb soldiers advanced, — though tho 
sepoys hung back, afraid of facing the tigress, and 
awed by Reginald's daring attitude Unhappily the 
corporal, n biave fellow, believing that it was ]jjs duty 
to seize the supposed rebel, rushed forward, and began 
to mount the steps, piesentmg the point of liis Uayonet 
at Faithful; on which, no longer nbJo.to restrain her- 
self, she spiang at his thioat and gave him a death- 
gripe, hurling him down backwauls a lifeless corpse, 
while Ills musket fell fiom hb hand. 





DFFt^nrn i \ fvitiiiui. eni 

"rire! cneil Ciptam Tlawkcsfoitl 

“If jou do, I inH'it Cro iik return,’ shouted PkCgi- 
inltl 

As ho 'spoko tho bullets rattled thickly around hi3 
head , so ho di&chftTgotl both Ins pistols, and ngiui 
urging Nona to escape be with a bound sprang after 
her, before another musket could be aimed at liim , 
ululoraithful, uho hid uondcrfullj c^cipetl, kept the 
•loWim at l^ay, nohnthstaiidmg their commaudei s 
urgait onlora to them to adianct. 

At thit moment there uas a erj nised b} the 
scpojs,—'* Wo are betrayed ire arc behaved f Tho 
rebel caialrj arc upon us. We shall be cut to pieces ” 

On hcaiiug this Captain Hawkcsfonl turned round, 
and SAIT ft large bod^ of horso adnncing, with an 
Euglishman at their head rrom their appointments 
and general appearance, ho at once knotr that the> 
11 ere a ircll oiganizetl bodj ol troops and not like a 
rebel band , and as thej adianceil ho rccognircd Cap- 
tain Burnett, with whom ho was pcrsoiiaUj aetjuamted 
Eren hid tliej l>ctn rel>els, thej so fir outnumbered 
hi3 own compinj of sepoys and his imill partj of Eng 
hshmen that he would hivo had ver^ httlo hope of 
contending with them successfullj — cspceiallj is the 
sepoys shoued no mclination to tight llo hntl indeed 
ft-om tho firat suspected tliat he had been misled the 
mformition lie had rccciied It had boon gnen bj 
tho traitor Balkislien, m the hope tint it would lead 
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to ttic destruction of K^nald and tli© young ranee. 
He therefore considered that it would bo wise to 
assume a pacific attitude ; so as Burnett and liis 
troopers advanced towards tho gate lie onleicd his 
own men to gi'ound their arms, and going forward, he 
shouted out, — "Glad to see you, BumettI We have 
made a terrible mistake, misled bj' a rascally Brah- 
min ; but, except tliat one poor fellow has lost his life, 
no great haim has been done.” 

"Who is it?” asked Burnett anxiously, fearing that 
he might allude to Reginald, of ^yllom ho had gained 
information from Buxsoo and Sarobro at the village 
where he had met them as they were purchasing pro- 
visions. 

Captain Hawkesford’s answer relieved his anxiety ; 
and ho soon had evidence that Reginald was unhuit, 
by seeing him descend tlio steps, accompanied by Nima ; 
while Faithful stood at tho foot glaring loiind nt tho 
strangers, of whoso intentions sho was not yet fully 
.satisfied. 

Reginald, from tho place in which lie Imd taken 
shelter, had oUserved Buniett’s npproacli ; and over- 
hearing the conversation which had ensued, he knew 
that tho tables were turned, and that his sister wa.s at 
length in safety. Captain IInwkc.sf(>nl, who feared that 
very awkward consequences might ensuo fi orn his con- 
duct, apologized to Reginald, and iiiado all the 
ho could Uiink of 
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Kcgin'ild hoTNCNcr, rceened these somewhat stiflly 
‘ Had the ranee, wliom I had undertaken to conduct 
to her grandfather, been injrircd, the case avould liaa o 
becnaerj difTtrcnt’ he observed. As it is althougli 
j ou refused to behevo mj word when I assured you 
I was not n rebel and that j ou had been deceived, I 
am ready to receive j our apologies , and I must now 
request you to Os^sist in making xmmediato airangc 
ments for the convej anco of tho young ladj to AUaha 
poor, where her grandfather is ansiously awaiting her 
return ” 

Bumett however undertook that task and despatched 
a party of his horsemen to the nearest place ■nhcro ele- 
phaula were to bo found to bring ono w ith a propci 
howdnh for tho conveyance of the young raneo , w hile 
he also scot off another lartj to Allahapoor, to an 
nounce her recoa erj to tho ryah 

Captain Hawkesford volunteered to remain in tho 
meantime, with his men for her protection. But Bur 
nett politelj declined liis olkr , observing in a some 
wliat sarcastic tone which he could not restrain that 
she was as pcrfeetlj safe guanled by his troopers as she 
would be with tho sepojs and the corporals guard he 
had brought with him 

■Well, then ” said Captain Hawkesford, ‘ if my 
services are declined it is mj duty I concci\e to i-o- 
jom the mam bod> of the force sent to the assistance 
of the rajah I will inform Colonel Ross that we 
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were deceived bj tbe information given us bj the 
Bralimin, and that tbe supposed rebel was no other 
than Mr Hamerton who was escorting the young lady 
home whom he had so gallantly rescued from imprison 
menh’ 

"Colonel Eosa, did you say? asked Reginald 

" Yes SIT He is in command of the troops march 
mg to Allahapoor, and he and his daughter — who 
accompanies him — wiU be much interested on hearing 
of your gallant exploit’ 

Reginald hesitated what remark to make Tlio news 
he had just heard gave lum great pleasure, ns ho hoped 
that he might soon again meet Violet At tho same 
time, he felt sure that Captain ILiwkcsfonl would give 
a false colounng to what had occ irred and n ould tiy 
to make her jealous of the ranee and suspicious of his 
conduct Ho was much inclmed to explain tho tnie 
state of affairs to Captain Hawkesford, so tliat ho iiuglit 
be prevented from making out a story to Ins prejudice 
Captain Hawkesford Jiowcver, saw very clearly that 
Burnett did not wish for his presence , bo desiring 
hi3 syce to bring up his horse ho Jiastily mounted, 
and ordering his men to march, rod& ofl — -tho dead 
hotly of tho unfortunate corporal being earned bj some 
of the sepoys whose low caste allowed them thus to 
employ themselves. 

Dick Tluuldichiim who hod been hbomtod, watclitd 
them with no verj fncndlv eje llio next turn- 
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joii tnauliindle a ftUovr, just lx; good cnotigh to nsk 
whether ho la a fnend or an cnemj/' ho shouted out. 
" If it had not hccu for tho sharp points of your 
baj oucts, I should havo laid not a fe%v of you sprawl- 
ing on the ground boforo j ou had got mo down I can 
tell jou '■ 

Reginald, however, soon pacified his follou or, and 
told him to look after Faithful who seemed disposed 
to chaso tho sopojs, and might pc^ihlj ha\o laid her 
paws upon some of them oi havo fought to recover 
her victim, whom she probablj considered her lawful 
picj 

"1 am glad that tho fellow has gone," cxclamiwl 
Bunielt, who had licanl from Reginald of Captain 
Haw kesford s manner towaitls him on board tho Qla~ 
moj'/m Castle ' I never liked him , and his conduct 
m this aifatr has not favourablv ittiprcsscil me You 
aI all events, will soon have an opj>orliinitv of seeing 
3li>3 Rosss and explnining matters to her ’ 

\\ liile waiting tho arri'nl of the evpcctcd elephants, 
^luna was itslmg Inncath tho nIikIo of some wule- 
pprcatling {rco*J, eh st to the walls of tho temple 
Rc^iinld seated b> her side end invited Bur- 

nett to join them Nuna sccmwl m no w aj di-^plcasoil, 
and !f»l»ned with eagcmc's to the couvervatum which 
eiiMicd I'otwcin tho two, though iinalk fn.ni her 
imiN'rfict knowKd^N> of Enghdi. to understand more 
than a Rw w ( rvK Regmal I told Runi'‘tt mote qC Ivst 
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historj’ tlian lie was yet acquainted with — that she 
not only had English blood in her veins, but had been 
instructed in her mother’s faith ; and the more, in- 
deed, Burnett saw of the young creatine, the more lie 
admired her, and & warmer feeling than he had yet 
allowed himself to entertain to'ok possession of his 
breast. He could not believe that she Avould willingly 
consent to become the wife of a native prince ; so ho 
rwolved to devote his life to her service, hoping to ho 
the means of preserving her from the dangers to which, 
from Ui© unsettled state of the country, she must bo 
exposed, and to win her some day os his bride. That 
ho was her brother’s fiiend, ho naturally felt was 
much in his favour; and ho believed he was not too 
presumptuous in thinking she would regard him with 
interest He was able to converso with licr in her 
native tongue ; and for the next few days, till their 
arrival at Allali.apoor, ho would enjoy her society far 
more easily than ho could expect to do when she hml 
returned to the rajah’s court 

The troopers mcantiino were resting beneath the 
trees scattered around, while their hordes verfe pichefM 
near ’llioy probably looked on with astonishment at 
the familiar ivay their lender and the young stranger 
were conversing with the ranee, so contraiy to the 
customs of the country. 

Some time had pa-«ed, wlien two elephants were 
seen approaching, with several men on foot On the 
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lack of one ^\'ls a handsome howclnh vrithout occu 
pnnts , on the other rode Buxsoo, v itli Sambro, ho 
linJ engaged the animals, and made all arrangements 
for the journej Ho hail also brought some provisions, 
vhich were Ncrj 170100016 both to the rnneo and her 
brother They spent but a short tune in discussing 
thc*'o , after vluch, the elephant kneeling ilomi, the 
mneo took her seat in the lotvdnh, urgently begging 
licginald to accompinj her * 

“The sooner our relationship h knonn the better,’* 
she oVened ' Our grandfather can ha\o no ohjoc- 
tion A few wonls to Buxsoo will be quite sulhcicnt , 
and if you tell him that the fact need not la kept 
Mcixt, it Mill soon la known among all our followers.” 

Iteginald saw no objection to this , and scarcely had 
the ckphants K-gun to moic on when loud shouts rent 
the air, Ksiimg from the throats of the troojars, and 
the iK-a'antrj i\ho had acconipnmcd the elephants, 
cvprev>i\L of wi-hcs for the Imppuiess and prosjarity 
of tho jouiig rajah an I liis aislcr the ranee Tlius 
tlu^ inoicd on the news preceding tliciii, sprtod hj 
the advance guarvi of cavnln 

Ah the rtaiU wtre far from gooil the elephants 
ira\elle<l at a don jvac< Having no touts Ihoj wero 
coiiiihIKI to deviat* fmm the hii,h ixai m order to 
m nin dunng th« niju at tlu hiiiM, of a wealtln 
kl.an, who, of courw «”i> hi^hlv hymuriHl m receiv- 
ing the giamia.ildrvn f iht rvjali though ht Iwked 
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twkAnco nt RcgttiaW ns if ho doubted Tihelhcr the 
account ho had heard was true llo rccuvcd thetn 
howc^cr, ^vlth c\cr} oulvrnrd marh of respects As 
the clo]hnnt Knelt down thc\ dismounted from the 
hoTsdah, and Nunn was conducted to the apartments 
of the ftinales of the fnmil} An entertainment nas 
nflcrwards pre|vircd for Ke^inaJd and Burnett, but 
at this it was contrary to the custom of the colintry 
foi Nuna to bo present She, indeed, vas far loo 
much fatigued and agitated to Jeaic her couch , and 
Uie nest inommg sno appeared to bo worbc and unable 
to proceed on the journey lleginald and Burnett 
were ansious to place her in Mfvy nitJi the ryab 
and were much diaappoinlcd besides being grioacd at 
hearing of her illness. She sent them word however 
that she hoped after another nights rest to be so 
far restored as to lx> able to proceed witliout further 
delaj 

To 2)ass the tune awi^ their host proposed a hunt 
m the forest While Reginald was getting read^ DjcK 
Thuddicluim presented luinseir and asked ■whether he 
was to go also 

No Dick, I wisli you to reniam -with Faithful 
and act as a guaid to mj sister Oui host maj Lo a 
\crj honest gentleman but I don t like to leave her 
•without protection , and had it not been for the sake 
of Captini Burnett I would nijself have remamcJ 
helwn/l. 
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As Reginald ivas going througli the court} nrd to 
mount lua horse he met hw friend Buxsoo, who, m a 
low voice, said — " Be on your guard I would that 
jou had refused the in\itnton of the IJim. There 
arc foes on the watch to mjuro you , and if you can 
unohserved get the car of your friend I would urge 
you to tell him what I say and to make an excuse 
for reluming speedily without exciting suspicion. I 
ha%c lold Sainhro lo accompany you Trust to hun 

Trom the experience Reginald had already had of 
tho nali\cs ho fully hclicctd that Buxsoo had good 
reason for warning him and he promised to follow tho 
advice ho had received 

As they roilo along he look the opportunity of tell 
mg Burnett what ho had heard 

‘It may bo the case, but I should like lo slick a 
few pigs first was his friends answer 

Iho khan had onlcivd «omo tents to bo pitched 
III which, before retuniiiig they could take refn^h 
lULiit 'Iho distance was gnntcr than Itigmald had cx- 
pceUd , but they w cro rew arded for their long ride by 
finding amj lo sj ort and soon excited m the chase he 
forgot all about the warning ho had received. At 
kngih by soini, cliuia he was veparatod from Iuh 
c<J»if«tnu ns. ^^hon ipiilc alone he (.ncoimlcretl a 
will U*nr, which t!» I >w unUhvofxl irevented him 
fr m aN>sailing to {wl\anta,,i whik tin, s.ava.,0 Iwast 
V nil Its tl -irp tusls M.tnvU iiijuixJ l,u jUeJ before 



2^0 


ATTAGKJ D Bi A TIOEB. 


lio could plunge lu9 spear into its side In doing so 
Ins ’weapon broke Iho animal again attacked him, 
and ho was compelled to dtanr hjs pistol and shoot it 
dead, to save his horse from further injury Unwilling 
to lose the spear, however, ho dismounted to draw it 
out , and while thus engaged he inad% ortently let slip 
his rein Tor a few moments the horse stood quietly 
by bis Side , but Buddenly seized with a panic, ofi it 
staitod at fuU speed before he could catch hold of the 
rein. Having recovere<l the spearhead, he sprang after 
tlie ammal, hoping to catch it before it had got far Ho 
continued on for several minutes, keeping the steed 
in Mew, m spite of tho obstructions lu his way, wlicn 
lio caught sight of tho tents near winch be had no 
doubt ho slioulil find the rest of the party, and think 
ing it probable the instinct of lus horso osould lead it 
towards its companions Considering therefore, tint 
it -was useless to e\eit himself further, ho was walking 
Icisuidy on when, to his horror, he saw a huge tiger 
in the act of springing at Inm fiom the jungle. He • 
Iiad just time to shout at tho top of his voice, in the 
hope of attracting the attention of anj of his coinjviiuons 
who might be near, and to grwp the broken end of 
his fjpear, when as he instinctively leaped on one eulc 
to avoid tho first spring of tho tiger lus foot shppctl 
and he fell on hts hack holding the spi ir in a per* 
r«jndicular position «ith the point upwank 'lUc 
savage animal cjujc directly down upon him, wit?i itv 
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huge jaw's open to seiro him the neck , but as it 
dul so, tho point of tho Epcar entering at its clicst 
made it ogam attempt to bound backwards. Still 
one blow of its mighty paw, in its death struggle, 
might, lleginald knew, break a limb or inflict a mortal 
injurj , to again lie shouted out while he cndea>oiirtd 
to drag himself from under the saiago animal, which 
still retained hfo sufDcient to destroy him lie had 
now cause to regret that he had not brought raithful, 
who Mould undoubtetllj h'i\c fought bi'a\clj m his 
dcfcnc. and might liaAC prevented the tiger from 
springing cn hint Ittlaimiig his presence of mind 
ho kept the ^pc^r hi a iwrpendicuKr position, hoping 
that it would soon fml its wiy to tho heart of his 
assailant. Still the tiger 8tntg5.1e(l more to escape 
than to attack Into when suddenly there came tho 
sound of a fchot an 1 the creature rt llcsl oxer dead with 
n rifle ball in its litad On looking up ho saw Btimelt 
huiTjmg townnls him 

Ills friend noM assisted him to rise , and tliongh his 
clothes were toni and his flesh dccplj Bcarrcd xrilh tho 
cl"ws of the animal lie found tlial he bad reccncil no 
inatinal injurj lie nnJ Rumett soon reached the 
camp, where the kl an and their other companions, 
with app-arent conlialitx congralnhtcd him on las 
fscajic 

••KnoTi-jn; tho courts of 50,, Englishmen I nm 
rnre Hint jour n Iventore will not m luce lou to alan 

-w IC 
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don ttio p]«nt for the dny/’ oUservcd Uio khan 
lono ^vhlch at onco mhe<l Rcgjnald’B bU''plcJon-^ 
instantly tho waroingr j,o jyjj received from Bi 
flashed into his mind. 

Tlie Kimo thought occurred to Biimelt, w)jo rep 
“I cannot allow my fiicnd to excit him«elf furthe 
alight as his injuries may np{>ear, a fever migh 
brought on ; so I muni insist on his retuniing to 
house." 

" As the fialiibs think fit ; but they svill take i 
refiesbraent before they slait," ob‘>crved the khan. 

ilieh viands were placed in tho cQntro of tho i 
around which tho party Bcolcd thcmsolvoa Sai 
appeared among tho attendants. As ho passed be' 
Reginald and Burnett lie whispered, *'Take only \ 
I give you." Neither of them had any great ajipc 
Reginald, indeed, even willjout Samhro's warning, 
no inclination to cat, and after partaking of a dish 
faithful slave placed heibro him, declined all o 
food. He likewise simply drank a gloss of she: 
which Sarahro poured out for lum. 

Immediately the repast was over, Burnett dcs! 
that the horses might bo brought up, and dcclir 
the pressing request of their entertainer that he wc 
hunt for a short time while his friend rested in a b 
ho rode off with Reginald, the natives being compe: 
to fei’Aw. Well octvsstoraed to tTe.vcts.vng ft v. 
countrj', even without a guide, Reginald had tnl 
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careful note of the "waj they had come, and was thus 
able to go ahead witlmut availing for the rest of the 
party Thej rcachctl the klian’s hou^e m 'safety, 
where they found a party of horsemen arrived from 
the city, with a despatch from the rajah to Reginald 
highly praising him for his conduct, and expressing 
a desire that he n ould at once assume the costume 
bocoming his rank, with which he had sent an officer 
of state to in\est him Tliough Reginald whose 
notions neic Ncrj far from Oiiental would mncli 
rather ha\Q retained his unassuming dress, he illt 
Hint it "nas light to obey his grandfather Burnett 
being of the same opinion, he thereforo submitted to 
being rigged out. as he called it, in the jenelled tmhan 
aud nch robes whicli had been prepared for him 
" I hope, sir, as how they don t want mo to dress 
up in petticoats ?” observed Dick, with a comical tnist 
of his features “Id rather be os I am, unless j ou 
Older me ” 

“No, Dick, I think that will not bo noccssarj’ ex 
cept on state occasion's, when, if I want a henchman, 
I would rather Imi c you than any nati\ e ” 

Dick was satisfied, and agreed to ng himself out 
like a Turk, or in any otlier strange fashion whenever 
his master required him to do so 

Next morning, Nuna had sufficiently recovered to 
continue the journey , and for the first time Reginald 
sal liy her side on the hack of tlio elephant and ap. 
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pearcd in public os au Indian prince As tboy moved 
tbrmjglj the villages crowds assembled to do tbem bon- 
our, though Reginald felt more pain than pleasure as he 
witnessed the abject way in which tlie natives bowed 
down, touching the ground with thoir foicheads on 
either side 'of the elephant as they moved along. 

Having started at an early hour, they made good 
progress^ but they were still scvei-al days' journey from 
the capital Burnett, who lode at the head of his 
troopers, was some little way in advance of the ele- 
phants, when, to wards evening, a horseman cnrtiegallojv- 
ing up He brought unsatisfactory intelligence. The 
lebcls having reunited, were in great force not far o/f 
and witii so valuable a prize in view ns the lancc and 
the young rajah, as Reginald was already called, they 
might bo tempted to make an attack on the party 
They had some light field-pieces, os well as horse and 
foot, against whom Burnett's troopers would find it 
difficult to contend Had ho been calicd on to meet 
them without having tho ranee to defend, lie would 
not have hesitated ; but tlio risk w.ss too gjeat to run 
if it could be avoided. Not far off was a sliong Ibrt, 
however, and ho judged it wise to throw himself into 
it till he could obtain reinforcenients, cither fiom 
hapoor or from tho troops under Colonel Ross. 

Reginald of course agreed to Ids proposal, and 
before nightfall the party wo-s safe vlthin the fort 
It had, it appeared, been ocevtpied a short lima l>cforo 
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by tlio rebels, but had been agiin abandoned by them 
An apartment \raa qmdJy made ready for the ranee 
Tlio night passed away without the appearance of the 
insurgents , indeed, they were not likely to attack tho 
fort with the garrison it now contained. 

Tlic nest morning as Reginald and Burnett were 
walking on the battlements, the^ caught sight of a 
IkxU of men approaching tho fort, so the gamson were 
immediately called to arms. As tho advancing forces 
dreu nearer, however Burnett and Reginald discovert^, 
to their great satisfaction, the English flag, and in a 
little time they could distinguish a body of sepoys 
and a sunll party of Eurojicans. Tlicy imtoodiatcly* 
onlercd their horses out to meet tho oftner in command, 
vho uas somo way ahead of his men 

" Faith, I am glwl to seo you all alivo ' ’ exclaimed 
the ofliccr, as he and Cnptnm Bumett shook hands. 
*'\\c vitro given to Wlitvi. that you were surrounded 
by a vvlicilo hoot of rebeb an<l 1 cxjiectwl by this tune 
to be engaged iii cutting them to piccta like mince* 
mcaL" 

‘ W’c Iiavt not ‘•o much as seen an enemy , nn.'swcrcd 
Burnett , 'but un Uivtanding that they were likely to 
attack us on tlic road to -\Jh{ia}K>or I tliouglit it pru 
dent to halt here, in onltr to wait till wc could obtain 
rcuiforc* merits from tin, capital as we Lave the voun" 
rsnet m our charge 

•'So CoIuh! Bo^s uud ndootl ub.crved the oflictr 
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‘ An 1 now }»'v\o ilic gotnlijcvs to mtrwlnce wt to thl‘^ 
young pnnce, miltnn, or mjiil), or ^\lmtt%cr ho is, 
niul just mtcrjircl sUuil I sij, for I am no great haiul 
at talking tlitir lingo" 

^ ith aU inj heart," nnsucrcd Rurncth 
'Then just (cll Jum that Major Jfolonj, of Her 
Hntannic Mnjestj ’« 390th lUgmiunt of Foot desires to 
orjirtss Ills delight and fcAti>fflction at basing nmsed 
svith a force iimlcr his command io defend Inm against 
all Iho foes, past, jircsent, and fiilui e, ss ho may a enturo 
to intcrfcrQ s\iUi him in the extculion of the humane 
and benoneent law's which ho has established for the 
peace and pro^perlty of hw people. I conclude ho 
dooa not cut oh tnoro than half vdozeo headsadaj, 
and onlj coufiscales the projicrty of those of las nobles 
who are unable to defend thcmsclscs ' 

Burnett began to IransHto what the major had saicL 
TTaforlnnatcIj Ecginald could not command hts couiite 
mneo so putting out liis hand, ho etclaimcd langli- 
mg hcartilj, — ‘ I a&suro jou, my dear major, you 
scarcely do mo justice Half a-dozen heads a daj ! 
That 8 nothing How do jou think I could keep the 
country :n order bj sucli Biinplo means? Pooplo 
would looh upon me as a mere milksop Put jt down 
as a hundred and you would be quite as near the mark.' 

Burnett now joined in the laugh at the majors 
astonishment and coofusnm. 

I }VUF h.'§iis^9S pardoa i\s esdsissed ‘ J 
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liml no idea jou could speak English Eaatli, jou 
speak it remarkably well too, I assure \ou, on iny 
honour , and I hope j our highness is not offended at 
the remark I made.’ 

"Not at all,” said Regiuald, still laughing ‘ May 
I ask after Mr^, Molony, and whether she has recovered 
from her ^oyngo in the Glamorgan Casllet' 

"Why, as I am alive,” exclaimed the major, “I do 
behove that you arc Mr Reginald Uamcrtonl And 
y our highness will pardon nio if I make a mistake ’ 

Reginald at once acknowledged who ho ^v’^s, and 
the major, greatly relieved, rode on with him and 
Rurnett to the fork Scouts vrero at once «cnt out to 
n.vccriain, if posniblc the position and streugih of the 
enemy Major fitolony s.aid that he liad received 
oiders to assist in escorting the ranee to Allalnpoor, 
and it w as agreed that os soon ns they received mtclli- 
gLUcc that a force was marching out of that city to 
a-->aibt thorn they should proceed, — the mryor Rcliiig 
confident that hw sepoys would be able to keep in 
check any number of the rebel forcce 
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HE traitor Balkishcn !iatl not lieen ulle Ho 
lia<l managed to collect the rebel forces, and 
had boea witli them in the verj' fort that 
Begmald and Ins party now occupied. ^Vlien 
they evacuated it, ho witli his slave Bikoo had re- 
mained behind, intending to proceed from thence 
secretly to Allaliapoor, according to the information ho 
iniglit leceirc fiom his ally, Khan Cochfit Below the 
fort were some vaults in which, some time before, the 
rebels had stowed a large supply of powder and otlicr 
munitions of War, concealed in huge oil-casks. Just 
as he was about to set out, ho was joined by Coehftt, 
who brought intelbgcnce which seemed to afford the 
two conspirators immense satisfaction. 

“ The fatal draught has heen taken, — there can bo 
no doubt of it. The whole city will soon be in a 
tumult!” whispered the khai^ as rf afraid the voiy 
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trails womIJ hear him. “Our Aiends mU tahe pos- 
session of the city, ami the young rajah mil ho ilis- 
appomlotl of lua hopes. IHicn jou amve, they mil 
recch 0 you with shouls of joj , os they know j ou will 
restore the good old waj s, and ha\ o nothing to do 
with the infidel Fcnnghcca. For myself, I detest tho 
English, and should delight m seeing them dn\en out 
of tho whole of India." 

Balkishcii assured Khan Coclifit that his seiaiccs 
should Ihi anijiU rewanJod , and thej agreed to remain 
a daj or two longer m t!»o fort, and then to proceed 
leisurely to Alhliapoor, calculating that they should 
rccciNC tho e'cj>cctc<l intclhgincc of the mjahs death 
just licforo tliej reache^l tho cilj The sudden am'al 
of Burnetts adiaiico gnanl hoML\cr, jiroNontcil them 
from escaping ami thej found themsohes shut up like 
rata in a hole, with a «icants aiipplj of fixxl, nnd afraid 
to strike a light li'>t a sivark ahould set firt to the 
couilustiblc niatcnaln around theriL 

A daj an 1 n night pa-ssi^l awij Fillers thej could 
iiiako their esenjK? all tlicir plans would lo dtfiated , 
for if lUlkashen could not make hii appearaneo in tho 
city at tho right moment a nral might gam the 
ixiwcf. frtim which it would Ic difficult to displace him. 

Thej were neither of tlum \Lr) conscuntious per 
wrA A Inght idea struck r-Ukidicn. "We mav 
1 1 jw up the fv rt " ho «hM|>crcd to lus fnend ‘ destroj 
Ih ranee an I her \ rolhcr, an I make our rscaj.^ m (he 
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confusion. You are a l^ravo man, Klma Coc)ifit, and 
fc‘ha]l lia%'e tlio' posb of honour. '^VhlIc Bikoo and I 
Kcizo three horses, you ahaU have tho privilege of 
lighting tho slow match ; and we shall have time to 
TC.acl\ our steeda and gallop off l^oforo tlio stones come 
rattling alxiut our he.ada'’ 

“I am much oUIgcd to you for the compliment," 
answered Cochht; *'but I must leave thatlionour to 
you. I nrn unable to run fast, and should prefer socui- 
ing tho horses." 

Cocli&b was so positive, that at length Balkishen, 
who caloulaied that the task of sotting Cre to tlw slow 
mateli might be the least dangerous, undertook it. 
Afraid of creeping out by daylight, they were uuablo 
to ascertain •o’liat was taking place in the fort above 
tlicm ; but they calculated that tho most propitious 
time for putting their nefarious project into esecutiou 
would be just before daybreak. 

■ At length the time arrived. Balkishen had pro- 
pared a long slow match. 

"Now, my friend," bo said, "do you and Blkoo’ 
creep out and secure tlirce hotses, and I >rill light tho 
slow match." 

Khan Cochfit, who was unusually bravo when any 
wicked deed was to bo don^ silently made lus way 
out of the vault tlirougb a door which led into a jjar- 
row passage, and from this into an open couri Know- 
ing that he might meet with opposition from some of 
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the syces in cliorge of the horses, he hold a pistol ju 
hi3 hand. A few thrcatenuig woixls, he thought, 
would induce them to keep silence. He wis surpn^ed 
to find that the dawn had already broken. He hesi- 
tated a minute , but recollecting that Balkishcn would 
by this time ha\e set fire to the slow match, ho 
boldlj stepped out from behind the will which con- 
cealed him, elo>ely followed by Bikoo As he did so, 
he foimd himself face to face with a powerful looking 
black «lla^o conducting an elephant across the jard. 
The sla\6 looked at hun for an instant, and pronounc- 
ing his name, asked him where ho was going Instead 
of rcplj mg he pomted his pistol at the black s head, 
cspccimg to intimidate him. The ne\t instant lus 
weapon was knocked out of his hand , and the slaae, 
scizmg him by the tliroat, esclaimcd, ‘ You are the 
traitor who earned off the joung ranee You must 
come with mo to the rojnh, and tell him wliat you 
haTC been doing here ’ 

" I’ll come, nij friend, wilUngl^ , ' exclaimed Coch&t , 
“onlj take me out of the foit You don’t know 
avliat 13 going to happen. You and I and tho ole 
phant maj bo blo^m into atoms m a few minutes. 
Take me out of the fort, — take me out of the fort! 
Quick I quick I ■' 

"Tlint's wlicrc I am going to talo 5 on ' ansircred 
Samtito, for lie ™ tlic black fiHie Como along, 
friend , come along 
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At that moment easting his eyes on Bikoo, ■who 
stood trembling near by, lie made a sign to the elephant, 
whicli immediately wound its trunk round the sUto’s 
body, and walked beliind Sarabro and the khan. To 
the surprise of tlic latter, ho found the gates open, and 
saw a number of elephants and a largo party, of foot 
and home winding along the road Ho and Ins fellow- 
conspirator, not being aware of tlie custom of English 
troops to perform their marches during Uie cooler 
Imurs of the day— that is to say, in tho latter part of 
the day and eai'ly in tl»e morning — had not calculated 
on the poaslbiUty of their prey escaping them. Still, 
appai'ently, somo of tlic troops Imd not loft tho fort j 
and he could only hope that those ho wished (o destroy 
were still there. Ho therefore turned many an ansioiis 
glance back at tho fort, and kept tirging Sambro* to 
move foster. 

Meanwhile, Balkishcn having waited till ho thought 
iiis accomplice would have been able to secure tho 
horses, set fire to the train, and then hurried away to 
join him. Qn ascending tho steps, however. Ids foot 
slipped and down ho felL In vain Iio shouted to 
Klmit Cochdt and Bikoo to come and help him. TIio 
slavo was too far olT to hear Ins master’s voice. Tito 
match went on burning, npproacldng (ho fatal Itarrel 
with fearful rapidity In vain IkvlUisJicn cndeavourcil 
to rise. Ho had didocatcd his ankle, or othornise »»• 
jured it. Again and again Iw stmeked out Tl^ough 
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uimWo to stflml, lie crawled tip tlie stc|xs. To 
Ins life, lio must lia\ e run faster titan ho had ever before 
done In his imagination he pictured the match not 
an inch from the barrel In a few seconds the fire 
would toucli the pOAvder, and all a\ ould bo o\ er 

Major Molonj had monotol his hon>e, and the 
«sepo}*s hating moAcd on tlio European troop hail just 
fallen m outside the fort, and were beginning to march, 
AAhen suddenly an awful roar was heard and n \ast 
sheet of flame ascended from tlio middle of the foiL 
The major, clapping spurs into his horses flanks and 
dashing foiavard ordered his men to run for their 
lues. But the warning came too late for minj of 
the poor fellon s m ere struck doAvn Though pieces of 
stone and huge masiics of limber fell around on o\crj 
Bide, the gallant major escaped uiunjurcd, as dul 
happilj the larger portion of Ins men , and as he 
rode forward to meet Bumclt who came galloping up, 
he passed Sambro tlraggmg on Khan Cochdt and the 
elephant carrying the slave Bikoo Sambro ovplaincd 
the way in winch ho had captured tho Ijlian and Ins 
compamon, and described thoir suspicious conduct 
Burnett ordered him to give tliem m cliargo of a partj 
of sepoys, who were directed on no account to let them 
escape 

A short halt was called for the pur|ioso of buryin" 
tho dead During the time Burnett and tho major 
examined tho fort but made no discoaerj which 
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cnabletl Hiom to fathom tho mysterious cii-cumstancc. 
Kofc a living being reotained within it Should any 
lujfoituuata persons have been left bcliind, they must 
have been blown to pieces, Burnett then rode for- 
wanl to explain wjiat l»ad happened to Reginald; but 
as n long delay was unadvisablo, ho deferred tho 
examination of Klian Cochhi and his companion till 
their noondaj' halt 

TIiough Reginald was vciy' liap}>y to devote himself 
to his young sister, and lo go through any amount of 
coTcmony which his now position demanded of Idm, 
ho soon got tired of sitting in a Imwdah ; so ordering 
a liorso to be prepared, he mounted, and took his |>laco 
^vith Barnett at tho head of l»is troops. 

Tho scouts sent out returned with the report that 
tho enemy had retreated — probably overawed by tho 
imposing force protecting the ronee — and tho intelli- , 
gencG that other troops were ad\’aneing fiom the 
capital A strong body of tlieso troops were met at 
the spot fixed *on for the noonday halt, and hand- 
somel^'-fuinjslicd tents were aheady pitched 

TJiat there had been a nefiirious plot to destroy the 
lives of liimsclf and Ins sister, Reginald felt convinced ; 
therefore, as soon as tbe necessary ceremonies had been 
gone through in receiving tho ofScem of the newly- 
arrived troops, Reginald ordered that Khan Cochdt and 
the slave sliould bo brought before Iuul The only 
person present 1)051303 'Burnett was Buxsoo, oa wbeae 
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judgment and aentenees Beginald Lnc^r that he could 
rclj’ to elicit the truth from the slave, if not £rorQ.Cochht, 
N\ho "was not at all bkely to confess it unless from 
dire necessity Both •were subjected to a close cro'^- 
exaroinabon, and Buxsoo also examined them, in awaj 
worthy of an English lawyer Reginald, indeed, felt 
convinced that they had been instrumental in blowing 
up the fort. The slave pleadetl that he had to obey 
the commands of bis master, who ■was probably 
destroyed , while Cocbht, who had no such excuse to 
ofllr, exhibited the most abject fear, and oflered to 
give information of the greatest importance, pievidod 
lus life nos spared and his pro^icrtj secured to him 
He dcclmevl, however, domg so m the presence of 
Bintsoo 

"You tnaj say nnj thing before him without fear 
of being betraj cd, ’ answered Regmald , " I am re 
5]>onsib1e for his fidchtj And if I ilad that tho 
information jou givo is not perfectlj correct, I shall 
leave 50U to the fate jou deserve, but if on the 
coritcary, it is of the consequence joii state, I wiH 
undertako that you shall bo allowed to go, with all 
jour wealth ill gotUn os I am afraid it Im been ” 

After much hesitation, Cochiit dcclaretl that the 
natives throughout tho greater part of the countiy 
were npe for rebellion against the Enghdi and all 
who favouml their ralt , that the rajah had been 
cspcciallj marked out for ikslniclion. becniiso he iras 
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cvjJtntly to ttjo JVrin^'Jicoa ; nnii tJi/jt bt’foo? 

Ion" it vvai OiAl tluy iniglit Ui ilnvcn out of 

dll' cc>unlry. 

^"Rta na<I Cochut tfiAt what lie 

r.iv'j3 corn'd. ]Ic"bnM nppcalctl to JIijsmjo, wlio 
r.cknowIcH!"t‘<I llml llie htMcmcnl innilc liy Cootjfit 
WM |trolrtWy too tnic. IIo Iiimsdf Imd h.iil Iil‘? «««- 
piciorw nro!iop<l for »-on )0 time, l»Ht ho hafl not as yd 
gn>nc<\ Minicinit infonnntion to ciwUo him to vorri the 
nulhoritics. 

IHogjunld cojisultc*! wjOj nuJ they cgrcctl 

ttiat they vrcrc Itoiimt lit nil events to vnrn the 
mtkhontics nt CalciittA iws soon os jwsvlhle, ami aI<o 
to lot Colonel lloss knoti* wjiat they Imil hcarii The 
(liHIculty was, to find n messenger ^iho could ho 
trusted Bimictt iras JinTriJling to go, for ho felt that 
his presence was nccess-vi^* for the protection, not only 
of the ranee, hut of IteginnM, ns ho fancied that ho 
could at nil events Inisfc his troopcj's wliilo he con- 
tinued in command of them. If Buxsex) -were sent, ho 
might 1«3 suspected and slopped, ami too probably 
munlorcd on the road 

“ Then I « ill send Pick Tliuddiehum," said Kegi- 
nald. “ Ko one svill suspect him ; and any message I 
give he svill dehver to the letter. Ho is moll Icnoirn 
in Calcutta by persons who can vouch for him,” and 
■who ■will immediately enable him to obtain an inter- 
yfotr with tie Comimieiit geaHenica or memiew 
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Council , and lio vrill explain wlij 1 considered it 
prudent not to send any \mttcn despatch 

Burnett agreed to Beginald s propo-sal , and Cochut 
and Bikoo having been given into safe keeping Did 
was summoned and received the ncccssarj diiections 
In a few minutes ho was readj for his departure witli 
his masters verbal despatches carefully stowed away 
in his capacious head out of which no one but those 
to whom they were to be delivered were likelj to 
draw them 

■\ ou 11 look aflci Faithful sir ' exclaimed Did 
givii g a hitch to Ills trousers. I dou t much like leav 

iQg the poor beast to the inercj of these nigger fellows 
lest thej should \ lay her any tricks Though w ith 
mo she 8 as gentle as a Iamb she dou t mudi fanej 
them. But joull not forget her sir I know Just 
lot her lave half a sheep a day at least. It will 
keep her m con htioii and prevent her from domg anj 
mischief or hdpuig I creelf to a blackamoor babj 
wl ich she m t bo aj t to do if she didn t get her 
pioi>cr food aud small blame to her seeing so to 
sjwak it 8 1 cr nature 

Reginald assurovl Dick that notwithstanhng the 
affairs of stale wh eh would occupj lus attention he 
woul I take good care that tl c faiti ful tigress was not 
neglected. 

1 m Bute as 1 o\. It » ouldn t Ik j our fault if she 
«a, s,r amwcruJ Dick But its them uiggsrs 
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Ijn nustrustftil of, though, I thiuh if jou \\a5» to let 
'cm know tint j ou’ll hang half a-<Iorcn of them if nu} 
liann comes to lier, thc^ It lo inclined to treat her 
prtijtcrl) 

Ihc inmd of tho honest sailor being at length set 
at rest on tint score, he took IcaNC of Ins master and 
Burnett 

Dick, wade his v\n\ without mtcmiptlon to tho 
Ganges where ho found n boat de cendmg the iiver, 
anti in duo course reached CnJcutto. rolJowing Bcgi 
nal 1 s directions I e «oon got himself conducted before 
the members of Council — the Board fortuimtclr^dlmg 
at tho time Ue enlerctl with bis usual undaunted 
air, not at nil alxoshotl b> nnding Imnsolf in tho 
pi'osonco of so august an assciublj' 

On being a5ked what mfonnation he bioughl ho 
doffed Ins hat and replied •— ' Please jtiur worships I 
am sent b^ mj inasUi the joung Bajah of ^laha 
poor — as he now is seeing that ins grandfather the 
old mjah has ordeied lum to tack that title to his 
name — to Ull jour worslnjs that the rascallj native* 
ha^e detcrinmcd if thej con get the chance to cu' 
the throats of everj mothers son among tho English 
on the first opportunity It loAy be soon or it inaj 
he some time hence but he thinks it as w ell that > ou 
should be warned and be prepared for whatever may 
happen. 

Dick then gave verbatiro Reginald s message , after 
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whidi ho 'was directed to retire, vliilo the members 
held a consultation on the extnordm'vrj infonnation 
Ihej* had receii ed. 

The next daj Dick was ordered to return, and to 
inform his master that the Council would pay duo 
attention to the warning ho had been good enough to 
send them. 

“We must non go back to Reginald. Wlule en 
camped nest day at noon, the expected rcmforccmenta 
from the city amrtd, with a despatch from the rajah 
telbng him tliat he was >ciy iH, and urging liim to 
advance without delaj It uas his wish that his 
grandson shou’J enter the city in duo state, to pro- 
duce an impression on the population Reginald had 
therefore, against his own mclmation to don a stiU 
richer costume than he had j ct appeared m , and 
•n ith a body of officers and guards walking on either 
side of him, and Burnetts troopers following on hor=c 
back, ho prepared to enter the city The ranee, no 
longer looked ujxin as a chief jiersonage, sat concealed 
ni a howdab on the back of an elephant towards 
the rear of the procession. Tlie vast crowd assem- 
bled filled the air 'With their acclamations , and had 
not Reginald been well acquainted rnth the state of 
affaire, bo imgbt ba\o sujipo^ed himself the popular 
ruler of a happy and lojal people Ho vera well 
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mirroundiij" him would l>o read}, at a con\tiucnt 
opportunity, to send a htillci through Ins head, or give 
him a cup of poison , and that tho populntfo, now 
bhouting Ins praises, would with equal delight drag 
his mangled boil} through tho streets should a n^al 
succeed m deposing him Uis satisfaction at the 
e\alt<xl position he had so unexpected!} obtained was 
therefore not without nllo^ IIis tlioughbs however 
How awi} to Violet lloss, and he could not help 
hoinng that her father uould no longer object to him 
as a son m law Tliat she had remained faithful, he 
had no doubt , and ho should soon ha\c tho happinc'«, 
ho hopcil, of again seeing her Should she object to 
h\o surrounded b} tbc splendour of an Oriental court, 
ho was read}, could ho do so with honour, b} placing 
tho country under the English Government to give 
up India and assume that position m England to 
which he liopcd to pro\c Inmsclf entitled, should lie 
lecovcr the missing documents of wlutli ho was m 
seal eh 

Such were the thoughts whicli occupied his mind 
as he rode through the stieots amid tho obsequious 
and bowing multitude who thronged around As he 
approached the palace iich carpets colored the road, 
and the rajahs body guard with their ofiicere in 
gorgeous costumes stood drawn up to receive litm 
tie fUt considerable anxiety at not seeing tho rajah 
himself and it was increased on being informed that 
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he la} too ill to rise, hut that he waited the anival of 
his giandson on his couch m his private apartment. 

Saluting the officials of.tho palace ns he parsed along, 
he hurried to the old man's side. 

“I am thankful that you lm\e come, luy son, for 
I am sick unto death,** said the rajah “My oi\n 
physicians know not what is the matter with me, and 
I have sent to beg that the English doctor who has 
accoinpanied the resident may forthwith come and pre- 
scribe for me ’’ 

Ilcgiuald, of course, expressed a hope that the doctor 
w’ould soon arrive, and have the liappmess of lestoring 
him to health 

“And now let mo licar an account of jour adsen- 
turcs," said tlio rajah 

llcginald biicfly gave it, not forgetting to speak in 
the highest terms of Burnett, in the hope that the rujah 
would be induced to sanction his uiamago with Nuna. 
lie then thought it nght to tell his grandfather of the 
information he had rcccia cd from Khan CochfiL 

*' lie is a cunning felluw, and may have wouiitd it 
out of some of the natives, though I doubt whether 
many would trust him” observed the rajah "But 
}0U tell me that a slave of tliat traitor Balkislicn has 
been uiptured ; let liim bo brought to me He knows 
more alwut his mailers nfiaira than an} one else, and 
for the sake of saving lus life will wiUmgiy ,r,vc all 
the mfonimtiou ho po&st<«.ts’’ 
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“You ha\e in\ promise, \vn.lc1ie(l 8Ia^c, tkat no 
pumshiucnt shall oaertaho jou on account of anj- 
Unng } ou mav confc*^,” said tlic njak “ Say on, 
sla\c.” 

Bikoo, recoNcnng himself, continued, — “I managed 
to steal into }our highness s treasurj', from whence I 
earned oil a casket full of papers, of which my master 
desired to possess himself” 

‘ ^\ hat has become of them ? ” asked Reginald 
eagerly 

“Remeniher that if jou speak not the truth jou 
will immediatcl) bo put to death,’ added the rajalu 
“0 Refuge of the World, far be it from mo to 
deceive j ou,” answered the slave. “The casket as 
placed by my master, with other licasurcs, withm tho 
tomb of the learned saint Banco Boroanuck, in tho 
temple of the great god Boorgn, before which the pious 
priests of our faith, at morn, noouds} , and e\ entido, 
arc wont to stand reciting the praj ers and the wise 
saj mgs he composed , but so alsorbcd are the^ in their 
deletions that thej will not discover who enters the 
temple, and the casket maj without difScultj be 
recovered. If mj pardon is granted, I will under- 
take to cany it off from the spot m which I before 
placed it' 

"Pardon or -no pardon, the casket must be brought 
here before sunset,” exdaimed Uie rajah * But what 
assurance have I that you speak the trutli and will 
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jiot cmlca%our to raake jour escajw •should I order 
jour chains to be knocked off, and alloiv jou to go 
freo ?” 

‘ Ttefngo of Ibo ‘World, I ntn incapable of such 
treacbei^,’ 5?aid Bikoo putting Ids band to his heart 

‘ ilh jour highness’s lca\c, I will accompany the 
sla\o,’ said Itoginald “If I assume my Furopcan 
costume I filiall not be rcco^ircd and the pnc*ts 
\m 11 suppo*^ me a stranger ltd by curiositj to M«it 
their temple If llio alaso speaks the trutli, the casket 
maj then lie obtained without difiicultj , and as I 
will go well armed 1 will prolrct liiru fchould thfl 
jinisU atlcinjit to lake it from him “ 

' You maj go mj Bin said Iho mjah , 'but, as n 
protiction laic fiJtj of ms gusnJs and station them 
out*th the ttioplv, with dm'ctioiis to 1)0 rcadv to ni«h 
in at a signal froni you and to enptun the pncst^ 
fhotild they nttmijl to stop you That will Ijo a 
shortrr waj tf i roceoiling tlwm the slave propf'S<'s, 
Bul th(j«( pripsti nro all great rasfjJ* to my ctrlain 
ktiowlfd^'* 
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to select a band of 6(ly tru'itworthy men he dunged 
Ins Oiicntal costume for lus seaman's dress, taking care 
to slick a brace of ptstols and a dagger in his belt 
Then ordering r>ikoo to accompany him ho set out for 
tlie temple, which was in a inmotc part of the citj 
Quamt and raonstious designs ornamented all parts 
of the building Leaving the guard outside, Reginald 
pns'-cd mukr a low archway, when he found lum'self in 
a hall on each side of winch he could dutingmsh, 
thiough the dim obscimtj, the hideous forms of the 
preluding divinities of the temple 

“ I SCO no pnosts or worshippers in the place/ ho 
w liispcred to Dikoo 

The holy men are engaged m their devotions in 
the lower liall, where the tomb of the samt is situated/' 
answered Bikoo, leading the naj 

Reginald followed, holding a pistol icadj for use, 
should his guide prose treacherous, or the pnosts 
appear inclmcd to oppose his entrance At the further 
end of the upper hall was a thght of step> leading 
downwards. The slaae dcsccndtd them, and Reginald 
Iwldly made lus waj afler him. His car then caught 
the sound of jicrsons uttering praj ers in low mono 
tonous tones , and on reaching the bottom of the steps 
lio ‘AW, bj the light of a lamp wluch burned on an 
altar on one side of the aauU n numlicr of strange- 
loohuig bcuigi. Some had long matted hair hangin" 
u\cr their fnci.» and Iieai} iron hoops round tlicir 
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nocks , most of thorn with garments scai*ccly suillcieut 
for decency. Some were staiiding upright, beating 
their breasts ; others were kneeling or extending them- 
selves Hat on tile ^ound, against wliich they Tvere 
stiildng their heads 

Befoie a tomb of richly-carved stone stood an aged 
man, with a long wlute beard, but with scarcely moie 
dothing on him than his companions had In his arms 
he bold a largo open volume, and though ho could 
not, from the position in which ho held it, have read 
ita pages, he was apparently repeating the contents. 
Reginald doubted whether ho was snfEciently ab&orbod 
in his task not to observe him as lie approached 
Bikoo glided noiselessly behind the tomb, while Regi- 
nald stood ready to assist him, watching the counten- 
ances of the degraded beings engaged in this strange 
mode of worship JEoat of them stood os motionless 
as statues, irith their eyes seemingly fixed on vacancy, 
their lips only moving ns they uttered their meaning- 
less prayers. For a moment It struck Reginald as a 
clover trick of the slave to effect Ids escape. But at 
length ho saw him emerge from the darkneas, carrying 
■ something >v rapped in a cloth, whicli ho held close to 
his side to pro>tnt the priests from Bccing it. ITc 
hoped in another moment to have the long-wishtd-for 
ticasuro in his hand, when the seemingly uncon^ciou-s 
bungs before hiro d.a5bed forward to seize Bikoo, who, 
Bpiinging for protection to the young rajah, gave him 
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tho casket. The priests on tins turned on the white 
stranger, whom thej now apparently perceived for the 
first time 

‘ Sacrilege 1 sacrilege * they cried out You are 
robbing us of our treasures. The curses of the gods 
u ill fall on 3 ou 

Mj fnends cj^claimed Reginald presenting his 
pistol ‘ stand hack and I tnll explain raj self This 
casket hclongs to me and was stolen bj one of vour 
fralcrmtj, so that I am but rcco\enng mj own If I 
am n^litlj rafynnod a considerable mnoimt of property 
stolen from other pei'sons lies concealed m this vault 
Mj guanls an. without and summoned by me they 
\i lU enter, md taking possession of all tho treasurts 
the) can fmd n lU deliver tlicm to their proper o^nle^s. 
If jon Tcfnm fiom mtcrftnng mth mj proceedings I 
mil allow jou to continue j^our deiutions and to 
remain at present ns guardians of the treasures con 
cealed in this place 

Tlie pnests considering that discretion was the 
belter ivirt of valour and seeing tho bold bearing of 
the joung stnuigOr allowed luni and Bikoo to mount 
tho steps, when tnvNcr^ing tho hall tbej quicklj 
tiulo Ihcir way into the open atr glad to e«ca{>e from 
the mephitic atinosphcn. of the \ault and the furj of 
the {m-Hs— who ns soon as Ihcj had rccoicrcd from 
Iht ir n-stomd went broke forth in loud cries awl threats 
of \ i.u,^oai CO T1 cj grew cooler howev cr on discua cr 
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ing the mjnh’s troops at tUe entranco of tlio temple, 
and hniTicd back to tlieir devotion? with the advice 
the}' had received from the stranger strongly impressed 
on their minds Slany a prayer was oflereil up that 
Doorga would protect their ill-gotten wealth from the 
grasp of the infidels. 

Followed closely by his guaitls, Heginald, who had 
a horse in wailing, rode back to the ptdace, can-ying 
the precious casket, wlilch ho was iinwilling to trust 
to other hands. On his arrival an officer met him at 
the gate with a message from the rnjah, who was muJ- 
ously waiting hia return. Reginald found him, to his 
surprise, on foot, pacing slowly up and down a bivad 
verandah overlooking the city, to which ho had caused, 
hi? divan to be carried, that be might enjoy the fresh 
air. 

"Have 3rou been successful, my son*" exclaimed 
the old man eagerly, as Reginald approached. " Tell 
me quickly ; for a dimness has come over inj’ eyes, 
and I feel a strange sinking of the lieart, which fore- 
bodes I know not wliat” 

Re^nald cxliibitcd the wishcd-foi casket. 

" It is the same, my son," he exclaimed ; *' and con- 
tains, I trust, the valuable documents j’our father com- 
mitted to my care Let me s^ them ; I shall know 
them at once ” 

Reginald was about to try and open the casket, >s-hcn 
ho saw a pi-culiar expression pa*.? over the countenance 
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of the rajah, v,ho staggered and sank back on the 
divan near ^^h^ch ho was standing The old man 
gazed at him with a look of aflection, and tried to 
speak ; but in vain He diew his breath everj' instant 
with more and more labour ; and then came one more 
sigh, and bo seemed to be sleeping calmly Reginald 
threw himself by his side and took lus hand. It faded 
to return bis grasp JIc gazed at the old man’s couute 
nance, unable to persuade himself that he was really 
dead , but ho became aware of the fact by the loud 
cries of tho women, who, nitU fans in their hands, had 
been in roadmcs.s to cool his feaeied bron os he lay on 
tho coucli 

“Oh, I wish that the English doctor bad arri>ed 
licfoTO,” thought Reginalil. “ lie might have saved 
bis life " 

At that moment be avas aroused b> the aoice of 
Ihimclt, nbo, approaclung cxcbannwl, — 

“ I trust the rajali is not worsa Dr Graham has 
nilden hard to come to him ” 

"I haio amitil too late.” 'ml the doctoi, as he 
took the old man’s haml. and }<x>ketl into his countc- 
nanee *' lint not too late (o fonn an opinion of the 
di<o*iR.j which has carnal him ofT Kc has been 
iMiisonM , and a further cvaiumalion will contimi wlmt 
I Nay ’’ 

I homlicl , l,iit tlio ,loct„r n.i.crt.,1 tint 
be was n,;bt. 
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PMtn. 

lato rajah had boon earned to the tomb of 
hts ancestors iil slate, aod Reginald had been 
dulj installed as bis successor amid the acclo- 
j - mntioQS of the people. But remembering the 
^ramiDg he had rcceired he was \er7 far from enjoy, 
ing his new position. Willingly would he have left 
the country, and the Oriental magtuGcencc in which 
he li\ed, had he not felt that it was bis duty to remain 
and cndea\ our to ameborate the condition of his aub- 
jecta 

Nuna had been much gneved at the loss of her 
grandfather, and had hitherto been unmlling to apprar 
m pubhc, though she could not help looking forward 
with satisfaction to the greater liberty she would ho 
ab^c to enjoj Reginald had liad a long con% er=ation 
with her about his fnend Burnett , and she had con. 
fessed that she would rallicr become hts wih. than that 

ISJ?) 10 
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" Let me advise your highness to ho careful of ^vliat 
food you paitake and what beverages you drink. The 
same hand which mixed the potion for your gitind- 
father may he ready to administer a similar one to 
you,” added the doctor. 
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for a “iliort interval from the crowd of courtitrs and 
nobles who hnd anned to j>aj tlieir respects — of sup- 
pliants who came with petitions or complaints — and 
of officers of ^a^lOU3 grades who waited to receno 
orders — he had retired to the onl} room in which ho 
could enjoy that privacy which he so much required 
Near it ivas one occupied hj Burnett , and on the other 
side was a chamber which he intended for the use of 
an^ European guest uho might \isit the palacu 

ITo quickly urote the letter lo Colonel Ross telling 
him of the v.onderful change m his circumstancca 
He assured him that he now possessed the documents 
of which ho had been m search, and as Inch cnableil 
him to claim a handsome estate and title in England , 
and ho espressed a hope that Colonel Ross would not 
refuse to allow him to look forward to the possession 
of his daughters hand. It was it must be stated, a 
very humble and moderate letter considering the posi 
tion the iVTitcr enjoyeil 

Ho then began one to Violet giving a brief account 
of all his adicntures, assuiuig her that his lom was 
unaltered that the splendour of his court had no 
attractions for him and that he would abandon it as 
soon as he had performed his dutj to the people by 
jdacing them under the Englv«li Govomtnent and re 
turn with her to her natiie land. He had still much 
more to say — indeed, he 'aos not altogether satisfied 
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of tlie most wealthy jmd powerful prince in the country. 
So Reginald, knowing his friend’s sentiments, con- 
sidered the matter settled. 

He took an eatly opportunity of telling Rurnelt, 
who thanked him heartily for having undertaken his 
cause with tlie mneo. 

" You will ever find me, I trust, my dear Reginald, 
faithful and devoted to your interests,” he aildcil. 

“ That I am very sure you will bo,” said Reginald. 
“ But, charming na my sister is, I suspect her education 
is not quite up to what a young English lady’s should 
he. "Wc must get her better instructed in certain female 
nccomplishraonta. I cootemplato asking Colonel Ross 
to allow her to reside with his daughter in the canton- 
ments, where she cannot fail to benefit by Violet’s 
example, and such instruction w? she is able to impart. 

I wish that the colonel would get over his wit of 
state, that I luight return it, mid Jiavo the opportunity 
of seeing Violet, when I would broach the subject. It 
is tantalizing to have her so near, anti yet not to bo 
able to go and sec her.” 

Buniett thought IlpgiimKra pl.nii a very good one, 
and was sure that Kuh.t would Ihi dolightetl with It 

So occupied had IlcgiiiaM l>eon sinco the death of 
the rajah, that ho imd K'cn unablo to write to C-olontl 
Iloss, vhi> might jK>ssil*Iy bo still ignorant of who Jio 
was I'or the enmc r»a«ou ho had not ns yet written 
io at Jfngth to u rflK?n»tr 7tr«tyC’^/ 
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for s shorfc intcnal finm Ih© crotrd of courtiers and 
noWcs ^vho had ariived to pay their respects — of sup- 
pliants -who came with petitions or complaints — and 
of officers of \anous grades who waited to receive 
orders — ho had retired to the on)} room in which ho 
could enjoy that privacy which he so much required. 
Near it was one occupied l>y Burnett , and on the other 
side was a chamber which ho intended for the use of 
any European guest who might visit the palace 

He quicUj ‘W’rote the letter to Colonel Boss, telling 
him of tlio wonderful change m his circumstances 
He ossnred him that he now possessed the documents 
of which ho had been m Search, and vihich enabled 
him to claim a handsome estate and title in England , 
and he expre^d a hope that Colonel Ross would not 
nfuse to allow him to look forward to the possession 
of his daughter's hand. It was it must be stated, a 
verj humble and moderate letter, considering the posi- 
tion the isTitcr enjoyed 

lit, then began om, to Violet, giving a brief account 
of all his ad\ cntui-es , assuring her that Ins lo\ c was 
uiialtcreil, that the sphndour of Ins court hod no 
attractions for him and that he would abandon it as 
soon as he had performed lus dutj to the people bj 
placing them under the EngU«h Government and re- 
turn With Iter to her natne land He had still much 
more to saj — indeed he i\aj« not altogether satisfied 
with what ho had said— when an attendant entered 



292 THE RECEl'TIOK OF CAPTAIN HAWKESFOUD. 

and infoimcd him that an English ofHcer had arrived 
with despatches from the cantonments, and desired to 
deliver them in person. . ’ 

Itc^nald, with somewhat of a sailoi’s carelessness, 
left his papers on the tabic at which he had been 
writing, with the casket and the precious document it 
contained. Rememharing that he ought to assume the 
state and dignity in which his grandfather always 
appeared in public, he liabited himself in his rajah's 
costume, and, with the chief ,ofEcers of Ins household, 
entered the reception-hall ; at one end of which ho took 
his scat on a raised ottoman, which served as a throne, 
his grim body-guard in full armour b’ning either side 
of the hall, while the late rajah's scimitar and shield 
hung above his head. All being arranged, he directed 
that the ofHccr should be admitted. 

Ou the curtain being drawn aside for the entrance 
of his visitor, Reginald's eyes fell on Captain Hawkes- 
ford, who was advandng towanls him. Ho kept his 
countenance, wondering whether he should be recog- 
nized j but it was evident from tho captain’s manner 
that he did not suspect into whose presence ho had 
been admitted Speaking nindoostance with tolerahlc 
fluency ,‘ho did not require an interpreter; and having 
gone through the usual ceremony, he delivered his dis- 
patchts, winch Reginald eagerly read The cajtlaiu then 
gave a ^crhal mes-sigc he hail been directcil to delU’cr. 

It was to tho cfToct tliat the resident hopctl to l>e allowcil. 
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in Die course of a Jay or two to pay liis respects to 
Ilia highno&s, to congratulate linn ou Ins accession to 
tliQ digQitj of Rajali of AUaliapoor and to express lus 
inpatliy at tho loss lio had sustained b) the death of 
ins father, of nliicli ho had only ju«fc heard The 
lesidcnt had been led to suppose that tho mice ^vouhl 
ba>c succeeded, aud ho was rejoiced at the tlsought 
that the govcmuient of the coimtij was in tho hands 
of one ■wlio, he doubted not would be well ablo to 
nilo the jieopk while ho bogged to nssiiro him of tho 
cordial support of tho Biitish Go\cmment 

Bcgmald — who ha<l Ins reasons for not « islnng Cap- 
lain Uawbeaford to di^coNei who ho was— naturally 
fi-armg that hia pronunciation might betnj him 
answered with duo caution and 1 1 pt Ins ej os fixed 
on tho captain a countenance llic result of his scrutiny 
comnneed him that his guest wn"* still undtr the im 
prcssion that he was in the presence of a native prince, 
lie was stiU furthci assured of tins when Captain 
Ilawkesford asked tf Ins highness could inform him 
what had become of tho joung Liigln>broan who was 
said to lia\e l»con at (he court of tho rajah and to 
have nccunpamcd him m Ins disastrous expedition 
Bgambt the lull lnl>cs It was bis dutj he observed 
to warn Ins liighiie«j» noOinst that joung roan wlioso 
objects wore open to suspicion for although he was 
accompanied by nu English olheer he had come up the 
countrv without nnj authority Jrom the Go^c^nrocnt at 
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Calcutta. It was considered more than probable that 
he was a Russian spy, ■wlio<?e aim was to create a dis- 
turbance, and either to set the people against their 
rulers, or, by instigating the luloi'S to conspire against 
the English, to allow the easy access of a Russian amiy 
into the country*. 

“Does the Biitish rc^dent send this as a message 
to me?” asked Reginald, restraining his indignation. 

“ I was not directed to deliver it,” answered Caj)tain 
Hawkesford; “but I consuleicd that it would bo advis- 
able to warn your highness, — and I mentioned the 
subject merely, as it were, in Uie course of convei'sa- 
• tion ” 

“I ^7ill follow your adnee, and watch the proceed- 
ings of the young man — who is, I have' every reason to 
bohevo, still in the city,” answered Reginald “The 
lato rajah held him in high esteem, and from what I 
know of him I should not have supposed that he uas 
a Russian spy, or a person likely to be engaged in 
plots against the English Government ” 

“ Your highness should he nwai-o that conspirators 
find it necessary to assume all sorts of rlmnicters and 
di«pnscs, and Uiat, plausiMo ns the person in question 
may base appoarctl, he is not the less likely to bo an 
airant rogne ” 

" Wc will suppose him, then, to bo a rogue, till ho 
has been prosed to be an honest man. and narrowly 
■watch Ins procceilings,” sard Reginald in a tone which 
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nndo CaplTm llawkosfoTtl ^tart and look earnestly nt 
Reginald The latter, lioaic\er, kept his eoiintcnnncc, 
and after some furilur comcrsation dircctt<l that the 
English ofliccr should ho conducted to the guc&t room, 
v\ hero ho might ruat till Iho time apjiointcd for n hm 
(^uot at \\hich several nohics, as well as Captain 
Burnett, Avero to ho jircsont 

Reginald after haiing n-ceivod a fen petitions, rind 
transacted bomc other public business, retired to his 
room Avhero he throw ofl his robes of state and 
assumed his light seaman s dress Arhich ho mfimtelj 
prefcrreil to near Ho had an oljcct, howoior, on 
this occasion, m doing so He Nvished to visit his 
Chnslnn friend Dlitmna Singh priiatol}, whoso sons, 
including Buvsoo were busily cmplojcd m gaming 
infojination for him , for l»o was well awnro that ho 
could not lni<t any of liis nobles or any other person 
about the court There might be honest men among 
them but ho had as jet been unable to discoicr them 
Ibo mtelhgcnco he had received from Dhunna Singh 
was unsatisfactory There could bo no doubt that the 
plot of which he had before heard for Ins destiiiction, 
and for the overthrow of the British rule, was fast 
npcnmg and he could not but regret that tho old 
rajah had petitioned for the English forces — nhicii, 
though thej might, under ordinarj circumstance's, 
have materiallj asstbletl m keeping his owm subjects 
in clicck w ere nlkcrlj inadequate for the purpose shou! I 
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the whole country rise in arms, as he was led to fear 
would bo the Case. He resolved, in consequence of 
the information he had lately icceived, to send Captain 
Hawkesford back with a despatch to Colonel Boss, 
warning him of the danger, and urging him to be on 
his guard. 

Alter waiting for some time to sco Buxsoo, who 
had been out in the city picking up fresh information, 
Eeginald returned to the |ialaco accompanied by Faith- 
ful, who usually attended him wlien he went out with- 
out a guard Eetering by the roar of tlio palace, he 
made his way, os was his enstom, up the back stc]'>s 
• to his private room A curtain hung bcfoie the door- 
way, and what was Ids astonishment and indignation, 
on drawing it slightly aside, to sec Captain Hawkes- 
ford seated at the tabic, pen in hand, and burily oin- 
ployed in making notes fiom the documents which he 
had taken out of the casket 1 lie hesitated for some 
moments as to how ho should net towards the captain. 
Ho could," however, scarcely restrain liis anger when 
he saw him, aftci reading tlio despatch to Colonel 
Iloss, deliberately glance Ida eyo over tho letter to 
Violet. Boiling with rage, ho drew from his belt n 
revolver, -without which ho never went abi-cind, and 
sUently svalUed uj> to the table, which he rcnchod 
without being perceived by Iho intruder, raithful, 
entering at Ins heels, sprang forward and raised her 
head above the table, on winch she placed one of licr 
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ljugc p'l^\s, directly facing the captain, "who thrcTr liim- 
•^elf baclv m Ins chair Nnth a look of horror and despair 
in Ins countenance. 

“■Wliat treatment do jou expect from the man 
Arhom jou have maligned, nbosc pmato letters you 
ha\e, contrarj to all the laws of honour, ■Ncntiired to 
peruse 1 ’’ exclaimed Kegmald “ I am not going to 
imhrue in j hands m j our blood , but this tigress would, 
at a wonl from me, tear you bmb from limb You 
have broken through all the laws of hospitalitj , and 
111 consequence of mj carelessness obtained a secret 
Mjth which I nishcd no one to bo acquainted till tho 
proper time am\cd for making it known.” 

'1—1 — I — 1 humblj bog jour paiilon, oscloimed 
the captain, his \oice Ircmbluig with terror * I had 
no idea that jou and the joung mjah of Allahapoor 
were one and the same pvreon When I spoke as I 
did I incixlj rcj>catctl the reports I had heard. I 
entreat jou to forgi\e bk, and I faillifullj promise to 
kci-p jour secret 

' I hale no choice lul to trust jou answered 
Itcgniald sttrolj You see that jour fstiier who 
woull haix dcprivcvl roe of mj propertj and titk ha.s 
no prospe-ct of success if I Ii\o and can proiluco these 
•hjcimunts. IMisl jou wouH base done with tlioni 
hai 1 not 02 q»ortujitlj amicd I carmot pretend 
Hut 1 am nolnrixjo«sforrurllKrconnrs.ation. lletzrc 
sir, t j Jour rwin. It w roj dcsins tliat jon of jxir at 
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the public banquet ns if nothing had happened, and 
after that return as soon as yon can to the canton- 
ments with the despatches which I will deliver to you 
for Colonel Rosa. The private letter you have bad the 
audacity to read, I will send by another messenger. 
And now, sir, I say again, go, and meditate on what 
lias happened. That I have spared your life, may 
induce you to act with some degree of gratitude/' 
Hawhesford, obeying the orderhe had received, rose' 
from his scat. A loud growl uttered by the tigress 
made him spring rapidly towards the door. She 
would probably hayo followed and caught him, bad she 
not been, restrained by the voice of Let master. , 
Reginald having closed the door behind the retreat- 
ing officer, sat down, and thought over the position of 
affairs and the numerous important matters which 
pressed on his mind. That he was surrounded by 
dangers of all sorts, he felt convinced. He knew full 
well that he had traitors within the walls of his palace ; 
and that his subjects, who had lately received liim 
with shouts of esuberant joy, might at any moment 
turn again and shout loudly for liis destruction ; while 
his troops could not be depended on. He had his 
stanch friend Rurnett by his side, and ho could rely 
on Dhunna Singh and his sons; while Faithful, be felt 
suie, would defend bim Avith her life. Ho was not, 
however, so much concerned about bis own personal 
safety an he was for that of Nuna; and os evei^' atip- 
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porter was of conscfiueticc, he could not help ^rish^ng 
fur the return of Dick Tlmddichum 

So absorlicd was ho in liis thoughts that ho did not 
calculate how’ the time went by, and he was still 
Bitting at liis desk when an attendant appeared to 
announce that the banqiict was prepared. Not for- 
getting this time to lock up his documents, and to 
slow away the casket in a place of safety, ho hastily 
duuned his Oriental costume, and entered the grand 
hall, where the guests were already assembled, with ns 
fcf'rcnc a countenance as he could command. Taking 
the scat hitherto occupied by the old rajah, he 8iun» 
moned Durnett to a place by his side } requesting 
Captain Han ke '•foul, who stood with a somen hit down- 
east look, to take one on the other hand j the nobles 
and otlicr guests dropping into their places according 
to lli'ir rank, lo.iiing one side of the table, as was 
U'Uil, unoccupied RtginiW had left the wliolo 
arrange lucnis to Ih" " iiianier of the ceremonies.” having 
r . 1 -g‘ttrn to express any wish on the sulijcct; the cus- 
tom-s vhich k-'d U‘cn in vogue during the old rajiVs 
time Wvto coiiv<pj'*nlly ndhtrcil to 
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gustixl with tho pcifonnanccs of tho nautch-girls, and 
he resolved to prohihit their intixHluction in future. 

lie exiiressed his inlention to liunielt 

“I agree with you," was tlie answer; "but I ara 
nfmid that your plans, if canied out, will make you 
tinpopular with j'otir courtiers." 

"I would mther lie unpopular than sanction so bar- 
barous a custom." 

"There arc not a few barbarous customs which you 
will have to get lid of before you ^rill bo satisfied, " 
said Buiuctt. 

"No English lady would like to see her sox so 
degraded by being toin})cl\cd to exhibit themselves as 
these poor girls aio," said Reginald, thmldog of Violet. 

"I suspect that the |>c*rfonnanccs at an English 
opcra-hoitsc*can scarcely claim a higher position than 
the esliibitions of these naulch-girls," observed Burnett. 

" I never went to on opera in England, but I should . 
not have supposed that a scene like this would have 
been toleiatcd in a civilized country,” said Reginald. 

" Your lughne<?s is very particular,” observed Cap- 
tain Hawkesford with a scarcely suppressed sneer. 

"No man can be too pailicular in doing what is' 
right,” said Reginald, turning away from bis guest, to 
wliom ho had hitherto paid just ns much attention os 
etiquette required. 

He was glad, however, when the banquet came to 
a conclusion, when, issuing an oidei that Captain 
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Havikcsfonl’s escort sUonld be in readiness to staid, 
be, iMth studied foimalitj, wished biin good-bjc, 
and telling Burnett that he desired lus compmj, he 
retired to his private apartment 

Burnett an a sliort tune made his appearance. 

" I cannot stand this sort of thing much longer,” 
Reginald exclaimed, as he paced up and down the 
room. " I Will try to carrj out the necessary re- 
fonus, and I will then ln-g the British Goaemmeat to 
take po'^sc'^iion of the counlrj, and to prcserie order 
as Ixist thej can I am «aro Violet will nc\cr ho 
happy hero , and I intend propo'ing a return to Eng* 
land as soon as her father will consent to our marriage ” 
'* Thero is not much probability that tho colonel 
will refuse his jicrniission observed Burnett lauglung, 
"and I trust that you will allow me at llie same time, 
to become tho husband of your sister ’ 

Tho next day, ColonU Ross amvcil to pay his state 
ai’it. Reginald received him with a full display of 
Oriental tuagnificcnco As soon os ctitpietto would 
allow, ho bogged his presence m liia private npart- 
ments where, having briefly narrated his adventures, 
ho gave an account of bis birth and prospects. He 
declaretl that liia sole ambition was to become tho 
hudwind of Yiohl and to devote himself to the de- 
lightful task of waking her happv 

‘‘liou have hith<rto known mo only as Reginald 
Himirtoti nnJ such I might Imo reamed Ld I 

Ri? #1Q 
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not visited Allaliapoor, whore, in an unexpected 
manner, I was acknowledged by the rajah as the son 
of his daughter, and by his means succeeded 'in ob- 
taining possession of ccritun documents which I had 
•been charged by my father if possible to ' obtain. 
Some were title-deeds of large estates in England : 
tho most important, however, being the mairiage 
certificate of my father and mother ; tho existence of 
which was denied by those who disputed my claim 
to tho title of Lord Hnmerton and the possession of 
tho estates " 

Colonel Ross, as Burnett had shrewdly suspected, 
did not hesitate to aflbrd Reginald his hearty sanc- 
tion to his mam’ago with his daughter. ^'Indeed,” 
he added, " after having discovered that my daughter’s 
heart was truly yours, I had determined to waive any 
objections I entertained, should I, on further in- 
quiries, have found you os worthy of her as slio be- 
lieved you to bo.” 

Reginald was warm in liis expressions of gratitude. 
Ho felt infinitely happier than ho had been for many 
a long day. Indeed, all tho difiiculties with wliieh ho 
was surrounded appeared to ^a^’0 vanished. Colonel 
Ross willingly agreed to his proposal that Nuna should 
take up her residence in tho cantonments with Violet, 
ari<l Jfc was arranged that Reginald should e^fcort his 
sister there tho following day The colonel was re- 
siding in a bungalow Tillich had been repaired for his 
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reception, nnd •which •would afford snffiaent accommo- 
dation for Nona and tho few attendants she ■wished to 
accompany her Reginald ■would gladly have set off 
■with t)io colonel, hut bo iras unwilling to leave Nuna 
m the palace alone, be was compelled, therefore, to 
restrain his impatience until the following daj 

He wi'^cly hept his plan a secret, and when the 
rtchly-caparisoned clc[»Iiants, escorted by a body of 
hor^e, ivcre seen moving through the city it was sup- 
posed that the ranee was simply gomg to pay a MSit 
of state to the daughter of the Enghsh resident 

Reginald rode on horseback, with Burnett by his 
side and attended by a party of his trusty guards, and 
he amved some tmic before his sister It need not 
be said tliat he was fully satisfied ■with the way m 
winch Violet Tecc;\ed him When Nuna anived and 
dismounted from her olepliml Violet was also ready 
to gi\ e her on afilctionalo greeting 

As Violet led her to a seat Nuna gazed round the 
neat and nicely furnished room Oh, tins is what 
I shall enjoy far more than the gorgeous magnificence 
of a pahice, with tho pomp and ceremony I ha\e had 
to undergo she exedauned ** You must teach me 
Enghsh -ways and manners, for I want to become quite 
an English girl, like j on 

Violet promised to do her best , and she and Nuna 
greatly to Reginalds satisfaction were soon as mti 
mate as if they had been acquamted all their h\es. 
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^^lOR sevci'al •weeks matters went on quietly urt 
n-lKfc/ AUahapoor Aided by Burnett, Reginald was 
^ able to carrj' out many of Lis projected rc- 
forms, thougL not witbont opposition from 
'y some of the chief men, and often from those 
who were likely to benefit by them The indefati-* 
gable Bu-^oo brought him information of 'wliat was 
going On beneath the seemingly quiet surface of 
society. It was far from satisfactory He i-eported 
that persona were moving irom district to district, dis- 
tributing *' chupatties,” — sacred cakes, which answered 
the purpose of the “fiery cross’* of Scotland With 
amazing rapidity these cakes were passed over the 
length and breadth of the land It was supposed that 
they came originally from Barrackpore The watch- 
man of one village gave th© watchman of the next vil- 
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Hgc tx\o cakes, with an injunction to make sis fresh 
ones and retaining tno, to pass the others on in the 
■yime aj hat the object of the cakes n as most of 
those who recoil fd them were in ignomncc, but tbejr 
fullj understood that some matter of miportanco wa» 
to be earned out and they were bound to oWj tbo 
ordere thej might receno from tho centre of opera 
tions. Reginald chaigctl Buxsoo to ascertain, if 
possible, the secret object of this distnbution of tho 
chupattioa That they meant mischief of some sort or 
other, there could bo no doubt 

Burnett, m tho meantime, improiod the. discipline 
of Ins horsemen, and endeavoured to ingratiate him 
self with tliem Reginald also increased the number 
of hw guards selecting those men most likely to prove 
faitbfuL ^Vuzecr Singh had by this time reco%cred 
from his wounds, and had resumed Ins dntiea Regi- 
nald oCfeTcd to promote him , but be begged to remain 
m the ranks assuring his master that ho could there 
render better service than he could were ho made an 
ofheer 

Reginald and Burnett, as nmj be supposed, paid 
frequent > isits to the cantonments , and tbej were 
eagerly looking forivanl to the am\ al of a chaplain 
uho would unite them to the ladies to whom the> 
were engaged. Reginald of course, kept Colonel Ross 
fully informed of all the inteUigenco be obtained 
The colonel however was wnvmced that the Bntisli 
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rule l^a.s so firmly established in India that nothing 
could ghalco it; that Tyliatevcr the meaning of the 
chujiatlies might be, they could not possibly ho in- 
tended to instigate the people to rebellion His own 
regiment, ho declared, was stanch to tho backbone, 
and nothing would make llicro swerve fiom their duty 
Bumott said tho saino of his cavalrj'j and declared 
that to a man they wore rcad3' to follow liim to the 
death Reginald, however, was not convinced ; and 
the very next day Buxsoo brought him. intelligence 
which confirmed his suspicions. Tlie sepoy regiments 
in tho British service had lately been armed wdth 
Enfield lifies, and a report had been spicad that tho 
cartridges to bo used in them— and the ends of whicli 
liad to bo bitten off — hod been greased with the fat of 
pigs and bullocks. This was done, it was said, that 
eveiy Hindoo soldier might thus become unclean and 
loso caste, and have no other lesonrco but to turn 
Cliristian ; tlie British Government having determined, 
it was affirmed, to compel all its subjects to embrace 
Christianity. 

“ Very miserable Christians thoy would be, if such 
were the case,” observed Buxsoo; "but my poor 
Hindoo countrymen, brought up in gross ignorance, 
are ready to believe the most childish reports” 

Information arrived, some few daj’s after this that 
at Lucknow and other places the sepoj’ troops had 
mutinied, but that the muting' had been put down b^' 
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a *5lron" hMid, and it vras licltevcd that order Ind been 
restored. Day after day, however, unsatisfactory in- 
telligence came in liom all quarters, and even in Ibe 
Bntisb pronncca bands of the marauders suddenly 
spring up, and commenced plundcnng and burning 
Milages Burnett avaa accordingly directed to scour 
the country round Allaliapoor, m order to put a stop 
to such proceedings. 

Buxsoo having informed Iteginald that the Moham- 
medau part of tlie population were about to rise and 
create a not, tlie result of which might jirobabl^ be tho 
plimdcnog and burning of the citj, ho immediately 
summoned the most inHucatial ^lohammcdan nobles 
and others to meet him m council They arriNcd 
fully armed, manj of them assuming a bold and 
insolent air, and evidently read) to dispute his 
autlioTit} As soon ns they wero seateil he addressed 
them in gracious tones , reminding them that he had 
not sought the position lie now held and that lus sole 
aim since assuming the reins of goi ermnenl had been 
to proinolo the welfare of all classes, and to advance 
tho happiness and prospenl^ of the coiintrj Wbilo 
ho was speaking he observed It uzcer Singh glide in 
and place himself, uith a revolver m each hand behind 
his chair of state, but so excited were the persons 
assembled that hw entnneo was not remarked 
Reginald continued his address inviting one after an 
otlicr to speak in return His determined demeanour 
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had its due cdoct, nnd he managed to keep the atten- 
tion of his a.sscmhly till the day was nearly ended, nnd 
Iho time fixed upon for Ibo outbreak had passed. 

The following morning, nt an early hour, Reginald, 
full of anxiety as to what might next occur, rode out 
to tho cantonments, nccompanicd by a few of his 
officers and a small company of his gtiaitls — some being 
on horseback, hut most of them on foot. Ho had ex- 
pected tho return of Burnett with his cavalry that 
very morning, but lie Jiad not j’ct appeared. As 
Reginald approached the cantonments, he was startled 
by tho sound of continued and rapid firing. Ordering 
tho foot-guards to follow as fast as they could, he 
dashed fonvard with his horsemen, among whom was 
Wuzcor Singh, towards tho scene of action. Ho saw 
clouds of smoke and flames ascending in several places, 
evidently from buildings on firo; wliilo the sound of 
musketiy, though more desultory than at first, was 
still heard. He urged on his hoiso to its utmost 
speed, feeling painfully anxious for the safety of 
Colonel Ross and those dear to him ; and in another 
minute he beheld a spectacle which filled him with 
dismay and alarm A small body of English troops 
•who had their quarters in the part of tho cantonments 
nearest the city, had, it was evident, been attacked, • 
and after bravely defending themselres, had been cut 
down or put to flight ; for he now met several men 
endeavouiing to make their cscajso from an overwhelm- 
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ing body of cavalry, who were savagely sabring all who 
attempted to withstand them, while numbers lay on 
'iho ground, brought down by the bullets of their foes. 
As he called on them to rally, they obeyed him, think- 
ing that they were about to bo supported, and presented 
a bold face to the advance of the horsemen. The latter 
on this — observing, as they must have done, Reginald’s 
■ guards rapidly adducing to meet them — wheeled round 
and galloped off to a distance. Ho, to his dismay, re- 
marked that the horsemen had the appearance of Bur- 
nett’s troopers, and ho could not help dreading that 
the men had mutinied and- murdered their com- 
mander. Ho asked Wuzeer Singh his opinion “It 
is too likely to be the ca.«c," was tlio anEa’er "Cap- 
tain Burnett placeil more confidence in them than they 
dc«ler^•ed , for though some were faithful, there were 
many traitoip among them ” 

Ec^nald's chief anxiety at present, howcier, was 
about the safety of Violet and Nuns, and the oUicr 
ladies, as well as that of Colonel Hovi and the oRieers 
under hiia Ho lenmctl from a British soldier th.at tho 
FOjwy regiment liad moluiicd, and haiing killed several 
of their olGcors who had remained ^nth thtm and 
attempted to bring them back to tlitir duty, had 
- marchwl off with their anas, after setting fire to 
se\ oral bungalows ; that the Europeans h.ail been sur- 
prised when on the iwmt of pursuing them by the 
rebel ca\alry. ^\ho had dashed suddenly into the 
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CAntqiimcnls, cutting off all connection with their 
officers anil my of tho natives who might have 
remained faithful Having for some time gallantly 
defended thcinselvc.'v they Iiad been compelled to 
retreat, and would undoubtedly have been destroyed 
had it not been for the arrival of Reginald and his 
party. 

Ko one could inform him whether tho house 
occupied by Colonel Ross had been attaciccci ; there- 
fore, anxious to ascertain the truth, ho ordered his 
men to advance. Ho was about to push for\v*ard with 
lus small body of horsemen, when Wurcer Singh 
pointed out tho rebel cavaliy in considerable force in 
tho distance, ready to pounce down upon liim He 
had therefoio to* restrain hb eagerness, in order to allow 
his guards on foot to come up with him. At length 
he came in sight of tho building which contained those 
BO dear to him ; and on seeing how totally unfitted it 
was to ofler any effectual resistance, lie trusted that 
tho mutineers had not attempted to attack it He 
hastened on, his heart beating with anxiety. As he 
and lib party were seen from the windows, Colonel 
Ross, and several officers who had taken refuge 
there, came out to meet him They greeted him 
warmly, and expressed their thankfulness that he had 
come 60 oppoituncly to their rescue, as evciy minute 
they were expecting to be attacked bj-- tho rebeb ; 
uhilo they were convinced that they had but little 
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cbance of successfully defending the house When 
they first sa\r the rebel cavalry, they supposed that 
tliey were coming to their assistance , hut this hope 
vanished when they saw the horsemen dashing forward 
towards that i»rt of the cantonmonts where the com- 
pany of British soldiers was quartered. Their fear 
was that the latter would be surprised before they could 
have time to make any preparations for defence. Their 
hopes had risen and fallen as the sound of musketry 
continued , but they at length began to fear, when 
the firing cca.’=ed, that the patty had been cut to pieces. 
Their satisfaction therefore was great, when they found 
so considerable a number of EngUsh soldiers with Begi 
nald Bat even counting the force he had brought 
with him, they could not hope to defend the residency 
should any regular attack be made by the rebels, who 
had earned pCf several guns, winch many of them were 
well able to ser%e 

“ Tour only resource then. Colonel Ross, is to allow 
me to escort you to the city, within the walls of 
which you and your parly uiU, I trust, find protec 
tion” said Reginald. 

Colonel Ross, after a short consultation with his 
ofiicers, accepted the ofier, and preparations were at 
once made for moving Reginald enjoyed a few 
minutes' conversation with Violet and Nuna. The 
latter, poor girl, was in a state of great anxiety at not 
heating from Captam Bnmetl. The horaemen. had 
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l)ccn recognized from the residency as belonging to 
his regim6ht,' and fears had been expressed in her 
presence^ that he had fallen. Violet did her best to 
• console' her, by suggesting that they had been detached 
for some separate duty, when they might have been 
tempted to join the mutineera ; or perhaps that they 
had deserted while encamped, without injuring him or 
those who remained faithful to their colomu 

Some elephants had been procured to carry the 
ladies and the articles of chief value ; and most of the 
oflicers had their hoi'scs, though some had been carried 
off by the rebels Scouts had been sent out in all 
directions to ascertain the movements of the mutineers ; 
and two of them now camo back with tho intelligence 
that tho men of tlio sepoy regiment having been joined 
by another wliich had marched across tho border, as 
well ns by tho cavalry and native gunners with their 
guns, they were adranciog on tile cantoDnients. bTo 
time, therefore, was to bo lost. The ladies, incluiUng 
Iilrs. Jloloiiy, were immciliatcly placed on tho elephants 
— two of which animals wero also employed in dragging 
tho remaining field-guns; Iho Kiggago was secured, and 
the order to advance was given. 

Just at that moment a sowar was seen rapidly 
Coming up from tho direction of the city ; whom, as lio 
approached, Reginald recognized OsS his ffiithful ally, 
Rux’wjo 

"Alas, 0 Rajah I alas I" lie oxcliiimcd, "I bring 
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sad tidings. Scarcclj hid yon left the gates of the 
city when a tumult arose, and the houses of many per- 
sons supposed to he favourable to y ou were attached. 
Several people were killed, and others narrowly 
escaped with their lives. Tho whole population are 
up in arms Loud cries am raised against the Eng 
lish and those who support them ‘ Down wiUi the 
foreign njahl’ is tho cry of oveiy one, while they 
swear that should 3 on return they’ ^nII destroy you 
and all y our friends. The armed men broke into the 
pnsou, and liberated all tho prisoners. Among these 
were Klian Cochht and tho slave Bikoo, who did their 
utmost to increase the tumult Tho khan declared 
that tho old rajah had made him his successor , and be 
began to address the people, promising them freedom 
from all tascs, and universal liberty A considerable 
number sided with him, and ho was marching in 
tnumph to take possession of the palace, when a 
strong pvrty of duels and others who knew he spoke 
fdsely attacked him, whereupon bis followers ere put 
to flight, and he himsdf cut to pieces. Seeing how 
things were going on, and fearing that you might return 
unprepared, I duiguised myself as you see mo, and 
galloped otf to bnng you the uitclh"ence *' 

After Reginald had held a consultation with Colonel 
Ross It was agreed that any attempt to enter the city 
would be madness , while it would be impossible to 
defend themselves m the residency, or in any part of 
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■been recognized from the residency ns belonging to 
Ills regiment, and fears had been expressed in her 
presence that he had fallen. Violet did her best to 
console her, by suggesting that they had been detached 
for some separate duty, when they might have been 
templed to join the imitinccra ; or perhaps that tliey 
had deserted wliile encamped, without injuring him or 
those who remained faithful to their colours. 

Some elephants had been procured to carrj’ the 
ladies and the articles of chief value ; and most of the 
oflicers had their boises, though some had been carried 
off by tho rebels Scouts had been sent out in all 
dh-ectious to ascertain the movements of tho mutineers , 
and two of them now came back with the intclligonco 
tliat tho men of tho sepoy regiment having been joined 
"by another wliicli had marched across tlio border, as 
well as by the cavalry and native gunners with their 
guns, they were advancing on tho cauloament'r No 
time, tlicrcforo, was to bo lost Tlio ladies, including 
Mrs Jloloiiy, were immediately placed on tlio elephants 
• — two of which animals were also employed in dragging 
tho remaining field*g«nsj tho l«ggago was socurcxl, and 
the order to advance was given. 

Just at that nioiuoni a sowar was seen rapidly 
coming up from tho direction of tlio citj' ; ivhom, as he 
approached, Reginald recognized as his faithful ally, 
Buxsoo 

"Alas, Q HaJ/jjAl eiaa-,*’ ta 
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sad iidiDgs Scarcely had you left tlie gates of the 
city ^hon a tumult aro^e, and ttio houses of many per- 
sons supposed to bo fasourable to jou svero attacked 
'Se\cral people "were killed, and others uarrorfli 
• e«5capcd with their Uses. The whole population nro 
up m. arms Loud cncs aro raised against tho Eng- 
lish and those who support them ‘ Down with the 
foreign rajah T is tho cry of every ono, while they 
swear that should jou return they will destroj jou 
and all j our fnenda Tlio armed men broke into tho 
pnsou, and liberated all tho prisoners. Among these 
were Klian Cochfit and tho slaNC Bikoo who did then 
utmost to increase tiio tumult. Tho khan declared 
that tho old rajali had made Imu his succi-ssor , and ho 
began to address the people, promising them freedom 
from nil taxes and nmacrsnl libertj A considerable 
number tided with him and ho was niarchuig m 
triumph to take possession of tho palace, irKtii a 
strong part> of chiefs and others who knew ho spoke 
fahdj attacked him, whereupon Ins followers were put 
to flight and ho hiin^df cut to jncces. Seeing how 
things w cro going on and hanng that y ou might return 
nnittpnrcil, I di'igui'-ctl n)j-«K?ir as you eeo me, and 
galloped off to bring yon the intelligence 

AAcr Reginald had hold a consultation with Colonel 
Bow, it was agrc'xl thatan> attempt to enter tho citj 
would Ih. inaln..s.a, while it would K unpo^j^iblc to 
dcfind thtuiicUcs m Ihe rcaidtnc.i, or in nnr part of 
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becJi ^recognized from the msidencj as belonging to 
his regiment, and fears had been expressed in her 
presence^ that ho liad fallen. Violet did her best to 
console her, by suggesting that they had been detached 
for some separate duty, when they might have been 
tempted tO join tlio mutineers ; or perhaps that they 
had deserted wliilo encamped, •^^dthout injuring him or 
those who remained faithful to their colours 

Some elephants had been procured to catry the 
ladies and the articles of chief value ; and most of the 
oflicers had their horecs, though some had been carried 
off by the rebels. Scouts hod been sent out in all 
dli'ections to ascertain Uio movements of the mutineers ; 
and two of them now came back with the intcUigonco 
that the men of the sepoy regiment having been joined 
by another which had marched across the border, as 
well as by the cavalry and native gunners with their 
guns, they w'cr© advancing on tho cantonments. No 
time, therefore, was to bo lost. Tho ladies, including 
iirs. Jfolony, were immediately placed on the elephants 
——two of which anima!.s were also employed in dragging 
the remaining field-guns; the l»aggogo was secured, and 
tho order to advance was given. 

Just at that moment a sowar was seen rapidly 
coming up from tho direction of tho city ; whom, as he 
approached, Reginald rccognizetl ns his faithful ally, 
Buxsoo 

“Alas, 0 Rajah I alas!" ho exclaimed, "I bring 
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tlias prepared as well as circumsiances avould allow, 
fw any attack which might he made upon tlicin Thc^ 
were not howc\er, uuohsencd The ofTiCera through 
their field glasses made owt in tho far distance a 
miuiher of armed men on foot entlcntly wTitchiug 
flicir movements and dirtctl^ aftenrards thc«e were 
joined hy a body ol hop^e which ad\anced much 
ncarvr Colonel Ross on this immcdiatclj colled a 
halt and ordci'cd the guns to bo prepan-d for action 
while Ecgmal I drawing up Ins siuall bodj of cavolrj 
made ready to charge dircctlj the guns had dcli\ crod 
their fire Tlio bold front thus shown by the htllo 
jiartj awed tho mutineers howcacr who wheeled rouhd 
luid galloped oiF to a safe distance So again tlio 
partj adiaaecd and made such progress that before 
evening (he hills thej hoped to reacli appeared in sight 
Luxsoo now dashed forward to prepart the na{i\es 
for tho am\-al of the young mjab. Ho went with 
c^orJ hope of «iucces3 but Reginald had hia doubts 
on the subject indeed ho had seldom before felt so 
cast down He had contemplated gi\ mg up his 
go% eminent avith becoming digmtj , amid the tears and 
regrets of a faithful people , but now be found himself 
suddenly discarded by those he was so anxious to 
■sene Ho recollected too that he had left (ho precious 
documents which ^afler so much labour he had sue 
coeded in obtaining m tl e rel>el citv Shoul I the 
palace be burned as was lut too liLtlj to he the case 
"I 
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tho cnntonments. TUo colonel inquiicd whctlier there 
■was not Boine stiong building in the neighboxuhood, of 
which tlioy might tako possession and fortify it ; where, 
if piovisions could bo obtained, they might hold out 
till relieved by a British force. ' ‘ 

“There are several towards the south/' replied 
Bussoo ; “but the rebels swarm in that direction, the 
•whole population being up in arms ’’ 

There was, however, a hilly district a few miles to 
tho north, ho said, inhabited by a tribe who were 
neither Mohammedans nor Hindoos, and to whom con- 
sequently the clmpattics had not been sent Tlicy 
had always remained faithful to tho rajnli of -Allaha; 
poor, and irould certainly receive the young nyalnrath 
open arms. If they could reach that district, they 
would there bo able to throw up fortifications, and 
defend themselves for any length of time against such 
a force as the enemy were likely to assemble in that 
quarter. 

Tlie plan pi'opose<l •was Ihcir only nitomative, and 
Colonel Koss at'onco agreed to it, 

. Guided by Bu'woo, tho party immediately directed 
thoir course -northv.anl. Burnett’s insurgent cavolrj* 
had disappeared, and none of tho mutinous scjioyfl 
A\crc in slghl, so they ad^Anccd as rapidly as tho slow- 
stepping elephants could move. Tlie native troops 
wore ill tho van, the few horvjTnen on cither flank, 
while the ihitiah brought «p the rear. They were 
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Ibns prepared, ns well as citcamstanccs woxild allo^\, 
for onj attack wlncb nwght be made tuton tliem Tlicy 
were not, howe\er, unobser\cd The otBccxs, tIjtoiigU 
tbeir field-glasses, made out in the far distance a 
number of armed men on fool, CMdentlj watcLing 
their movements , and directly afterwards these were 
joined bj a body oi horse, which ad\anccd much 
nearer Colonel Koss on this immediately called a 
halt, anil ordered the guns to be prepared for action , 
while Reginald, drawing up his small body of cavalry, 
made ready to cliargo directly the guns had delivered 
their fire. The bold front thus shown by the little 
party aired the motiueew, hoirerer, irho wheeJed ronhd 
and galloped off to a safe distance So again the 
party advanced, and made sudi progress that before 
evening the hills they hoped to reach appeared in sight 
Bussoo now dashed fonrord to prepare the natives 
for the arrival of the young rajah. He went with 
every hope of success, but Reginald had his doubts 
on the subject , indeed, he Lad seldom before felt so 
cast down. He had contemplated giving up lus 
gov emment with becommg dignity’, amid the tears and 
regrets of a faithful jicople , but now he found hun'self 
suddenly discarded by those be was so anxious to 
«erve. He recollecfetl too that he had left the precious 
documents wluch,»''fter so much hl>our, he had suc- 
ceeded in obtaining m the rebel city bhould the 
palace be burned, as was lut too likcK to' he the case 
-ss 21 * ' 
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tlicj nould lio irrotriti ably lost All !us biight bojws 
nugbt tliuHinnish, for althougb Colonel Iloss ivotild Lc 
conMiJC.d that Ihev liad csj^ttnl, andMonhl not sup- 
pose th*it ho had dccei\cil him, jtt, after all, lio might 
bo Unable without them to proit his claim to his title 
and c-sLatps, and would be reduced again to the position 
of a iicedj ad\cnturcr Thus the colonel might be 
umMlhng to trust his daughters happiness to Ins keep- 
ing Inclined to look, at eici^ thing from a gloomy 
point of new, then ho uas prepared for a cold, if not 
for a hostile, reception ftom tlio Mllngers 

He lias anxious too, though certain!} in a much 
less degree about rmtliAd He Imd left the trgicss 
shut up 111 her usual alode m tlio palace, under cliaigo 
of her keeper , but tho man might bo killed oi he 
might neglect her, and sho would Ic staned to death , 
or should tfio rebels break into the palaco, tliey would 
undoubtodl} kill her He had therefore httle hope of 
again seeing his faiountc 

The day was now drawing to a dose, and Huxsoo 
had not letuincd. Perhaps tho jicople had fleil , and 
if so, they must just pitch their camp m tho strongest 
pasilion to be found, and make such preparations for 
defence as time would allow Hia spirits howcier, 
rcviNccl \\hcn he saw a laigc concourMj of some 
what saTa,,o looking fellows coinc*ru&liing foiwai-d 
■with Buxsoo at their htail As soon ns tho\ caught 
sight of the young rajah thej b^nn leaping and shout 
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mg, and firing off their matchlocks, and as ho rode up 
to them they uttered their hearty welcomes, kissing 
ins hands, and exliibitiiig e\ery mark of affection. As 
no time was to he lost, at Ins desire thej led the way 
hack to their village, near which Colonel Ross, with a 
soldier’s e} e, qmcklj selected a spot for the encamp- 
ment. By throwing up entrenchments round it, he 
considered that tliey might fortify- themsches suffi 
cicntly to offer an effectual resistaneo to an enemy 
It contamed also a spring of water, an important con 
sideration. The viUagei^, besides, were charged to 
collect all tlie pro\ i»ious possible from far and near for 
the use of the garrisoa 

Colonel Ro«s and Ins ofheers, before l;iug doiMi, 
designed a plan of the fortibcatious, winch Buxsoo and 
Wnaoer Smgli undertook, with the aid of the natives, 
to commence immcdialdy The latter showed Uiem- 
«eKes wiUiug labourers, and immediately assembled with 
their muskets slung over their shoulders and pickaxes 
m their belts. All night long they were heard work- 
ing away, oue party reheving the other, Colonel Ross 
and hio officers taking it in turns to superintend them 
Before daj light the two guns were in position, and con- 
siderable progress had been made in the work While 
some of the villagers were labourmg on the entrench- 
ments. others uore emplcyed m collecting proMsions, 
and thus the hopes of the jiar^ that thej should bo 
able to make an effectual resistance rose considerably 
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Alnjor Jlolojiy nml Cnptaiii JIawkc«foul now under- 
took to drill fi number of tbc peojdc, who would, it wa? 
believed, make vmy eUlciont eoldtcrs, ftltbough their 
firearms v i re mostly of a wretched description Colonel 
Hoss and Reginald, however^ were lx)th cxeessively 
anxious, as they know — irhat others did not — that they 
had but a limited nmotiiit of ammunition, and should 
they be subjected to a prolonged attack the whole 
might be cxliaustcd; and tho j)Owder jwsscssed by the 
natives \v»i3 of too coarse a description to be employed 
in their fiicarms. I 

Still no tidings had come of Burnett, and Eoginald's 
fears for his friond’a safely increased, TJjc fate of the 
casket, too, was continually in his mind. Ho blamed 
himself for not having cUlici sent It to Colonel Ross for 
safe keeping, or despatched it by a trusty messenger to 
Calcutta. But the risk of the latter proceeding was, ho 
had considered, too great in the present tbsturbed state 
of the country. Had it been left with Colonel Ross, 
he would now Irnvc Imd it He told Violet of his 
anxiety, and she codcavouicd to console him with the 
hope Uiat tlic papere might escape destruction. 

‘'If they are lost, my dear Reginald, and you are 
deprived of your rightful inheritance, it will be my 
pride and joy to try and make amencks to you for 
your loss of foifcune, and I am very sure that my father 
would not retract his promise under any circumstances 
nhtch may occur ” TThat lover could desire more ? 
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RcginaUl — to \\ell as c^c^y man m tho — l>eing 

fuU^ cm]»lo_jC(\ Ourmg U>e dsy, l>o Lad but oppor- 
tujuties of scojog ViolcL Slie, on her hail tLo 
task of ciulcaaounn" to comfort poor NiiR'^» ''Lo was 
almost m clospau alyn»l Bmuclt. ^ 

RcginaLl cmkaaotinnl lo olitaui mfonnation of wlint 
was going fora aid In moans of ^ending out "coiits in all 
directions. TIio mtclligcnco t^le^ Litiiiglit tack «ns 
more and more alamuog Ever) dij the news was 
that tlio sepoys Lnd riMii m fi\sL directions Fo-irfiil 
maasaerts tad tnktii phoc at Cawnpotr, 3Mbj, and 
mnnerona oilier cities. A small totlj of Eiiropeans v as 
vA \jv,^V.ww« , tvwd O.vi 

opijijDii was that Bnli'iL rule m India wvs for ever at 
an end 

llie natiscs Iia\t >it to Uani of wliat ttnlf tho 
Eiij'L h are unde oWcrvctl Colonel "WLcn 

the I iiropian TT^niiirntH ntUmcc to ILl ri^cuc, the} 
ndl fotm adid«nnt opinion 

Ills calm ttmjKT and the gootl spirits he muntamed 
cncoiingrtl liis eonnlrj men, and contntnl'Hl much 
tow mis in luemg the natives to remain faithful At 
prc'cnl tliM hs 1 lijt Utlc Aar of king ptfaclec} ns 
the Mnnits rt-jHirtcd Hut (ho large i miriitsr of the 
rel«li cillnr occupie*! Dvllii or wire coiicentritmg 
rnuil ('awni*on an I I ucknow Still there were 
MitliCKiil miiid" Pi in other |>lncts to j rove fomiidnWo, 
sin ihl tin V <h'^t„'Tl In nlt-ck t|je f rL 
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In the racautimo, all was not peace witliin tlio small 
circle of their community. Reginald bad told no one of 
Captain Hawkcsfoi-d’s conduct, but that officer scarcely 
attempted to conceal his liatred of him, and took every 
opportunity ’of making unpleasant remarks, especially 
in the presence of Violet and Colonel Ross, — though 
they weVo Of Such a character that Reginald could not 
well notice, them Ho know Violet’s opinion of Captain 

Hawkesfdrd, liowever ; and he believed that her father 
did not hold lum in much higher estimation 
’ Tho fact ywas that Captain Hawkesford felt almost 
confident that Reginald had left tlie casket, with its 
valuable contents, behind at Allahapoor; and he calcu- 
lated, not snthout reason, that they would never bo 
recovered. * Ho scaixicly concealed his satisfaction, 
therefore, when intelligence was brought that tho palace,' 
after being ransacked by the populace, had been com- 
pletely burned to the ground Reginald hoard tho 
news with a quivering lip, though ho endeavoured to 
hide his feelings, 

" It is as I feared,” ho said to Violet " My only 
hope now is tlmt I may have an opportunity of win- 
ning fame'ahd fortune by my sword; and for your 
sake I will strive to do so, or perish in the attempt 
For myself, I confess that, after tho brief oxperionco I 
have had of the little satisfaction wc.altli and splend- 
our can alTonh I would rather live m a quiet home in 
England, devoting Tnyself to doing nil the good in tnv 
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power to my humbler neighbours than be compelled 
agnin to play the part of an Onental ruler 

Behe^e me Regmall I would fir rather share 
that humble home with jou than tecomo the bride of 
Uie most wealthy noble m the land said Tjolet 
gazmg affectionately at him 

Wliat more could Bcgmald wish ? 

I trust dearest that our wishes may be accom 
plishcd and that it may be the will of Heaven, that wc 
shall return m safety to Old England he replied. 

The thought of poor Faithful came into Bcgmald s 
mmd Tliat unfortunate animal confined in her den 
must ha\o penshed miserably m the flames. Ho truly 
gneved leas for the loss of oU Ins treasures than he did 
for his strange pet — so gentle ivith him in spite of 
her sivago nature so attached and who ha 1 rendered 
him such essential een ice Her sad fate mil 
go well nigh to break honest Dick s tender heart 
when he hears of it he said to himself I wish 
too that 1 h'vd Dick back. I fear however that ho 
w ill find great difticulty m geltinit up the country and 
I almost hope tliat lie will not make the attempt 
Captain ITaukcsford after this became still more 
oierbeanng and almost insulting m his conduct act 
he so far kept within hotmcL that Reginald could not 
e^en lad he mshed it under the circumMances in 
which tl ej nere placed have found a aalid reason for 
quarroHing \\ itli him. 
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Though Reginald, of necessity, as'^nmcd the character 
of a chief among the natives, he did duty ^\*ith the 
English officers, — visiting Uic outposts and sentries 
■whenever liLs tinn cajoc The strictcbi w’atch "ivas 
hcpt, for their position ■was well known at Allahapoor, 
and it nas luoiGv than piohaUo that an ‘expedition 
from that.eil^' would set out to attack them 

Reginahrwas one night going his lound-s, the moon > 
ehining bngbfcly> when he appioachcd one of the English 
sentries at- an outpost ITe stopped for a moment to 
ohservc'thc soldior-liko appearanco of the man, nho 
stood, mubket in hand, wlent and rigid ns a statue. 
Ho vas ahout to speak, nlien his eye fell on a crouch- 
ing form stealing along amid the tall grass, ■wlijch com- 
pletely concealed it from the soldioi It was a tiger,' 
and the creatuio seemed about to spring on the sontincl. 
Iloginald di'Cw a pistol from his l>oIt, and nus on llio 
|>oint of cocking it, at U>c aaine time sbouting out to 
the sentry to-be on lusginnl, — %\hen the animal, in. 
stead of springing at the man, caiiio bounding towanls 
himself, uttering a purring sound % cry unlike the UMini 
roar of a tiger, lilt' iitit iustaut Jic JiTognln'd laith- 
ful, who had only just then discoxcnsl him TIo Ind 
just lime to sliont to the scntry~— iilio was bringing 
hii pii'cc to Iii?» slioerIJcr — to stop him fmm tiring, or 
ID anotlior instant I’ailliful would proKablv h.sic Iki-ji 
- hot tlir..ngli tb»‘ l>fsh She pun«-»l and fauiicd «ui 
her master, and took cscry tncaus of ahowjn-j her do- 
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light at having again met him, though he could not 
help suspecting that she had approached the sentry with 
no very peacerul intentions. As he stroked her head 
and neck, his hand caroo ip cuphmt with a thin chain, 
and, to his surprise' and infinitc.salisfaction, he found 
secured to it the casket ho had’gtven up as lost. 

Having finished his rounds, accompanied by Faith- 
ful, ho returncil to tlio fort to ci'aminc his prize, and 
to ascertain that all was safe within, By 'tho light 
of a lamp which burned in Ida hut he now perceived 
that poor Faithful looked very tldn^ and wretched ; 
and knd^dtig that, pressed by hunger, she might prove 
dangcrouS'to some of Ids companions’ he'immcdiately 
despatched a native to bring in a portion of a sheep 
to ealisfy her craving appetite. In Ule ’meantime he 
eagerly opened the casket, the key’of^wliich ho had 
about hw j’cr’on Tho papers wero safe,- nnd ho found 
another document secured to the bottom of tho case. 
It was in Tlindoostancc, and cliarged any one' who 
found It to carrj’ the otskcl to Reginald, with tho 
pronds: of a handsome reward for doing so. 

• Bciiiles this, there vras a long account of tho way 
m which the casket had been rescued by the writer 
at tho burning of the palace. -Ho erpressed an evi- 
dent ri'gird for him. and him that there were 

many who cnlcrtaiucd the same feeling, warning him, 
at the r.anio tini'', th^t it would be d-mgerous for him 
. to n't.nn to the city. Uongh the pni>cr was not 
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Signed, Reginald at once knew tliat it must have come 
from Ills Christian fnend, Bliuniia Singh In smaller 
characters — so as, if possible, to escape the obscrv ation of 
an oi-dinaiy reader — was a fnitlier piece of intelligence 
The WTitor had also rescued Faithful fiom the jialacc, 
and had kept lier, he said, at lus house, till it vas 
impoitant to send her oft. lie had great difticulfc}, 
howcaci, in feeding her, notwithstanding v Inch she 
had remained oh gentle ns usual, nppaicntly under 
standing the object he had in view “ And now the 
time has aniaed," he added. "It is well knowm 
whevo jou aw , and an expedition, consisting of liorso 
and foot, with several guns, is about to sot out tu 
attack j ou Knowing tho bm\ crj of j oui companions, 
however, I do not despair of jour being aWo to do- 
fund 3 ourselves, and if I can hcai of any of jour 
fueuds in the neighbottihooil, I will -^end thorn wortl 
of join sitiiatjon, and urge them to conic to jour 
relief ’ 

.lUthough Reginald would have waited till the next 
morning to announce to Colonel Ross hw txtmordinnrj 
icco\ery of the ca-skcl, the warning lie had rccenetl of 
the inlemled attack ho coiiMdcred to lie too unjioitint 
to bo nogkclcil fo*" a monieut Lowing the tiuskit 
in tho hut tlierofore, under the charge of I’aithful, — 
liciiig \trj «ure tint no one xaouM ciitur to carrj it od 

ho hasleiiid to Coloin.1 Ko ■j’s •jmrUi't In a f(vv 
MonJi ht naml il what had oCt-umtl, and gaxe tho 
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loHJortant iiiformatiou he had received The colonel 
having congratulated him warmly on the recoiery of 
his papers next timed to the consideration of the best 
mode of receiving the expected attack. 

* Did rre but po'^css an ample supply of iwivder, 
we might hold out as long as the enemj arc likel3 to 
besiege Ibo fort and depeo 1 on it if they meet with 
a stout renstance thej will •soon los"* patience and 
move off to attack some other le"^ well defended 
I laco But if they persevere for any length of time 
our want of ammunition may prove fatal to us Our 
onl} re^urco then will be to make a desperate saUj 
and to tapture tVicii guns and tumbnls. 

dt any moment the fort might be attacked for 
os the paper brought by Faithful was not dated it 
was di&cult to sa^ how long it bad been on its 
journey From the tigress starved appearance Regi 
nald thought it hkely that she might have been de 
lascd, and that to a certainty she must have come 
bj the cantonments where after e«capmg from the 
citj she would search for him It was therefore settlerl 
that a strong force should at once ho stationed on the 
lines, and {he ad\ once goad pushed still more fonvard 
Tlie ncccs-arj orders liavmg been given and Ilegi 
add Icing relieved he returned to his hut to sleep 
w ith a lighter heart than he liad possessed for manv 
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DESpeitATi' MXTB OT irPiia#— TOE roBT *Tr»cKEi>~->.E»r» 0r Bcsvrrr— TBS 

' sonine — captaw nlvsesrobss tmcacoczy— rAjinrcL strEMts nra 

AlASrSlI — B?]lVETrA>D BIS TllOOPeitS COBC to TRI BESCBE— CVCS CAf- 

TirKEiv— TBt rot per TO ruottr — ^fatxop c.ArritY OAtrKuFOBtv — a tuu- 

— BRTTSR KEY'S— TBC'rORT AOAIY ATTACKSB— AWtta iCTPEKSE— «*SHt 
TARE TO ruaDT—roftt crACCATSB— ms UAjirn— pvMrso — a ftebcs <b 

DAncBRKT— ntoivAtn tirr troutoro ov tn* batti* rrM4>— neusmo 
roRCE ATPRARS— rAirurvt. aoaiy roonen nu MAtitn— picx rueovzsi 

liRR— CRITISO TinOILfOVB— RtOrXAVO RRCOTETIBO— (ISTARt TO CAACbTfA 
— ORATB OP PAtrsrpb— roTAOB ooitE^^o'tnmoK 


f HE colonol^s bungalow, tliough indcly con- 
structed, bad been made os comfoiiablo as 

\ 

circonistauccs would allow. Reginald, os may 
be supposed, proceeded to it at on early liour, 
and was welcomed by Violet in the broakfimt-roout 
Her father had not told, her of what had occurred, and 
Reginald was thus the iirsit to give her the satisfaclory 
intelligence. 

“ I ara indeed thaukfnl, for j*our fake," she answered, 
as she took his hand ; "and tho recovei^* of the ca.sk ct 
will encourage us to trust 0»al wo may yet bo carried 
through all the danger, and difficulties which Burrouiul 
us. I lis%c iievi-r di>»pairo«l, and ha\o placed full con- 
fidence in tlie lo^o and mercy of God Whatevir he 
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onlcrs IS for tlio best, I kno’tr, tlioufjh I cannot tell 
T\hy he lias allowed so uian> of our unfortunate 
countrymen and countrywomen to pcn'-li miserably 
It may bo that he intends to give an imi>ortant lesson 
to the surv i\ oi-s and to remind us that our Gov eminent 
has not ruled this country as a Clmstian people ought 
to have done or tahen eflt.claal means to spread his 
on! among the l>ei«ghtcil inhabitant'^ 

‘ That idea Im occurred to me more than once ’ 
said KcgmaUl ‘ I have been ready enough to support 
and trust to the Christians but I have dont, nothing 
to spread tlic gospel amoDg them , but if I ever again 
have tho power, I will try to do so 

Wo may have the power some day ONchiraed 
Violet. If we cannot do so m person wo mav afford 
suppoit to the rmssionancs who oiv ready to venture 
then lues among the heathen for the sake of carrying 
to them the Ue«scd gospel I am sure that we shall 
be bound to do our ntmest with Iho means winch may 
be placed at our disposal 

3S either Rcgmald nor V lolet forgot this conversation, 
Dav after day went by wiQiout any news of the 
approach of the rebels. At length many in the fort 
began to hope that the enemy would not appear Some 
even proposed that they should abandon the fort and 
making their way to the Ganges descend tho river to 
the nearest post occupied by the Bntish To this 
however Coload Boss wan strongly opposed irom 
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the infoimation he received, he Icuow that the wliolo 
country swarmed -with rebels ; and these would certainly 
attack thorn in the open countiy, even if tlioy "were 
not followed by the insui^nts in boats from the city. 
The idea, therefore, was abandoned, and every efibrt 
was made to strengthen the fortificatiDns. 

Captain Hawkesford still ejdiibited liis ill-feeling 
towaida Bcginald. • AVliether or’not he know anything 
of tlie recovery of the casket, it "was impossible to say ; 
but, unabashed by Violet’s indifference, if not disgust, 
he continued to pay her attention whenever ho got 
an opportunity, as if h^'still entertained some hope of 
displacing Reginald in her affections. She could not 
feel otherwise than offended; but she knew it was 
important, at iJiat time, not to' create any ill-feeling 
among the few officers who surrounded her father, and 
she therefore did not complain to him, os she might 
other>viso havo done 

At length, one day one of the scouti, who had gone 
out in disguise in the direction of tlie city, came hurrj'- 
ing in with tlic intelligence Uint n largo force was 
marching northwnnl, proUably ^yith the intcnlioir of 
attacking the fork They might bo o.'spcctcti to apficar 
before noon on the following day. Tlie loyal jiati\c8, 
who had by this time been organized and well diillcd, 
were therefore summoned io, irith their irives and 
children, a.s were also all the people wdiow dwellings 
were situated in espos^ ailuatious, and were llkelj' to 
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be destroyed by tho enemy. An timple supply of pro- 
visions bad been stored for such an emergency, so that 
tbeie ^rns no fear of starvation. Tho scarcity of ain- 
rnuiiition was their chief cause of anxiety, and orders 
wero issued not to throw a shot away. 

The day passed away wiUiont the appearance of tho 
enemy. At night, however, cveiy one was on tho 
alert, as it iras thou^t ptohabh that tho roheh, un- 
aware that their approadi was known, might attempt 
to surprise them ' ' 

Dawn broke, and still all was quiet ; but as the sun 
rose, an officer, who had climbed to a look-out station 
on a neighbouring height, with his field-glass observed 
the glittering weapons of a largo body in tbo far dis- 
tance. He hurried down with the intelligence j and in 
a short time the adi*aucmg host, composed of a body 
of ca\ airy, several pieces of artillery, and a laige number 
of foot, could be seen fiom the fort itself It^Ta3 evi- 
dent Ibal the enemy were aware of the stiength of the 
place, but expected quickly to capture it \ntb this 
ovei « helming force TJio garrison, however, undaunted, 
prepared for its defenca Tho ladies were placed in the 
rear of the fort, situated behind some rocks, where they 
would be protected from the shot Tho horses wero 
also picketed in a sitoaUon as much ns possible out of 
hann’s way. 

The enemy, trusting to their numbers, came on 
boldly, haltmg at a little distance to reform their ranl^ 
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and immedintel}’ ojyijcd ft hot fire on tbo fort TIic 
ganison replied, to itwitli spirit, tlie two guns being 
worked by tho artillerymen with great rapidity, -It 
appeared as if the enemy were aljout to take the place 
by storm, when tho hotreception they met with induced 
them to abandon tlirir design ; and so great was tho 
execution made by tho two guns of the fork that they 
at length retreated beyond their rnuge, and firing on 
both sides ceased 

Gladly would Colonel Ilo33'ha\c husbanded his am 
munition, but bad a feeble fire been kept up at 6rst, 
it 3rould have encouraged tho enemy to come on with 
greater determination. Several of the garrison had 
been killed or wounded, but none of the ofiicers had 
fallen As soon as jicssible, therefore, Reginald lias- 
teued to assure Violet of his owm and her father’s 
safety. On hearing that' tcvoral men had been 
wounded, however, she and two or three other ladies 
entreated to be allowed to assist Dr Giabam in attend- 
ing to them , but ho replied that as yet he could do 
without their assistance. Ho was glad, howe^ei, ei'O 
long to accept then oflei, when lie and his assistant- 
surgeon found their strength almost exhausted by tlie 
number of wonnded brought to them 

•Tlio following day the enemy recommenced firing as 
before, and again retreated towards evening This 
sort of work continued foi many days jji succession, 
every clay imliappily imacasing the miniber of the 



A DESPFRATE STATE OF AFFKlRS 


511 


1 illcd and ■wounded m the garrison. Colonel Ross and 
Reginald Inppilj remained unhurt, ns did Jlajor 
Molonj and Captain Uawl esford Sc\ era! olbcers, how- 
ever Imd been more or less hurl , and In o had been shot 
dead ns bad been three Faropcan soldiers while nork- 
jug the guns The nalnes Ijehaved nith courage and 
lidelily, notiiithslaiidjng the nwnj among them iiho 
fell Still c\ orj day iras reducing thcjr store of nm 
lutindton , and the colonel knew that ere long, if the 
same fire as heretofore naa kept up it must alto 
gclhcr fail llio Allaliapooi gunners could bo «cen 
working their guns, — tall folloivs \Mtli bare shoulders 
and anus, and ncldi ornamented turbans on their 
heads, veanug loose Irousnv and ^nlh long tulwirs 
hanging at their sides. Their shot, howcaor made 
lut little inipre-^sion on the ucU constructed earth 
Morhs Their fire was r» turned bj the guns from the 
firt, while the 1 nficld riflts, ncser silent seldom failed 
to bnng dniNm a foe Several gallant sorties were made , 
one of the ciioiny s gims was spikcal and another ncarlj 
brought in, when it stutk fist ui the rough ground 
mil b-ul to be aViandoneik Iheir own two guns how 
escr, from Icing eo constantly fired had Iccome almost 
worn out, an I would no longer earr} slut or onhinr^ 
canister The conltnls of the canisters were there 
f<ro euiplictl into stockings which wtro nimmcel home 
with greater cast, and Imcl with much clfi'ct 

n»p cnem) had cam*' on one das eicn mom deter 
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mined than before, it seemed, to succeed, when a 
report louder than usual was heard. One of the two 
guns in the fort had buret, killing three artillerymen 
and wounding others. 

" We Jnusl get possession of their guns and ammum- 
tion instead,” exclximed Colonel Boas, on bearing of it. 

“I will attempt to do so,” said Regmald "Are 
any ready to follow me?” 

There was no lack of Tohmteer?. 

"Stay,” said the colonel; "wc must consider the 
plan of operation most likely to succeed.” 

Notwithstanding the presence of the enemy heforo 
the fort, the scouts were still able to make, during the 
daik hours of night, and soraetimes oven in the day, 
their way in with intelligence. During the discussion 
a faithful sowar appioached, bolding a small strip of 
paper in his hand, which ho had ^brought carefully 
concealed about his person. It^ contained but a fow 
woids 

"I am at hand, and know how you are situated. 1 
purpose making a dash at the foe at sunrise on* the 
Cth of July. Do you be projured to co-operate ; and 
if you have a suilicient force, make a bold sortie, nml 
the day will bo cure. Delhi is invested Lucknow 
still holds out — Bounett.’* 

The news thus unexpectedly received inspired fresh 
courage into the hearts of all tho*yj to whom it was 
thought wise to commuiiicaU' tt Of course Burnclt’s 
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mined tlmn l>ofore, it seemed, to succeed, when n 
report louder than usual woi licanl. One of the two 
guns in Urn fori Iiotl tjursl, killing tlireo arlillerj'm™ 
and wounding others. 


“ Wo must get possession of tlieir guns anil ammuni- 
tion instead/’ exclaimed Colonel Rots, on hearing of it 
“I will attempt to do so,” . •aid Reginald. “Are 


any ready to follow met'’ 


There was no lack of volunteers. 

" Stay," said tlie colonel ; " wo must consider tlio 
plan of operation most likely to succeed ” 

Kolwithstanding the presence of, the enemy before 
the fort, the scouts were still Able to make, during tho 
datk hours of night, and sometimes even in tho daj, 
their way in with intelligence During tho discussion 
a faithful bowar approadicd. holding a small strip of 
paper in hia hand, which ho had ^brought carefully 
concealed about Ins person. It^ contained but a few 
words : — , ' '* 

“I am at band, and know how you are situated. 1 
purpose making a dash at the foo at sunrise on* the 
5th of July Do you be prepared to co-operate; and 
if you have a sufficient force, make a bold sortie, and 
the day vail be ours Delhi ia invested. Lucknow 
still holds out — Buukett’* 

The news thus unexpectedly received inspired fresh 
courage into the hearts of all those to whom it was 
thought wise to communicate it Of course Burnetts 
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projectccl ftllick And the sorho vrtTC kept profounill^ 
stcrcU Tlic news Ihit lus fnend was alive anil well, 
and sUU at the head oS a fiiOiful band afibriled un 
mitigated joj auJ salisfiction to Reginald, giving him 
fresh ho^vc He limgcil to cotninunicale llio welcome 
infoTination to Nuna and Violet but no time could be 
spartil, and he could only send a line on a slijv of 
paper to bid them bo of good cheer and to tell them 
Uiat Burnett vras safe 

A brief time only was required to settle what was 
best to bo done. Reginald undertook to lead the w hole 
force of cavalrj , which was to make a circuit from the 
Teat of the fort so that they might be concealed t\U 
they were ready to dash at the giiiia A part^ of m 
fautrj w ere at the ^nme time to be prepared to nisli 
forward to spike some of the guns and to drag the 
others w ithm the lines A doren Eurojwans w ith two 
of their officers, were to lead the partj of mfinlrj, 
composed of the most determined and liost divciphned 
natives. ThcseworctofolWwhen tliocavalr^.bavin-^ 
accompb&hod their first task — united, as tlic^ lioped 
would bo tlio COSO with Burnett s force — were to co\ cr 
Hio foot M tiiej rcturaod to tlio fort with the eaptutal 
gun. or pun.ue the enemy shouM they bo put to 
iligliL The unacrtaking .vas a liazarfous one con 
enlering the large foieo to be nllncled , but nil knew 
that danng deed, genenll, sneeecd wl™ timid pro- 
ceciliDga fail * 
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projectcil attack and ttio ‘fortio were, kept profoundly 
soesret TIjo news U»al hts fnend was nli\o and well, 
and still nt the head of n fntiifol lund, nfiorded un 
niitsgnted joy nod <atisfaction to Rcjjitiald, gniOj' liitn 
fresh hope IIo longed to comnninicatc the welcome 
mformalion lo Nuna and Violet but no time cotild bo 
spared, and ho could only send a lino on n shp of 
japer to bid them be of gootl cheer and to tell them 
Uiat Ihirnctt was safe 

A brief tiiao only \ras required lo sclllo uhafc was 
best lo bo done. Reginald xindertook to lead the whole 
force of ca\alr\, which was lo make a circuit from the 
roar of the fort, so that they might be concealed till 
they were ready to dash nt the gims. A party of ui 
fantry w ere at the same time to bo prepared to rush 
fonvard to spike somo of the guns and to drag the 
others witliin tho lines. A dozen Europeans wilh two 
of their ofliccrs were to lead the iwirtj of infmtrj, 
composed of the most dclcntuced and best disciplined 
natives These were to follow when tho cavalry , has ing 
accomphshed their first task — umted Jis they hoped 
would bo tho ease, with Burnett a force, — were to co\ cr 
the foot as they returned to tho fort with the captured 
guns, or pursue the enemy should they be put to 
flight Tho undertaking was a hazardous one con 
sidenng tho large force to be attacked , but nil knew 
that danng deeds gcncraUy succeed when tiimd jiro- 
ceedmga fail 
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Reginald hurried off with his gallant companions, 
to prepare their horses for the meditated sortie On 
passing tho women’s quaxters on his way to the rear 
of the fort, as it wanted but a shoit time to sunrise, 
he saw Violet, with Nuna and Mrs Molony, who had 
already risen and were on their way to the hospital 
huts, and he could not resist stopping for one moment 
to bid her And his young sbter faiewcll, — it might be 
for ever. Should he and his brave followers perish, 
what a temble fate might be theirs I lie instantly, 
however, banished the tliooght 

“ Heaven will preserve us, dear ones,” he said, as 
he embiaccd his sister and Violet ” I liave good news 
for all of us He on whoso account your licart has 
long been cast down has escaped all clangors, and is 
near at hand, and I hope ere long to see him and to 
return with him in triumph to the fort The cowardly 
rebels will not dare to face us. When we attack them 
in the open ground, they will fly hko cliaff bofoio the 
irind. TJioiigh Burnett does not tell us tho amount 
of tho force with him, I tiust that it will bo sufUciont 
to enable us to follow up our -victory and pjcvcnt the 
enemy from rallying.” 

A few more woixls only were spoken, and Reginald 
lumied on to the sjwt where tlio horses were picketed 
Tho men wore busily engaged in saddling tlieir steeds j 
whicli done, every one carefully examined bis arms, 
and felt that his sabre was loose in its scabbard 
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* Among the ofliccrs 'srho had voluntfercd to accora* 
panj him, Reginald xvas surpiiscd to find Captain 
IIa^^ kesford 

"I nas not nirai-e that j on were to accompany us,*’ 
• Reginald could not help observing 

“ I Imo tho colonels lca\c, and I wish to hn^o an 
opportunity this morning of proving which of us is 
the best ^woi-dsman," nnsweicd Captain Unwkesford 
m a peculiar tone "Wo have long been rivals 
and I intend to settle the matter one way or another 
before tho close of day," he niutlcrcvl 

"I have confidence m your galhnlry, and behove 
you to bo a gootl swordsman,’ answered Reginald, not 
hearing his latter remark 

In a few minutes all were ready , and tho order 
to march being given, each man sprang into hia 
saddle and fixed himself firmly m his seat. In 
perfect silence tho gallant troop of horse rode out 
of the fort, led by Reginald , while the infimby, 
who were destined to atUick thi? guns, stood ready 
for tho signal ho was to give,— a wave of his sabre, 
— when they were to jump from tho entrenchments 

• and rush onward to attack the foa The enemy’s 
guns had ali-cvdy been fired, and were replied to as 
usual l>v tlic fort, though many w ell knew that but a 
few rounds of ammimitjon remained 

Many an anxious eye watched tho progress of tho 
MMln Tl.q Inltca Mund llic last point bj ivliich 



SIS THE EN'EllY’S OUKS ATTACKED. 

they were concealed fiom the enemy. From this 
Jtegiuald could glance over the plain. He waited 
till, a ruddy glow appearing in the east, the upper limb 
of the sun was seen slowly ascending above the hoiizoa 
Passmg the word to the rcjar, lie struck his spuiN into 
liis horse’s flanks. Then turning his face to the fort, 
ho waved his bright scimitar in tho air and dashed 
forward, his fullo'ivers pressing close behind him, — while, 
at the signal, the infantry marched from the fort in 
compact Older. D.'wlung rapidly ibrwaixl for a few 
seconds, tliey halted to deliver their fire at tho gunners, 
who were already dispirited by the appearance of Ilegi- 
nald’s horsemen close upon them. Ho did not foil, as he 
uiged forward lus steed, to ca.st a look overthe plain 
— ^>vhcre, to his intense satisfaction, ho sa^7 A body of 
cavahy galloping out from behind a wood, with an ofHcer 
at their head, whom lie at once recognized as Burnett 
On they came, fleet as the wind, towards tho foe. 
Shouting to his meu that rcinforceracuts were at hand, 
Bcginald dashed forward. Numbers of tlie native 
ariillerj'iuen were cut down at tlicir guns, others fled 
towards the infantry, who' weie hastening to their 
rescue. So unexpected bad been tho sortie, that tho 
enemy were completely taken by surprise j the arras of 
tho infaiitiy being jiiled and the horses of tho cavalry 
picketed, while the men were at some distance from 
them Tho time occupied in tho attack on tho giujs 
enabled them to mount, by which time Reginald and 




A FIERCE CONFLICT 


551 


Burnetts troops haring united, thej, found a strong 
force dra*m up to encounter tliem ^ 

"‘Wo must go at tlicm, notwithstanding their 
numbers,” cned Bmtiett, and lie and Begmald lead- 
ing, and Icar ing the guns to bo earned into the fort 
bj the infontr}, tliej and their horsemen galloped 
forward to encounter tlio rebel ca%-nlr}, who, having 
made a circuit, were ondcarounng to rccajdure the 
guna The party who had been first m the saddle 
succeeded in cutting down some bm^o fellows who 
ucre spiking (he guns, nhen thc^ were met b) Regi- 
nald and Burnett s horse, h lerco was the conQict , 
sabiNs were cJasluiig, the men on both sides shnokiug 
hko demons. It seemed as if neither part} would 
gi\c wnj Still h\ slow degrees the rcl>el horsemen 
wciv diiscn Iwck- 

Ilcginald had seen Ciptam Hawkesford fierc.!^ 
cngagiNl wiUi a nalne oiliccr, as ho hiin'^clf dailunl «n 
to attack another whom he had just cut down, when 
he luard a loud cr\ behind him turning hi-, hcail, 
ho caught sight of h»s riral with his sword ophfitd 
to all apjxamnco about to cut him down. To tltfind 
himsi-lf was unixjp-aihlc, M another foe was aU'ajicing 
towards him. Tlie next moment Jio saw baithfu! — 
wl o, unknown to him I vl Ixxn fillowtng at Ins heels 
—sjnng at Captain ILawkesf rsl a throat. It was I ul 
a gUnc' f r tlu i»xt minuU he was ctmiH-heJ to 
engage in 1 1 rtal eiintot with a i^iwcrfu! chuf whom 
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ho well knew, aijd who was noted as being one of the 
best swordsmen in tho'country. In the heat of Iho 
fight ho had got soioowhat separated fiom Ins men, 
and he had to depend on his own skill and courage. 
Keither failed him ; and for soveral seconds he kept 
Ills enemy at* bay. Still, an imperfect guard would 
prove fatal j when again Faithful came to Ins assist- 
ance, aud springing on the chief dmggcd him to the 
ground. 

Tlio fall of one of llieir principal leaders disheartened 
those who witnessed it; and hard pi-csscd by Bur- 
nett’s well-disciplined Jiorscmcn, the whole of the 
rebel cavalry at length wheeled round and galloped off, 
hotly pursued by the former. It would liavc been 
prudent had Burnett and Reginald not pursued the 
flying enemy so far, for in the meantime the infantty', 
rallying, made a furious attack on the party which had 
captured their guns ; and, although repulsed, they 
succeeded in caivying off two of them, besides. tlioso 
which had been spiked. Their ammunition aud tum- 
brils were, however, captured by the Britisli. 

At length Burnett and Reginald, desisting from the 
pursuit, turned their horses’ heads towards the fort, 
when, 'succeeding in getting between it and the foe, 
they captured another gun Tlio infantry, though 
rapidly reti'cating, presented too formidable a front to 
allnw them Iho hope of successfully breaking through 
their niuka and putting them completely to tlio roui ; 






TIU ENFSn S ItETHFAT 


256 


ilic} therefore eonteulcd themselves bj' ho^ enng round 
the retreatm" force, “irHl hec|ung them in diech till 
the g:uns and nmmumtion were «ecuro withm the fort. 

Some time had been occupied by the events which 
Imo boon dc'-eribed and the pursuit had carried Kcgi 
nald and Burnett to a considerable distance from the 
fort Several of tbcir men had fallen and others had 
been BO batllj wounded as to bo scarcely able to sit 
their horses. The leaders were therefore compelled 
to restrain their eagerness, to assure those v,ho, they 
know, were anxioustj waiting for them of tlicir safety , 
and they i'Ctume<l at a slow pace IiaMiig to keep 
watch on the mo\cmcnts of the onvmy mease icgam 
mg tlicir courage tficj might again ad\ancc to the 
attack. TIic beaten foe hon e> or, showed no inclma 
Uon to do this and wore seen continuing their retreat 
to Allahajioor PryUallj the news of the siieco'isea 
alrcadj achieacd the Bntuli forces had reached 
them and thoj hail by this tirao abandoned the high 
hopes they had cntertainotl of dn\ mg Iho Fonnghccs 
from the country 

As lltginald an<l Burnett arrirerl at the f'pot where 
tliO hsnlest figliting had taken place, they w ero grie; ed 
to «co that many of their parti had fallen, Bcgi 
nail dismounted from h» horse for the j uq>ose <f 
ase* rlainiDg whtlhcr any of those who Jay scattered 
nlMnit on tie fill I still Irtalhcd At that moment 
i Aitliful came trotting tip to him anl Itwkcd up m 
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citj, and that Uioy threatened to tjjke Uie fort and 
destroy its gomson heforo doing so 

Colonel Ross did not conceal the infonnation ho had 
rccci\ctl * 'Wc must hold out os before as long os 
o\u ammunition lasts , and that failing as e must place 
the ladies and u'oundod m our midst and cut our vraj 
through Iho foe 

All sirore to fight m long as tliej had arms to meld 
their s\rord3 

Iwo <Ia}s passed away when about noon os the 
hot air quivered over the plain the blue and led uni 
foniis of the enemy a cavalry appeared in aighi Tlic> 
approached a vast honlc tlnonging up m the dis 
tanee. Coluaiii after coloroo of rnfftntry apjioared fol 
loning the caNailrj with numerous pieces of artillery 
Tho lelels were evidently intent on the utter dcstruc 
tion. of the fort The lesson given b) the mutineers 
at Delhi Cawnporo and inanj otlicr j Inccs •uamcdtlie 
Enghsh^and their allies against any attempt at nogotia^ 
tion. As tho fort 1 ad befoic icaistel with so small a 
garrison as it then possessed non when tl ey had 
several pieces of ortiHcrj and vrcic remforced with 
Burnetts horse they hal good leason to hope that 
ihej should bo able to resist the fiercest attack the 
mutineers vvctc Ukelj to make At Icugtli eauic the 
awful question Will the iiowder hold out? Colonel 
Re s 1 ad calculated tho hours it vvoull do so It 
would cncouiftge tho enemy avero ho not to letum 
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tlieir way through the cncany or caj)Hulate— which 
last alternative was not foi a moment to he enter- 
tained. News of varj’ing import reached tliem, brought 
in by the scouts. Ono thing wds certain, that although 
great success had been acliieved by the Britisli, the 
enemy still held together in large numbers. Conse- 
quently, encumbered as they would bo with sick and 
wounded, it would bo hazardous in the extreme were 
they to attempt to make their way through the 
country towards any of the cities already in the power 
of the English. Another consideration weighed greatly 
with Reginald ; he would not desert tlic villagers who 
had remained so faithful to him,— knowing, as ho did, 
that tho rebels of AUabapoor would certainly ^^■cak 
vengeance on their heads 

For SC'S cnil days tho ganison Iiad ciyoyed perfect 
tranquillity. Tlie colonel kept up the spirits of all the 
party by assuring them that relief would come, and 
urging them to bear patiently tho hardships they were 
now* called on to endure. Violet slio\red herself a 
true heroine, by over wearing a cheerful countenance, 
by her constant attention to tho sick and wounded, 
and by Irj'ing to keep up tho spirits of the other ladle*. 
Nona imitated her example. 

Tlicir trials, howe\cr, were not Q\cr. Intelligence 
pufiicicnt to alarm the tdosI slont-hcarle<l came in : that 
a force of tipw anls of twenty thou^aiw! men wa'i march- 
ing on Alkahaffoor, with Uie inteiiUou of occtipa ing that 



Till* ENEil\ S rCTUlO. 


S61 


cit), and that they threatened to t&he the fort and 
destroy garrison hefote doing so 

Colonel Uoss did not conceal tho information he had 
rcconcd must hold out as before, as long as 

om ammunition lasts , and that fading aves must place 
the ladies and wounded in our midst, and cut our way 
through tho foe" 

All Bwoic to fight na long as thej had arms to wield 
their swoixLs 

Two days passed away when about noon os the 
hot air qunered over the plain tho blue and red uni- 
fofiBS of Ibo caciB} s cai el/j* appeared] jb Sight Thej 
approached, a vast horde thronging up m the dis- 
tauc" Column after column of infantry appeared fol 
loiMng the easalrj with numerous pieces of artillcrj 
Tho rebels m ero c\ identl^ intent on the utter destruc- 
tion of the forh Tlic lesson given bj Ihc nuitmccra 
at Di-lhi Caw npore and nnnj other places warned tho 
Knghdi an I their alius ngamst auj attempt at negotia- 
tion. As the fort had Wforo resisUd with so siinll a 
garri'On o-s it then po'?sessed, now, when tlic^ had 
scveml pieces of artillciy and were remforetd witli 
liurcetlfi horse, thej had good ixi^on to hofio that 
tho\ should lx, able (o resist the fiercest attack the 
mutineers were likel> to make At KngHi came the 
awful (jueilioii, the powdi.r hold outt (.oloncl 
U<x« had calculalcil the liouis it woull do sa It 
woidi fiuxuragc Iht, enuiu win he not to return 
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tbcir firo with vigour, and dishearten the natives of hia 
o\vn party should they discover the short time they 
would have the means of resisting their sanguiuaiy 
foes. , ^ 

The enemy’s guns at length drawing near, opened 
fire, without any attempt at tlirowing up breastworks, 
their only shelter being such as the ground afTorded- 
Had they nob been supported by so largo a body of 
cavalry and foot, Burnett declared that nothing would 
have been easier than to capture them ; as it was, he 
waite<l for aa opportunity which he thought might 
occur* Most of the shot, as before, stiuck the earth- 
works j for the Enfield rilles prevented the guns from 
Ijciug brought near enough to do much damage. The 
rear of tiio fort, it must bo remembered, was protected 
by rugged beights, to the ^summit of rrludv no native 
cugineors were capable of-carrying up even the smallc-st 
guiLS ; indeed, they were inaccessible to the most nimble 
raomrtaineers. Tints there were only two sides of the 
fort to be protected ; tlio valley wlilcji ran down on the 
left being eo completely commanded by the fort, that 
a hostile party attempting to enter it would have 
been instantly dcstroyciL 

Night on this occasion brought no cc&«ition of finng. 
and it «>on became api»arent tlmt the enemy intended 
to storm the fort. Two guns were movw.1 so as to 
command the valley, op uhidi, during tho d.irkncss of 
night, they might possibly attempt to fitctih Everj* 
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man was at his post After the firing Ijad continued 
fur some tinio it suddenly ceased Many thought the 
enemy •were retiring ; but it ^ras like the luU before the 
storm A few seconds only hod passed when tliree 
dark columns were discerned by tlie gai>ison creeping 
up lowartla them. On they cninc in bverwhelming 
numbers, the artillerynieu m tho plain firino- o\-cr their 
heads, ■while tho British guns began blaziijg away with 
canister, sending destruction amid their raijlc^ Coliimn 
after column had advanced, but wero driven back in 
confusion ; not a man ever reached tho lines. Some- 
rtimrs- rtlo •srvaiVj’-gadbpcd* op, dm? rtley^cro quicAfy 
forced to retire. 

All night long the battle rogccl, but ibo dauntless 
courage of Coloucl Boss and his band of heroes pre- 
vailed, and when morning dawned tho enemy were 
seen retiring with Ibcir guns. Had tl»c.y gone alto- 
gether, or would they ivtiini ? was the ^j^cstion. It 
was too probable that, instigated by the mutineers m 
AlLihvpoor, they would renew tbe attack 

'fu'O more dajs i»a.<scd by, allow ing lh«> .^amson to 
repair tlicir fortifications. Once more, ns Jay ^^5 
declining, tbo enemy was seen approachirin ^\itb the 
intention, probably, of ntaking an assaiik during the 
night. Still hour after hour went bj , (.Nciy* man 
remained at his j>ost, and jet no enemy c.amc near 
them The cmnjvfirca, honescr, Immmg m i],e ,1,5. 
t&nce, sho«c<l that thc\ were still there, fmd oa mom- 
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ing appi'oaclie<3, jDolonel Ross, who wtis over on his 
guard, warned the officers to be as watclilul as at first, 
and ready at any moment to repel an attack. 

He was right. It was still dark wl^en the heads of 
several columns were seen emej^ing from the gloom, 
and already close upon tlic fort On came the rel>els, 
ns soon as they were aware that they must he seen, 
giving utterance to the most savage shouts and ciies. 
At the same moment tffoy opened a heavy fii’C. They 
wore met, as before, witfi showers of grape and w cll- 
dlrcctcd volleys of mushctiy, which quickly dro^e 
back those who had not fallen,— with the exception of 
a party of desperate fanatics, w)ie attempted to foico 
their way over the entrcncbmcnls. Some succccdeil 
and were cut down, others were shot in the ditch, and 
not one e«cnpcd TIjo garrison h.od scarcely breathing 
time before another similar attack was made, which 
was rcpuUed in the same way. 

"Hew much longer can westaml out?” ashed Regi- 
nald of Colonel Ro>s. 

" .jVnolher altark like the last will exhaust the 
whole of our jiondrr, when our o«)y rcsoorre will l*e 
to aUandon iho — for to hold it will then Ix' iiiij>os- 
mWo," was the answer. 

llic day pas.'>td’lr, Anxiondy wax the anivnl of 
ih'* sc{>utx who the hills locAM for woth the 

ex{KCte*l intclljgtncc Of the moiinnentx of the nrilMi. 
Kiting C'llutnnx of th** avenging army w« rv swofping 
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the citcraj before them, but the} ^rcre it was supposed 
yet a long waj ofi Still the colonel endcaNoured to 
keep up the coungo of those ho commanclcd , and the 
officers following his example did their utmost to 
encourage tlio men to prepare for another assault, 
rite Etnclest natch iraa kept for it nas thought tliat 
shoul I the cneni} again venture to attack fhe fort it 
vrould be bj night 

The garrison were not mistaken. Tiro da}s more 
hatl passed nhen again tlio^'ccUiinns were espied bj 
tho n-atchful sentinels. Tho troops flew to their arms 
tlie nrtjller} men to tlicir guna 

Reginald and Burnett when rehcacd from their 
duty in the cxenmg had snatched a few mmutes 
from tho rest they so nmch required to | ay o risii to 
^Tolet and Nuna. 'Hiey talked hopcfijllj of tho future 
and both expressed a wish os soon as the reliellion 
was quelled to Icaio India /ind jesjdo in England. 

Oh that must be a happ} country cned una 
where there arc no \iare or disputes where the nch 
do not oppress the poor and tho latter are happy and 
contented and everybody hr^ m fuendslup wiUi 
each other' 

Biimctt smiled I am afraid didv a part of your 
picture IS true England has nur&berless ad\ antages 
over this coxintry and I hope era long to tako you 
tlicro , hut I am Sony to «ay that the English people 
quarrel and disputo with each other as much as the 
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ing approached, £Iolonel Rws, ■who wab ever on his 
guard, warned the officers to be ns watchful as at first, 
and ready at any moment lo repel an attack. 

He was right It was still dark when the heads of 
several columns were seen emerging from the gloom, 
and already close upon the fort On came tlio relicl'’, 
as soon as they ■were a\vare that they must be seen, 
giving utterance to the most savage shouts and cues. 
At the same moment opened a heavy fire. Thej 
were mot, as before, wl^ showers of grape and w ell- 
directed volleys of musketry, which quickly drove 
back those who bad not fallen, — with the exception of 
a party of desperate fanatics, who attempted to foreo 
their way over the entrenchments. Some succeeded 
and were cut down, others wens bhot in the ditch, and 
not one escaped. The garrison had scarcely Lreallnng 
time before another similar attack was made, which 
was repulsed in the same veay. 

“How much longer c.m we stand out!” asked Regi* 
irald of Colonel 

*■ “ Another attack like the last ■will eshau'sl the 

whole of <a>r'3»nwder, when our only resource will be 
l<> abandon t)ie it — for to hold it will then l>c 
sihle." was the ojVswcr. 

The d.sy passf-dT/V. Anviondy the nrr^^'al of 
thf* scout*! who rni7»*^o%cr the lulls looked for s'.ith the 
<'Xi>^ted intelligeuco bf th* movements of the Hritbh 
Flying tolnmn^ of the avenging nnny wore sweeping 
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natives of other lands, though they do not fly to anus 
on all occasions You roust not expect to find a j^ara- 
dhe in England, or in any other pmt of the world." 

■anwillingly, tho two friends had at length to 
bid the ladies good-night and return to their posts at 
the batteries. Just as they reached them, the signal 
was made that the enemy was approaching, and the 
silence which had hitherto reigned in the fort was 
suddenly broken by the loud report of the guns as 
they sent forth their doses of canister, scattering death 
amid tho advancing columns The musketry opened 
at the same time ; and now the rebels, finding that 
they wore again disappointed in their expectation of 
surprising the fort, began firing away in return. As 
gun after gun was discharged. Colonel Boss knew that 
their slender store of powder ^viis becoming more 
nearly exhausted It might 'hold out till the enemy 
took to flight ; hut they might persevere longer than 
usual — and if so, finding that tho guns no longer thun- 
dered forth, they would in all probability storm the foi t 
He at length sent for Burnett and Reginald. " ily 
friends," he said, speaking quite calmly, "if in half an 
hour more the enemy arc not beaten, we must fight 
our way out through their midst, unless we can hopo 
to defend our position with our swords and bayonets. 

Burnett proposed making a sortie with his cavalry, 
in the hope of creating a panic by tho suddenness of 
his attack But from this Colonel Ross dtasuade<l him- 
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He could scarcely hopo to ptoduco anj matenal efttct, 
and would onlj weaken hjs strength bj tlio loss of 
several of lus mea 

Rapidly that half-hour went by, when justasitwas 
found that the last diai^ of j>owdcr lisd Iwcn ex 
pended, the cry arose, “Tl\ey runl they nin'" On 
this Burnett ordered lus bugler to sound the call “ to 
hor&o, and in le«3 than two minutes everj man of his 
troop was mounted, and, following their leader, had 
dashed out in pursuit of the retreating foe. Irame 
diatel^ ho had gone Colonel Ross ordered c^eI 5 ani- 
mal m the camp to bo prepared for carrying the sick 
and wounded. Horses had been kept foi tho use of 
tho ladies, — who, having been warned of the possiUo 
emergency, were qmckly rcad^ Kot a word of alarm 
or anxiety was expressed. The wholo force ^ras (puckly 
draiTO up m close column Reginald s ca'Tilry, with 
the ladies in tho centre, leading , the tnuned villagers 
following, guarding the Vounded , the British soldiers 
and Reginalds guards on either fljuik, while tho 
other native troops brought up the rear 

Tho instant the scouts returned with the ‘yitisfac 
tory report that they had seen, the enemy moving ofl, 
the order was given to advance, and the little army, 
after spiking all the guns m the fort, commenced their 
perilous march Silently they moved, to aioid being 
discovered by any of the enemy s scouts or the report 
of their march being earned to the rebels bj the inba 
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bitiints of tho villagoi near -wliich they might pas*?. 
Hajipily tho enemy had mode their attack early in the 
night, and the retreating patty hatl thus au advantage 
of several hours, whiclt Avould enable them to got to 
a considoiablo distance before they were likely to bo 
(liscoveied. For tho remainder of the night, there- 
fore, they moved on; and not till the sun had already 
risen was a halt called, that they might take that rest 
which was absolutely necessary to enable them to con- 
tinue their flight. The scouts sent out now reported 
that no enemy was near, and they were thus able to re- 
main encamped for several houre; after which, greatly 
refreshed, they again moved on. Colonel Roas was 
sensible that hh foico could not successfully engage 
with any large body, but bo hoped that, by avoiding 
all places where any rebels were likely to bo col- 
lected, and by advancing diiefly nt night, to prevent 
any information of liis movoments from reacliing the 
enemy. 

Yjolet, wlio was a good horsewoman, boro tho fatigue 
of the march well, and even Kuna and tho other ladies 
kept tip their spirits and did not complain The poor 
wounded men were the greatest sufferers ; though'lhey 
preferred tho shaking to wliicli they were exposed, to 
•being left behind to the tender mercies of the natives 

Before another night’s martli had been aecompllalied, 
a sowar who had been sent out as a scout overtook 
them with the intelligence that tho enemy had lieanl 
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of their retreat, and vrere following ^th a largo force, 
tlu’e'itcnmg thojr complete dMruetioa Coloael Ross, 
on hearing this, resolved — as there was no place at 
hand into which thej could throw themsehes and 
defend it against the cnemj — to continue the march, 
for the purpose of keeping ahead of their pursuers as 
much ns possthlc, and onl> to halt and fight where a 
strong position could bo taken up with some hope of 
ofleriDg an cfiectual resistance. On thej marched , 
hut m vnm did the colonel look out for ground of tho 
kind ho desired Their scouts camo hurrjmg m from 
the rear with tho announcement that tho enemj wero 
clo'so upon thcTO. Thcro could bo litllo douht tint 
the rebels burning uith roaengo at tho dcfiaU they 
had suffered, would immodialclj commence an attack 
Tho countrj was load for miles on caorj side, tho 
colonel uas therefore glad to find a sjiot “whero ho 
could hall, with a deep and braad stream on one «jdo, 
and a thick jungle m tho rear uhi?h neither tlic 
cnemj a infantrj nor artillery could jKiictrate Tie 
ncconhngU hallcil hero the infanlrj drawn up in tho 
centre an I thecaialrj on either flank, ready to charge 
the guns of the cncuiy, shoull they haao brought ana 
a\ith theua 

In sjlencc the hit! force wailot! the capecletl attack 
nic rcbils nl hngth nppeand. Colonel Ilin.s oixltml 
the jnfaiilrj to firr n.s thrj cam wilbin range nal 
then at n preennccrtwl signal Ucgmal 1 on 1 I'limctt, 
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leading on their troopers, dospemiely chai-god the rdhel 
forces Many on lx)lh nidcs went down, bxit the 
icbels, relying on tboir luiinbcrs, and knowing the 
w'calaicss of the force opposed to them, refused tn 
give way. The moon afforded suflicient light to en 
able the combatants to continue tho fight, and Itcgi 
nald could not help fearing that, after all tlio effort 
of his party, they might be defeated. Again an< 
again be led his men to the charge — when the sounc 
of English huglcs reached his cars. Just at tha 
moment a huUet stmek 1dm and he fell to the ground 
his steed galloping off unperceired by his followers 
Ho lay amid a heap of slain, unable to move, whU( 
his horsemen followed up tho charge. The fight con- 
tinued raging around him for some time. Then he 
heard the heavy tmmp of cavalry, and the rattling 
sound of artillerj”, followed closely "by tho roar of the 
guns as they opened fire. Lifting up his head, he 
saw a dark rpd line, with bayonets glittering in the 
moonlight, emerging from behind tho w'ood. The 
enemy also saw them, and poured in on them os they 
‘approached a roimd of musketry j but not a moment 
did tliey stop to receive the charge made by the Bri- 
tish regiment, which, advancing nt the double, drove 
them like chaff before tho "mnd. Reginald saw no 
moio; his head a-mk back, ond he lay like the clods 
of the earth around him 

Tlie British troops liad Iiad a haul d.ay’s marcli, 
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f r r<.cci\ing inlclhgcncc of the iijir \ieimty of n 
Hrge relxil foi-cc they had puslicil on to attack tliem 
before the> could e'icapo The rcraoitiiler of tlio Pii" 
Ijsh column coming up tents ncre pitched, while the 
caiahy pursued tho flymg foe cutting down all Ihci 
o\».rtool no quarter being asked or otkred 

Daivn naa breaking when n sentinel at his post 
caught sight at some distance of a large animal 
Ijing on Uie ground nhich after some htllo serutm^ 
he discovered to ho a tiger Hio homd 1 riito js 
ftctliDg on tho dvid ho exclaimed. If it was not 
against onion to fire Id quicklj loach it belter 
inannei's. Just then a man who from hw nautical 
nppvannct might have been called a hor»e*tnarinc 
rode up on a small country |>on^ IIo ha 1 a long sabre 
his side a hiicrsack on lus hick and a hmcu of 
pistols m Ins bcU and while Inigo boots cncawHl his 
Kgs ho won. a fioiuian** Iroid bninmcd hat and loose 
jacket — making him look altogether n't a hltlo 
jKCulnr 

\\ hat 6 that j ni saj inatcl 1 calked 
Tho sentrj jxjinted to the animal he hid f=ocn 
Though I nuint fire do vou j ul n bullet tlin5Uj,li 
U It I nite B hci 1 

Tlilsmon. t! i« 111 d-» nii'^wcrcd tho Bcamnn 
m 1 »«R'inj<ller thin our fn^ii 1 Dick TluIJicliim. 

TKit anninl 1 m more iwnvj Uian ii auj o huii in 
In nsf, an I it* mv t«e! tf U il u j I noun. I inaiUr 
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•whom slices followed faithfully for many a day, and 
whose life she has saved more than once, is hot far ofi! 
Just you liold niy horse, while J go ahead and have 
a loolc.round. If Tm right, I‘ll shout to some one to 
come and help me.” 

Saying this, Dick tumbled off his steed, and liastily 
stalked over the ground, carefully avoiding the copses 
with wliich' it was strewed. He was right ITaitliful, 
in spite of his strange costume, uttered a cij' of wel- 
come, and sprang fonward to meet him. There, as he 
cspcclcd, lay his beloved master “ 0 Master Reginald! 
0 my lord, do speak to me, and tell mo if you are 
a]i\'or' exclaimed Dick, as ho threw himself on tho 
ground by- Reginald's side; ” Yes, yes ; he’s still got 
Ufo in him 1 ” he cried out ; and shouting to tho sentinel 
to sqnd help, he lifted his master in his arms and boro 
him towanls the tents. Reginald was speedily carried 
into one of the nearest, set aside as an liospital, where 
his wound was examined by a surgeon, — Dick stand- 
ing anxioudy by to hear lils opinion. 

“It’s pretty severe, but is not likely to., prove 
fatal,” said tho surgeon. “ITo has fainteil from loss 
of bloo<l, but a stimulant will soon restore lum " 

“ Tliank Heaven 1 ” cxclairaed Dick. “ I should 
have well-nigh died, and so, to my mind, would Fnilh- 
fui, and another person I know of, if lio’d l^oen killed. 
Jhit do Iffing him niwut, sir, ami T will 

bless you all tho days of iny life ” 
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fcliorlly aflciwai-Js took place, nnd tkc youii" coujilca 
nt onco earned out llieir intention of leaving for Eng- 
land. Of course Dick Tliuddiclium cmljarked with 
them, with Faithful in charge. 

Violet, heforo leaving Calcutta, hogged to have a 
poiimit of the noble creature which had so oflcji saved 
her husband’s life, and persuaded Ecginald to havo his 
own likeness taken at the same time in the nautical cos- 
tume wliicli ho wore ou being first introduced to her ; 
ho himself confessing that ho infinitely preferred it to 
the magnificent dres-sos ho had been compelled to wear 
dming his short reign in AUahapoor. T)»ttt city had 
been quickly captured by the English, and, much to 
lUginald's satisfaction, had become, with its surround-, 
ing territory, an integral part of British India 

It is sad to have to relate that poor Faithful never 
reached the free shores of Old England Whether 
it was, as Dick Thuddiebum thought, that the sea-air 
did not agree with her constitution, or that she was 
deprived of her usual aflowance of half a sheep a day, 
she sickened, and gradually grew worse and worse ; her 
last fond gaze being at the face of her beloved master. 
She attempted to lick his hand, but the efibrt was vain 
Her head sank on tlie deck — the tigress was dead. 

Her skin was preserved; and Faithful, with an 
almost life-like look, ornaments the entrance hall in 
Ilaracrtou Castle 
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Et-ginald lind no difficulty, with tlio documents* he 
had recovered, m obtaining possession of bis heredi- 
tary title and estates. While attending to lus English 
tenantry ho did not foiget Ins faithful Indian friends, 
or the benighted inhabitants of that conntry, and has 
cr been among the most zealous and mimificcnt sup- 
porters of those true soldiers of Chnst nho go forth^to 
spread the Gospel of Pcaco m the dark places of tho 
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AiAnlla. t\1th lonr fix Ln.raxin.'c CTroan 610 ilnlli rrlco^** 

THE YOIJNO LLANERO A ctoryof War mJ \T 1J J Dfc m tcncnilh. 

yrith lorty four £n„*Ta<{( s;t. CevnetotMla IMraSii 
IN THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS A Tala bf AJrcnturr ’Vtltl* Fom 
one En^nt i gn ro«t 6> o. Until I fire Sf A1 
IN NEW GRANADA- or Heroes and Patriots., A Tale for 
Po}». With n nncreiu Fn.'TavIn.n )c«tbxoe(olh I’rlci.a'Al- 
AFAR IN THE FOREST \ TUc of North Aincrirai. ttlth rorfjwmo 
Full Ent-ratlnsa. Peat 6 yo cloth extra. 1 rin. ax ed 
STORIES OP THE SAGACITY OF ANIMALS With Sixty 111 is- 
tratlon* by Uarxmox txcjn. I\»t 6>i>, clotfk l^caahUL 


ILLtrSTEATED EDITIONS 

THE UFD tAND STRANOD ADVENTURES Of ROBIN- 
SON CRUSOE. OF YORK. MARINER Written l-J 
Cnn-fully l.c! rinCeJ froiu the Oriciml UUtlon With aa Intrml ictory 
Jleinoir of Pinlcl lie l\>o a Xtomotr of Alexander BUVjrk on A®:”**"! 
I'etcr Serrano and other Intereslinjr Ailirtiona. Illustrated with npa-ard* 
of Seienty I nsratlngs ty TvErLrx IlaiBWnAr With a Portra t “f Foe a 
ilxp of Cnwoo 8 1 Jand t>o Foe** Ttonib Facs niilia Of Oriffinal Tillu-PagM 
&c &c Crown Sro cloth extra PHeeSari 
THE SWISS FAMILY ROBINSON or Adventures of a 
Shipwrecked FamUy on a Desolate Island rmil/rfrfyrd 
Pith ttpwarlj of Three Uundred CngraWiigy. Crnaxi SiO doth catra 



BOOKS FOE B 0 1 S 


ALMOST A HEtlO; Or, School Days at Ashcomtxv Ty noirtt 
lUcnitixrfix, Aiitt t ot “Th* ^ Wnf OsK^niin," • TIi? £.oy»o( ttt hjitshBr ' 
ke nitii !«vrn LA7n%h>S\ Pwt 0vt^ tiotb ctt/^ I'riccSi.GA 
THE BOTS COOKTBT BOOK. n» n<m7TT ro^tSro.clot!!. 

\MtU IIU«tTHian% ^rWSI.IiJ 

JVr>BV “■ £ ■£<»* 'i»sA I tr'ftr " Jxtf Is*' —"To e«t jnlm) WnSara lIo«fSll • 
"Bcyi Oustr^ IV«L la ttic U«( «t iba kliiit tint hu ever lr«o xntten, 
AJiJ pcM^sbrn *Da)d ■)oa1L)^d)cu ro iBr boja {if U>« <]o/ If sBry ■tn* lo 
bnnj It out In ■ Kirw tiiitVoo. If J^nnwa tUe life ct ft couutr} kul ftuvte 
*ixt; jCftN ftgo, fttul Uue tlnrriFtiona ftre far tbc nmat (ort fta trua to natura 
tiov u iheo IJIi* >31 bit latcT ft-orkat It hu tbo />nv of miyl fxJtbfiil 
drtitittttlon , ittwl Ihtro U ft Imh nn.*«mw« of htarty ftjT'reoUtion of those 
lnno<«>t)leajure»lo «hUh Wi Jij* * 

CUliM.BOCSl roolac»p6to,«loibrttrv rrlte ^ Cd. ^ 

THE CASTATTATS. kStory of AJ««fttnr* In the Vlldi et T.'Wea Tv 
Ut)tolak!itk«rs£U>. trith Twentt-os En;T>''i'>T<- Post 8 \d. eleUiOttrt 
l'rji«aftai. , 

TUB AOVE>mrRES OP MARK WILLIS. ry3fea.ftBn»a8CePrtr., 
Author M "Ika Uitle tViUln,'* With tortr five L^Titvyi, le^ftl 
l$n», clsttb rrt-M Iv at • . 

THE TOXniO CRUSOE. C' Un. Ilofiiro. Wtth rourteon EDjfn»liiff». 

Rojft] ISuo, viMtL i'nL-aUtil. 

WHAT SHALL I BS?or.ACOT^ Aim La Ute. mutmtod ToeN 

MpStotfLih. rntvSi. ^ 

aOifE PRINCIPLES Df BOthooD, BOd Other Stories fbe tho 
Vounff IVat Sro. OloU« rrwo £& 

prank ilARTTNt Or. *me Story ot a Country Boy. tvuh 
Ct>lwjT«JlVonU'‘rle«e. FooUtt>p6vo,tl«th. rTVelx.C.L 
‘UED-g MOTTO, or, Utlto by Utiio. With <y.le«r«l FroaU-Twee, tnl 
numtnul Cnjn* tn^ Koyal Isuio, cMt). (rive U. Ai. 

TOM TRACT, or. Whose la the Victory? niustratwi. root«.'ap 
s>o, cieca. Fn<«i>.cJ. -> 

jrTJTS FOR EOTS TO CRACK. r> the r*T Jetrt TWh !> a, \utlier 
c!~iaurl«Sfck.ube»,~"‘n>eSMia«ht»OtihK, fcc l.(^lNai>. lYic«ta.CJ 

THE BTORT OP LITTLE ROBINSON OP PARIS * or. The 
Triumph of Industry ikfti^tKl from the fHech hr u-cr t^ieoex 

lUiutnleiL Foebc^ Sio, detb, FrueSi. 

THE SWISS PAMILT ROBINSON, be td.enftirca cl a Fathee 

ftitd Wt Four <«M on ft I>«oUte IsUftd. tVllh T»cntj Enjrxcmja. i ool 
S'sp Fro, cloth riift.^aL 

ROBINSON CRUSOE. WTfli Twentj-tiTO fUustratleos. Feotsmp Sie, 
tiolh. Pnee &. Cd. y ' 


ftoxiiox sKRTHriciu, *'•0 '•*» '‘'Sft 
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-BOOKS OF PKEOEPT AKD EXAMPLE. 


LIVES MADE SUBLIME BY TAITH AND WORKS Ty 
1hc^c^ loaEatSriU. UDtAuthurAf IW«i,OooJ^ te loatSxo tlotli 
rrl c CJ. ‘ , 

DOING GOOD or Tbo Christian In Walks of Usefutoess 
llUwtrat (i lir Examples I>y lh« Pot I opcsi STtei. X> li I oit gvo clotli 
extra out Tri t 3 h CJ 

WILLING HEARTS AND READY HANDS or The La 
houirs and Trlunopha of Earnest Women Pj jo'crii joii\*ov 
Postb 0 cloth extra. irleeS.s CJ 

THE THRESHOLD OP UPE. A Pnob nf JlliMteatioia «inl Lemons 
Iqt 11 P leoiira^ment andCo inwl o( \o th Pj " H OiTEeioRT 
AUth i T rnpravll jr* Ppst?»0 cloth. l*r ce2s CJ 
SEED TIME AND HARVEST or Sow Veil a^d Reap 
Well A Booh for tt e % oun; 1 v the tiM rt» It h TanKPl* t> V 
Posts*© cloth Prices*. (Id * 

SUCCESS IN Lire A Cook for lounj Men Post 8rft Cloth extra 
Pt ■oSa. » 

THE BOY ifAEES THU MAN ACook errx«n)pfefln/&(»u«Mro* 
nent f r Paj* t' th Colored tronttopece aid iiuiDcron*! i Rrt'U (ra 
KojallSiiJO tloib PrleoU Cd * 


STOEIES OF NOBLE LIVES 

EACH WITH COLOURED FRONTISPIECE 
#4 ys/ fSmo tMh Price ft 
STORY or AUDUBON the NaturaUst 
STORY OF HOWARD the philanthropist. 

STORY OF PALISSY tb® Poltor 

STORY OF JOHN SMBATON and tha Etlilraton® Uehlhoueo 
STOr.Y OP DR SCORE5BY tho Arctic Navigator 
STORY or CYRUS riELD tbo Projector of the Atlantic 
Cab'e 

STORY OP BENVENUTO CELLINI, tho Italian Goldemllli. 
STORY OF SIB HUMPHREY DAVY and tho Invention of 
tho Safety Lamp 

STORY or GALILEO tbo Astronomer of Pisa. 

STORY or THE IIERSCHEIB 

STORY OF THE STEPHENSONS Father and Son. 

STORY OF SAhlUEL DUDOETT. tho SucccasAiI 5terchant 





